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“Repeat the Sounding Joy: Loving Joy” 

Advent 2 - Dec. 6, 2020 

 
This service can be viewed at http://www.facebook.com/mosaicokc  

(you may need to look in the video section)  

& on YouTube at https://youtu.be/lG4Ifuti3Bc  (with closed captioning)  

 

This bulletin can also be downloaded from: https://mosaicokc.org/worship_bulletins  

 

(Please see the end of the bulletin for information on our virtual coffee hour immediately after 

the service on Nov. 29, 2020.) 

 

http://www.worshipdesignstudio.com/
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Welcome - Scott 

 

 

Prelude – Anna Faye 

 

 

EXPANSION OF OUR HEARTS 
We gather together to worship the One Who Is Joy and as we come together, our 

hearts are expanded. We remember that the heavens declare God’s praise as the sun 

rises and light multiplies. And we witness that all of nature (including us) yearns to reach 

and expand toward the Light so that all might know joy 

 

 

Focusing on Loving Joy 

 

Last week, we began our worship series celebrating the 301st anniversary of the be-

loved hymn, “Joy to the World.” We focused on “hopeful joy” and began to prepare room 

in our lives for more joy, even when not all is right with the world. This week, we remem-

ber that “repeating the sounding joy,” as the hymn suggests, is the way in which the re-

verberations of love are spread throughout the world. And so we raise our praise today 

in order to repeat what all creation is saying, “God loves you.” 

 

 

 

“Heaven and Nature Sing” 

 

Sing a new song to the Lord  

Lift your hearts with gratitude 

Sing a new song to the Lord 

Lift your hearts with gratitude 

and Joy,  

Loving Joy 
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Your steadfast love and faithfulness 

Is ever present in our lives 

Your steadfast love and faithfulness 

Is ever present in our lives 

with Joy, 

Loving joy 

 

 

Make a joyful noise to the Beloved  

  all the earth; 

 break forth into grateful song 

  and sing praises! 

Yes, sing songs of praise extolling 

  Love’s way; 

 lift up your hearts with  

  gratitude and joy! 

 

 

We sing 

We sing 

Joy to the World 

Heaven and nature sing 

Joy to the World 

Heaven and nature sing 

With joy 

Loving joy 

 

 

 

 

The Wreath – Pam King, Anjie & PJ King 
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Opening Prayer 

 

Holy God, you are the source of love. 

You are the joy that runs deep and wide underneath all of life.  

You are the one that helps us reach out in love,  

especially to those whose fear makes it hard for them to love. 

Help us when our fear gets in the way of joining the chorus of joy. 

Let us repeat the sounding joy in our hearts this day. 

Let us repeat the sounding joy in our church this day. 

Let us repeat the sounding joy in the world this day… 

in the name of Love. 

Amen. 

 

We sing 

We sing 

Joy to the World 

Heaven and nature sing 

Joy to the World 

Heaven and nature sing 

with joy 

Loving joy 

 

 

 

Opening Hymn/Song of Joy 

 

(see next page) 
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RECEPTION OF GOD’S WORD 
As we open to receive the Word and interpret its meaning for our lives, we connect to 

the depths of our being where the River of Joy is always flowing. We have only to dip 

into it for, we have the “joy, joy, joy, joy, down in our hearts.” Kids, gather around for a 

time with Ms. Addison as Lacy leads us in singing “I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy down in 

my heart” 

 

Children’s Song 

 

I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy 

Down in my heart, down in my heart, down in my heart 

I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy 

Down in my heart, down in my heart to stay. 

 

Children's Moment - Addison 

 

 

Scripture 

Isaiah 11: 1-10 (CEB) 

Matthew 3: 1-15 

 

“A shoot will grow up from the stump of Jesse; 

    a branch will sprout from his roots. 

The Lord’s spirit will rest upon him, 

    a spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

    a spirit of planning and strength, 

    a spirit of knowledge and fear of the Lord.  

He will delight in fearing the Lord. 

He won’t judge by appearances, 

    nor decide by hearsay. 

He will judge the needy with righteousness, 

    and decide with equity for those who suffer in the land. 

He will strike the violent with the rod of his mouth; 

    by the breath of his lips he will kill the wicked. 

Righteousness will be the belt around his hips, 

    and faithfulness the belt around his waist. 

The wolf will live with the lamb, 

    and the leopard will lie down with the young goat; 
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    the calf and the young lion will feed together, 

    and a little child will lead them. 

The cow and the bear will graze. 

    Their young will lie down together, 

    and a lion will eat straw like an ox. 

A nursing child will play over the snake’s hole; 

    toddlers will reach right over the serpent’s den. 

They won’t harm or destroy anywhere on my holy mountain. 

    The earth will surely be filled with the knowledge of the Lord, 

    just as the water covers the sea. 

On that day, the root of Jesse will stand as a signal to the peoples. The 

nations will seek him out, and his dwelling will be glorious.” 

 

 

“While Jesus was living in the Galilean hills, John, called “the Baptizer,” was 

preaching in the desert country of Judea. His message was simple and aus-

tere, like his desert surroundings: “Change your life. God’s kingdom is here.” 

 

John and his message were authorized by Isaiah’s prophecy: 

Thunder in the desert! 

Prepare for God’s arrival! 

Make the road smooth and straight! 

 

John dressed in a camel-hair habit tied at the waist by a leather strap. He 

lived on a diet of locusts and wild field honey. People poured out of Jerusa-

lem, Judea, and the Jordanian countryside to hear and see him in action. 

There at the Jordan River those who came to confess their sins were bap-

tized into a changed life. 

 

When John realized that a lot of Pharisees and Sadducees were showing up 

for a baptismal experience because it was becoming the popular thing to do, 

he exploded: “Brood of snakes! What do you think you’re doing slithering 

down here to the river? Do you think a little water on your snakeskins is go-

ing to make any difference? It’s your life that must change, not your skin! 

And don’t think you can pull rank by claiming Abraham as father. Being a de-

scendant of Abraham is neither here nor there. Descendants of Abraham are 

a dime a dozen. What counts is your life. Is it green and blossoming? Be-

cause if it’s deadwood, it goes on the fire. 
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“I’m baptizing you here in the river, turning your old life in for a kingdom life. 

The real action comes next: The main character in this drama—compared to 

him I’m a mere stagehand—will ignite the kingdom life within you, a fire 

within you, the Holy Spirit within you, changing you from the inside out. He’s 

going to clean house—make a clean sweep of your lives. He’ll place every-

thing true in its proper place before God; everything false he’ll put out with 

the trash to be burned.” 

 

The Word in Music  

“I Need a Silent Night” 

 

Sermon – Rev. Trina Bose North 

 

Sung Response 

 

Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming – UMH 216 

 

1. Lo, how a Rose e'er blooming 

from tender stem hath sprung! 

Of Jesse's lineage coming, 

as those of old have sung. 

It came, a floweret bright, 

amid the cold of winter, 

when half spent was the night. 

 

2. Isaiah 'twas foretold it, 

the Rose I have in mind; 

with Mary we behold it, 

the Virgin Mother kind. 

To show God's love aright, 

she bore to us a Savior, 

when half spent was the night. 
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TRANSFORMATION OF OUR LIVES 
Connecting with our deepest selves, we are able to accept that all of life resides within 

joy’s possibilities—not only the happy moments, but also the sorrows and difficulties of 

life. Like the work of our hearts, all that flows in can be given new life and pumped back 

out with renewed oxygen, giving us strength and courage for all circumstances. 

 

 

Prayers of the People 

 

 

COMPASSION FOR THE WORLD 
Connecting to Joy can compel us to want this connection for all beings. We leave this 

place “with passion” (com-passion) for adding our love, peace, hope, and joy to the 

world. 

 

Closing Hymn 

 

“You Shall Go Out with Joy” – Jerry 

 

You shall go out with joy 
And be led forth with peace 
The mountains and the hills 
Will break forth before you 

There'll be shouts of joy 
And all the trees of the field 

Will clap, will clap their hands 
 

And all the trees of the field 
Will clap their hands 
The trees of the field 
Will clap their hands 
The trees of the field 
Will clap their hands 

While you go out with joy 
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Benediction 

 

 

The four movements of our service have been: 

 

Expansion of our Hearts as we gathered, 

Reception of God’s Word as we proclaimed, 

Transformation of our Lives as we prayed, and 

now Compassion for the World as we go. 

 

This is the cycle of Joy  

It expands us outward, 

we receive so much from that experience, 

we take it in and are transformed by it 

and we want that for the whole world…  

which sends us out again… 

expansion, reception, transformation, compassion. 

I invite you to this cycle of joy! 

 

Pastor: And so, my friends, may you be blessed with a Loving Joy 

that reverberates deep in your soul, 

so that whatever life brings,  

you are inspired to repeat the good news 

that there are better ways of looking at the world, 

being in the world, 

bringing love to the world. 

 

And may you sing along with all heaven and earth! 

 

We’re gonna bring joy to the world, 

hope to the people. 

We’re gonna give love that’s for everyone— 

unconditionally! 

We’re gonna make peace in our world, 

God’s voice through us be heard. 

As we look to one another, 

a glimpse of holy we might see! 

 

Joy, hope, peace, love… 
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We’re gonna bring joy to the world, 

hope to the people. 

We’re gonna give love that’s for everyone— 

unconditionally! 

We’re gonna make peace in our world, 

God’s voice through us be heard. 

As we look to one another, 

a glimpse of holy we might see, 

a glimpse of holy we might see, 

a glimpse of holy we might see. 

 

Postlude 

 

 

All songs used by permission:  

CCLI: 11360453  

OneLicense: 731189-A 

 

Virtual Coffee Hour Immediately Following Worship via 
Zoom.  

 

Rev. Scott Spencer (he/him) is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
 

Topic: Sunday Virtual Coffee Hour 
Time: SUNDAYS 12:00 PM Central Time (US and Canada) 

(link good through Dec. 27, 2020) 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84786802223 

 

Meeting ID: 847 8680 2223 
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