March & APRIL 2021 UPDATE
Message from our Pastor
Dear SMBC family,

'"But as for you, Israel my servant, Jacob my
chosen one, descended from Abraham my
friend, I have called you back from the ends
of the earth, saying, 'You are my servant.'
For I have chosen you and will not throw you away. Don't be afraid, for I am with you. Don't
be discouraged, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you. I will hold you up with
my victorious right hand.'" Isaiah 41:8-10, NLT.
There words were to the Children of Israel. They were experiencing prolonged separation from
their native land, their homes and the environment that made them feel comfortable and
secure. Simply put, they were discouraged. We may feel discouraged. We have been
separated from what we have known for years as the “church”. But let us be encouraged that
God is still yet with us in this digital age.
Even amid this pandemic, we are blessed to be successful in the work of the ministry. Our
services continue virtually, along with our special activities. God is using our staff and
volunteers to work creatively in keeping our church moving forward.
Join us at the end of this month for our Holy Week Fast. Details are provided. Don’t forget to
review the information in this newsletter as it is provided to keep us all connected. Starting
this month, our newsletter will include two months of information.
We are working on plans for what our reentry will look like and hopefully soon will have an
update on our next steps for worship. Let’s work to get vaccinated and continue practicing the
CDC guidelines. This too shall pass. God is still in control as we celebrate our Faith over Fear.

Grace and Peace,

Rev. Dr. William J. Smith, Jr.
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Ordinance Sunday
10AM – Sunday School, 11AM – Worship Service
Tuesday Night Teaching – 6PM
10AM – Sunday School, 11AM – Worship Service
(Daylight Saving Time Begins: Turn clocks forward one hour)
Leadership Team Meeting – 6PM
Tuesday Night Teaching – 6PM
10AM – Sunday School, 11AM – Worship Service
Virtual School of Methods (Church wide Institute)
6PM
SUNDAY (March 21) - PRESIDENT’S NIGHT
MONDAY (March 22) – Children (6PM) & Teens Ages 12+ (6:30PM).
TUESDAY (March 23) - ADULT SESSION.
WEDNESDAY (March 24) - FAMILY NIGHT, PANEL DISCUSSION
Tuesday Night Teaching – 6PM
Pick up your Palms!
Palm Sunday
10AM – Sunday School, 11AM – Worship Service
YOUTH EMPHASIS SUNDAY
HOLY WEEK – FAST, PRAY AND REFLECT
Join us on Facebook and Follow the Devotional.
8AM – Daily Prayer on church line. (see announcement for details)
NO TUESDAY NIGHT TEACHING

APRIL (VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION MONTH)
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Good Friday Service – 6PM
Homegoing Celebration of Jesus Christ
“Echoes at Golgotha”
RESURRECTION SUNDAY – 11AM WORSHIP
Socially Distant Location: TBD
Sunday Church School Program – 10AM
Tuesday Night Teaching – 6PM
Child Dedication Virtual Meeting with Parents and Guardians
1PM
10AM – Sunday School, 11AM – Worship Service
Tuesday Night Teaching – 6PM
10AM – Sunday School, 11AM – Worship Service
Child Dedication
Tuesday Night Teaching – 6PM
10AM – Sunday School, 11AM – Worship Service
YOUTH EMPHASIS SUNDAY
Tuesday Night Teaching – 6PM
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Special Announcement:
Are you interested in helping with our Audio Visual Ministry? We are in need of help as we expand
our Audio and Video ministry. On the Job training is provided. Please contact Deacon Clarence Grier if
interested.

Church Office Hours:
Members can contact the church office during the normal hours of 9AM to 4PM. Someone will be
available to answer your call. Appointments are only available with Pastor Smith. We ask that
members not show up without making an appointment to limit the spread of COVID-19. Masks are
required, and restrictions are in place. Forms and other information are available now in the lobby of
the church. Temperature checks may be requested. Any person having an appointment is required to
sign in during the week. We ask that you be patient and follow instructions. Thanks for your
cooperation.

Church Registration:
Members, please update your current information & pickup your 2021 envelopes.
Please Note: even if you give virtually, we ask that you pick up envelopes. Thanks!
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Sunday School Lessons
ADULT REVIEW SESSIONS EACH WEEK
(Sunday School lessons are now available online) (www.smbchurch.com)










March 7, 2021 – Moses: Prophet of Deliverance (Exodus 12:28-50;
Deuteronomy 18:15-22)
March 14, 2021 – Joshua: Prophet of Conquest (Joshua 5:13-6:27)
March 21, 2021 – Huldah: Prophet of Wisdom (2 Kings 22
March 28, 2021 – Elijah: Prophet of Courage (1 Kings 18-19;
Matthew 17:1-3)
April 4, 2021 – Salvation is Sealed (Isaiah 52:13-53:12; Luke 24:1-35)
April 11, 2021 – Ezra: Faith and Action Preacher (Ezra 9-10)
April 18, 2021 – Nehemiah: The Captive Cupbearer Rebuilds a Nation
(Nehemiah 2:11-20; 13:1-22)
April 25, 2021 – A Plea for Restoration (Lamentation 5)
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO THOSE
BORN IN MARCH & APRIL!
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO ALL OF
OUR COUPLES MARRIED IN
MARCH & APRIL.
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OUR MISSIONS PARTNER HIGHLIGHT

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my witnesses, telling people
about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” Acts 1:8
The Lott Carey movement was founded in 1897 by African-American Baptists who were committed to a
substantial international missions thrust – especially on the African continent. They believed that nothing
should distract the church from executing its primary objective of advancing God’s mission throughout the
world. Since our founding as the Lott Carey Baptist Foreign Mission Society, we have single-mindedly engaged
in Christian missions around the world.

We bear the name of the Rev. Lott Carey, whose fascinating story has served as inspiration for generations.
Born enslaved in 1780 in Charles City County, Virginia, Lott Carey became a disciple of Jesus in 1807,
purchased his freedom in 1813, and led the first Baptist missionaries to Africa from the United States in 1821.
His pioneering missionary team settled in Liberia, where he engaged in evangelism, education, and health
care. Rev. Carey served as a well-respected and gifted missional and civic leader until his death in 1828. He
was also the organizing pastor for the first Baptist church in Liberia – the Providence Baptist Church in
Monrovia. His life of commitment, leadership, vision, and perseverance continue to guide us.

In the 19th and early 20th Centuries, we were a black Baptist organization that engaged in missions on the
African continent. In the 21st Century, we are a multicultural, ecumenical, global Christian missional
community born of African-American Baptist heritage, that provides prayer partnership, financial support, and
technical assistance to indigenous communities around the world who engage in ministries of evangelism,
compassion, empowerment, and advocacy. We work with people from various ethnic identities, diverse
Christian traditions, and different faith communities around share values and interests to help to build a
better world. Together, we are touching lives with transforming love.

We are blessed to have Lott Carey as our Missions partner as they work to fight against hunger, provide
justice, and aid in disasters all over the world. We quarterly support this organization and share in helping
them fulfill their mission. Thank you Lott Carey and thank you SMBC for your support in our Missions.
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Our Daily Bread Devotionals
are in!
Pick up your copy!

Employment Opportunities:
Fire Department:
http://www.cityofkokomo.org/departments/fire_department/recruitment.php
Police Department:
http://www.cityofkokomo.org/departments/police_department/recruitment_and_officer_selectio
n_process1.php
Howard County:
http://www.howardcountyin.gov/administration/human-resources/employment-opportunities
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The vaccination of Hoosiers against COVID-19 has begun. Any Hoosier age 65 and older is now eligible
to schedule a vaccination appointment, as are long-term care residents, first responders (firefighters,
police officers and sheriff’s deputies, emergency medical services, reservists and correctional officers)
who are regularly called to the scene of an emergency to give medical aid, and licensed and
unlicensed healthcare workers who have in-person contact with patients or infectious material in any
healthcare setting.
Hoosiers age 65 and older can schedule a vaccination at https://vaccine.coronavirus.in.gov/ or by
calling 2-1-1 if they do not have access to a computer or need assistance registering.
Who is eligible to receive vaccine?
If you answer yes to any of these questions, you are eligible to receive the COVID-19 vaccine:
Are you age 65 or older?
 Do you work or volunteer in healthcare and have (physical or close) contact or face to face
interactions with patients? Examples include:
 Inpatient, outpatient, provider office setting, nursing homes, residential care facilities, assisted
living facilities, in-home services
 This includes all clinical and non-clinical positions: clinicians, dietary, environmental services,
administrators who have direct contact with patients, clergy who see patients in the healthcare
setting, non-clinicians who assist in procedures, transportation staff, etc.
 This also includes local health department staff who interact with patients at test sites, health
clinics or provide direct patient care
 Do you have exposure to COVID-19 infectious material? (Examples include cleaning of rooms or
material from COVID-19 patients, performing COVID-19 testing, other exposure to infected
tissue, performing autopsies or other post-mortem examinations of COVID-19 patients)
 Are you a first responder (firefighter, police officer and sheriff’s deputy, emergency medical
services, reservist and correctional officer) who is regularly called to the scene of an emergency
to give medical aid?
For more information check out: https://www.coronavirus.in.gov/vaccine/
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COVID-19 Testing Site:
Howard County's COVID-19 Community Testing Site is located at 620 N Bell Street, Kokomo. Hours
of operation for the month of October: Monday, Tuesday 8am-12pm; Wednesday, Thursday 8am-7pm;
Saturday 8am-1pm. Testing is free for Hoosiers. A mobile clinic site will operate on Fridays. To
register for an appointment, visit https://scheduling.coronavirus.in.gov. Walk-ins are accepted. Please
allow ample time to complete your appointment. Please wear a face covering to your appointment.
If I wear my face covering to protect you from me, and you wear your face covering to protect
me from you, then we can all dramatically decrease our risk of transmission of the virus that
causes COVID-19. This, in conjunction with social distancing and frequent handwashing or use
of hand sanitizer, will be important in limiting the spread of COVID-19.
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Let us Pray…
 Pastor and First Lady
 SMBC Church Family
 Drug Overdoses
 Violence in our community
 Missions Partners (Domestic and Foreign)
 Students going back to school
 Covid-19
 Racism and Racial Tension
 Elected Officials (City, County, State, National, International)
 Families in Bereavement
 Unemployed
 United States of America
 The Entire World
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