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February 2021 UPDATE 

 

Message from our Pastor 

Dear SMBC family, 
 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the earth hear 

His voice! 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the people 

rejoice! 

Oh, come to the Father, through Jesus the Son, 

And give Him the glory, great things He hath done. 
 

Greetings, HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

We are blessed to still be at the beginning of a new year. The beginning of a new year brings new hope, 

new joy, and new expectations. 2020 presented us with some challenges but we thank God for blessing us 

and still being in control. The end of 2020 touched me and my family hard as I became ill and underwent 

various treatments, but God is a healer. I thank God to be in the land of the living. God continues to bless 

us…guide us...and keep us. I am grateful for my supportive family, who have given me ‘round the clock 

care. I am also grateful for the love and support being shown and given from our SMBC family and even 

the community. Special thanks also to the staff, Ministers and Leadership of our church who have 

continued to do the work of ministry as I mend and heal. I will be back… 
 

2021 has brought forth remnants of 2020 and a horrifying episode of how troubled our country is on 

January 6, 2021. I will never forget those events, but January 20 gave us hope that we have a promised 

future ahead. Let us not be a part of the divide or problems but let us walk together as part of the solution 

to our country’s unrest.   

As we continue to navigate these challenging times, I encourage you to reach out to one another and 

support. Let’s continue to call someone, text someone, send a card, letter, ecard, do a drive by, connect 

with somebody. I look forward to joining you on virtual worship, Sunday School, and Bible Study. Your 

presence makes a difference. Let’s continue to work together in planning virtual experiences to connect.  
 

This month is Black History Month and I invite you to join me in viewing the PBS specials on the Black 

Church and Black Church Music. These experiences plan to be a blessing. Also, we look forward in learning 

about our history from our youth. Let’s share these experiences with others.  

Thank you again for being the church you are, breaking records, sharing the faith. I cannot tell you how 

many persons in the community and across the world have sent me letters, emails, and messages stating 

they are blessed by the ministry of SMBC. God is using each of you in a powerful way, whether in worship, 

on Facebook, in the stores, etc. Thank you for letting the Lord use you. 
 

I encourage you to stay safe, stay strong, and remain steadfast in God’s way. We will come out of this 

pandemic stronger, healthier, and more grateful for God’s blessings. After this test, there will be a 

TESTIMONY of How we made it over. Remain in the Lord’s will. Let’s be an EXCITED CHURCH, EXCITED 

ABOUT GOD’S LOVE! 
 

Grace and Peace,  

Rev. Dr. William J. Smith, Jr. 
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February Activities 
2 No Tuesday Night Teaching – 6PM 

7 Ordinance Sunday 

10AM – Sunday School, 11AM – Worship Service 

(Black History Tribute) 

9 Tuesday Night Teaching – 6PM 

 

14 10AM – Sunday School, 11AM – Worship Service 

GO RED Sunday (wear red attire) 

(Black History Tribute) 

 

16 Tuesday Night Teaching – 6PM 

 

21 10AM – Sunday School, 11AM – Worship Service 

(Black History Tribute) 

 

23 Tuesday Night Teaching – 6PM 

 

28 African American Heritage Sunday (wear your African attire) 

10AM – Sunday School, 11AM – Worship Service 

(Black History Tribute) 

Youth Emphasis Sunday  

 

 

Special Announcement: 
Are you interested in helping with our Audio Visual Ministry? We are in need of help as we expand 

our Audio and Video ministry. On the Job training is provided. Please contact Deacon Clarence Grier if 

interested.  
 

Church Office Hours: 
Members can contact the church office during the normal hours of 9AM to 4PM.  Someone will be 

available to answer your call.  Appointments are only available with Pastor Smith.  We ask that 

members not show up without making an appointment to limit the spread of COVID-19. Masks are 

required, and restrictions are in place. Forms and other information are available now in the lobby of 

the church. Temperature checks may be requested. Any person having an appointment is required to 

sign in during the week. We ask that you be patient and follow instructions. Thanks for your 

cooperation. 
 

Church Registration:  

Members, please update your current information & pickup your 2021 envelopes. 

Please Note: even if you give virtually, we ask that you pick up envelopes. Thanks! 
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Celebrating Black History Month 
 

Black History Month is an annual celebration of achievements by African Americans and a time for recognizing 

their central role in U.S. history. Also known as African American History Month, the event grew out of “Negro 

History Week,” the brainchild of noted historian Carter G. Woodson and other prominent African Americans. Since 

1976, every U.S. president has officially designated the month of February as Black History Month. Other countries 

around the world, including Canada and the United Kingdom, also devote a month to celebrating Black history. 

Origins of Black History Month 

The story of Black History Month begins in 1915, half a century after the Thirteenth Amendment abolished slavery 

in the United States. 

That September, the Harvard-trained historian Carter G. Woodson and the prominent minister Jesse E. Moorland 

founded the Association for the Study of Negro Life and History (ASNLH), an organization dedicated to researching 

and promoting achievements by Black Americans and other peoples of African descent. 

Known today as the Association for the Study of African American Life and History (ASALH), the group sponsored 

a national Negro History week in 1926, choosing the second week of February to coincide with the birthdays of 

Abraham Lincoln and Frederick Douglass. The event inspired schools and communities nationwide to organize local 

celebrations, establish history clubs and host performances and lectures. 

In the decades that followed, mayors of cities across the country began issuing yearly proclamations recognizing 

Negro History Week. By the late 1960s, thanks in part to the civil rights movement and a growing awareness of 

Black identity, Negro History Week had evolved into Black History Month on many college campuses. 

President Gerald Ford officially recognized Black History Month in 1976, calling upon the public to “seize the 

opportunity to honor the too-often neglected accomplishments of Black Americans in every area of endeavor 

throughout our history.” 

(Excerpts from history.com) 

2021 THEME 

The Black Family: Representation, Identity, and Diversity. 

The black family has been a topic of study in many disciplines—history, literature, the visual arts and film studies, 

sociology, anthropology, and social policy.  Its representation, identity, and diversity have been reverenced, 

stereotyped, and vilified from the days of slavery to our own time. The black family knows no single location, since 

family reunions and genetic-ancestry searches testify to the spread of family members across states, nations, and 

continents. Not only are individual black families diasporic, but Africa and the diaspora itself have been long 

portrayed as the black family at large. While the role of the black family has been described by some as a microcosm 

of the entire race, its complexity as the “foundation” of African American life and history can be seen in numerous 

debates over how to represent its meaning and typicality from a historical perspective—as slave or free, as 

patriarchal or matriarchal/matrifocal, as single-headed or dual-headed household, as extended or nuclear, as fictive 

kin or blood lineage, as legal or common law, and as black or interracial, etc. Variation appears, as well, in 

discussions on the nature and impact of parenting, childhood, marriage, gender norms, sexuality, and incarceration. 

The family offers a rich tapestry of images for exploring the African American past and present. 

 
 

 

https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/civil-rights-movement
https://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/gerald-r-ford
http://history.com/
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Thank You Cards 
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Sunday School Lessons 

ADULT REVIEW SESSIONS EACH WEEK 

(Sunday School lessons are now available online) 

(www.smbchurch.com) 

 February 7, 2021 – Called to Evangelize (John 4:25-42) 

 February 14, 2021 – Mary Magdalene: A Faithful Disciple  

  (Luke 8:1-3; Mark 15:40; John 20:10-18) 

 February 21, 2021 –  Priscilla: Called to Minister (Acts 18:1-3, 

  Acts 18-21, 24-26; Romans 16:3-4) 

 February 28, 2021 – Lydia: Called to Serve (Acts 16:11-15, 40; 

         1 Corinthians 1:26-30) 
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Don't forget you can contact your Shepherding Deacon if you need prayer, 

assistance or just need a word of encouragement. See the list below: 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO THOSE  

BORN IN January & February! 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO ALL OF 

OUR COUPLES MARRIED IN 

JANUARY & FEBRUARY. 
 

____________________________________________________________  
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Our Daily Bread Devotionals are 

in! 

 

Pick up your copy! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Employment Opportunities: 

Fire Department:  
http://www.cityofkokomo.org/departments/fire_department/recruitment.php 

 
Police Department:  
http://www.cityofkokomo.org/departments/police_department/recruitment_and_officer_selectio

n_process1.php 
 

Howard County:  
http://www.howardcountyin.gov/administration/human-resources/employment-opportunities 
 

 

 

 

http://www.cityofkokomo.org/departments/fire_department/recruitment.php
http://www.cityofkokomo.org/departments/police_department/recruitment_and_officer_selection_process1.php
http://www.cityofkokomo.org/departments/police_department/recruitment_and_officer_selection_process1.php
http://www.howardcountyin.gov/administration/human-resources/employment-opportunities
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Black Church: This is our Story, This is our Song 

 

Join us and watch 

 

Part 1 Tuesday, Feb. 16 at 9PM  

 

Part 2 Wednesday, Feb. 17 at 9PM 

 

 

Be ready to win prize on Saturday, February 20th as questions will be posted 

throughout the day. Let's reflect upon our history and culture. 
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AMEN! Music of the Black Church PBS Special 
 

Explore the rich traditions, historical significance, and meaning of Black church 

music in a new concert film, Amen! Music of the Black Church. Recorded before a 

live audience at the Second Baptist Church in Bloomington, Indiana, Dr. Raymond 

Wise leads the Indiana University African American Choral Ensemble in a 

performance of sacred music spanning from African traditions to contemporary 

praise and worship music. Much of the Black experience has been defined and 

uplifted by the Black church, with gospel and religious music as a form of self-

expression. Amen! Music of the Black Church speaks to the optimism and triumph 

embodied in this musical genre. Weaved throughout the performance are vignettes 

featuring short narrative interviews with historic highlights and styled visuals that 

give context to the musical styles featured in the program. 

 

Watch on PBS 

Thursday, Feb. 25 at 10PM 
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The vaccination of Hoosiers against COVID-19 has begun. Any Hoosier age 65 and older is now eligible 

to schedule a vaccination appointment, as are long-term care residents, first responders (firefighters, 

police officers and sheriff’s deputies, emergency medical services, reservists and correctional officers) 

who are regularly called to the scene of an emergency to give medical aid, and licensed and 

unlicensed healthcare workers who have in-person contact with patients or infectious material in any 

healthcare setting. 

Hoosiers age 65 and older can schedule a vaccination at https://vaccine.coronavirus.in.gov/ or by 

calling 2-1-1 if they do not have access to a computer or need assistance registering. 

Who is eligible to receive vaccine? 

If you answer yes to any of these questions, you are eligible to receive the COVID-19 vaccine: 

Are you age 65 or older? 

 Do you work or volunteer in healthcare and have (physical or close) contact or face to face 

interactions with patients? Examples include: 

 Inpatient, outpatient, provider office setting, nursing homes, residential care facilities, assisted 

living facilities, in-home services 

 This includes all clinical and non-clinical positions: clinicians, dietary, environmental services, 

administrators who have direct contact with patients, clergy who see patients in the healthcare 

setting, non-clinicians who assist in procedures, transportation staff, etc. 

 This also includes local health department staff who interact with patients at test sites, health 

clinics or provide direct patient care 

 Do you have exposure to COVID-19 infectious material? (Examples include cleaning of rooms or 

material from COVID-19 patients, performing COVID-19 testing, other exposure to infected 

tissue, performing autopsies or other post-mortem examinations of COVID-19 patients) 

 Are you a first responder (firefighter, police officer and sheriff’s deputy, emergency medical 

services, reservist and correctional officer) who is regularly called to the scene of an emergency 

to give medical aid? 

For more information check out: https://www.coronavirus.in.gov/vaccine/ 

 

https://www.coronavirus.in.gov/vaccine/
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COVID-19 Testing Site: 
Howard County's COVID-19 Community Testing Site is located at 620 N Bell Street, Kokomo. Hours 

of operation for the month of October: Monday, Tuesday 8am-12pm; Wednesday, Thursday 8am-7pm; 

Saturday 8am-1pm. Testing is free for Hoosiers. A mobile clinic site will operate on Fridays. To 

register for an appointment, visit https://scheduling.coronavirus.in.gov. Walk-ins are accepted. Please 

allow ample time to complete your appointment.  Please wear a face covering to your appointment. 
 

If I wear my face covering to protect you from me, and you wear your face covering to protect 

me from you, then we can all dramatically decrease our risk of transmission of the virus that 

causes COVID-19. This, in conjunction with social distancing and frequent handwashing or use 

of hand sanitizer, will be important in limiting the spread of COVID-19.  

 

https://scheduling.coronavirus.in.gov/
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Let us Pray… 

 Pastor and First Lady 

 SMBC Church Family 

 Drug Overdoses 

 Violence in our community 

 Missions Partners (Domestic and Foreign) 

 Students going back to school 

 Covid-19 

 Racism and Racial Tension 

 Elected Officials (City, County, State, National, International) 

 Families in Bereavement 

 Unemployed 

 United States of America 

 The Entire World 
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