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Beginning Question…

• When you go into a store or restaurant, what is a sign of “good 
service?”



Meaning of Service

• Service is the action of helping or doing work for someone else. 
Showing kindness and favor to others. Helping, assisting, and aiding 
those in need.

• We serve others not to glorify ourselves, but to glorify God’s name.

• Selfish people do not serve, because they are to invested in 
themselves to pour into others. 

• You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use 
your freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly 
in love. Galatians 5:13



Background Terms

• Primary Old Testament terms
• – Kohan – priestly service
• – Tsaba – military service
• – Abad/sharath – slave/servant

• Primary New Testament terms
• – Latreuo – hired servant
• – Douleuo – bond servant
• – Diakoneo – servant-hearted, 

‘deacon’

• All terms: subjection under another

• We are God’s people (not our own) –
1 Corinthians 6:19 What? know ye not 
that your body is the temple of the 
Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye 
have of God, and ye are not your 
own?

• Essential element: humility - a spirit of 
self-denying regard for the good, 
benefit or wishes of another

• Jesus puts this at center for us…John 
9:4 We must work the works of Him 
who sent Me as long as it is day; night 
is coming when no one can work.



Called to Service

• We are each called to serve others, whether we’re blessed with 
wealth, power, and influence, or have nothing. God asks us to serve 
others where we are, in everything we do.

• Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a 
multitude of sins. Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. 
Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve 
others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. 1 Peter 
4:8-10 (NIV)

• Service means we must experience many little deaths of going beyond 
ourselves. Richard Foster



Service

• We must discipline ourselves to serve.

• Serving is not always glamorous and glorious.

• Serving can be stressful and hard.

• WE MUST BE DISCIPLINED!

• Moses – served and it was hard work.

• Elijah and Jonah – were tired and frustrated

• Jesus – tired. This is probably why He could sleep in the boat during 
the storm.

• We will become tired as we serve.



Expectation to Serve

• As followers of Christ, we are expected to serve.

• MATTHEW 20:28 KJV "Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered 
unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.

• Anointed to serve
• Luke 4:18-21 “God’s Spirit is on me; he’s chosen me to preach the Message of good 

news to the poor, Sent me to announce pardon to prisoners and recovery of sight to 
the blind, To set the burdened and battered free, to announce, “This is God’s time to 
shine!””

• We are Christians – Christ Followers and should follow Christ’s example. 

• This means we should serve.

• True service is found in the words of Mark 9:35:’ servant to ALL’



Jesus and Servanthood

• Jesus’ Instruction – Mark 10:35-45

• Radical new leadership principle is given to Christ-followers:

• Greatness & ‘firstness’ is found in Servanthood!

• v45 - ‘Son of Man came to serve…’ is exemplified by Him…

• Jesus’ Example – John 13:1-5; 12-17 – God washes feet!

• – He served from strength, not weakness. (vv.1-3)

• – He took a VERY lowly position before them (Peter’s shock)

• – His intent was give vivid example to servant leadership truth

• – His death was the ULTIMATE example…



Motives to Serve

• Motivated by Gladness – Serve the Lord with gladness – Psalm 100:1-3
• Make a joyful shout to the Lord, all you lands! Serve the Lord with gladness; Come 

before His presence with singing. Know that the Lord, He is God; It is He who has 
made us, and not we ourselves; We are His people and the sheep of His pasture.

• Motivated by Humility - NOT Recognition, Spiritual Points, Self-benefit
• Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others 

above yourselves (Philippians 2:3)

• It is an obedient honor. To think that God chooses us and uses us to aid 
Him is such a great honor. “For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ 
Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” 
Ephesians 2:10

• Eternal Reward: “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! 
You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many 
things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’ Matthew 25:21



What is the Greater Need?

• “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you 
hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 
When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes 
and clothe you? When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit 
you?’ “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of 
the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ 
Matthew 25:37-40



“Learn the lesson that, if you are to 
do the work of a prophet, what you 
need is not a sceptre but a hoe.”
― Bernard of Clairvaux



Self-righteous service versus true service

• Self-righteous service come through human effort

• True service comes from a relationship with God and serve out of the whispered promptings and 
urging of the Holy Spirit.

• Self-righteous service is impressed with numbers, with the big deal

• True service hard to distinguish between little or large acts of service.

• Self-righteous service requires external rewards, need to be 
acknowledged/appreciated/applauded

• True service rests, content, in being hidden

• Self-righteous service concerned about results

• True service delights in just serving



Self-righteous service versus true service

• Self-righteous service picks and chooses who to serve

• True service is found in the words of Mark 9:35:’ servant to ALL’

• Self-righteous service affected by moods and feelings

• True service serves because there is a need

• Self-righteous service is temporary

• True service is a lifestyle

• Self-righteous service fractures community

• True service builds community



YES YOU CAN
• The lies we tell ourselves:

• We can’t make a difference.
• We aren’t important.
• We aren’t needed.
• We have nothing to offer.
• We don’t have time.

• WE ARE GIFTED BY GOD TO SERVE!

• As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here 
and there by waves and carried about by every wind of 
doctrine, but the trickery of men, by craftiness in 
deceitful scheming; but speaking the truth in love, we 
are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, 
even Christ, from whom the whole body, being fitted 
and held together by what every joint supplies, 
according to the proper working of each individual part, 
causes the growth of the body for the building up of 
itself in love. Ephesians 4:14



Ask GOD!

• Ask God each day to show you how you can be of service to Him. 
Remember Samuel’s words in 1 Samuel 3:10?

• The Lord came and stood there, calling as at the other times, 
“Samuel! Samuel!” Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is 
listening.”



Serve at Home!

• We must start serving the people God has already blessed us with, 
before we take on the outside world. 

• Start right at home.

• Anyone who does not provide for their relatives, and especially for 
their own household, has denied the faith and is worse than an 
unbeliever. 1 Timothy 5:8



Kinds of Service –

• 1. Humble servitude is hidden. 

• 2. The service of guarding the reputation of others. 

“Guarding the reputation of others is a deep and lasting service.” – Foster

• 3. The service of being served.

• 4. The service of common courtesy. 

• 5. The service of hospitality. 

• 6. The service of listening.

• 7. The service of bearing each other’s burdens.

• 8. The service of sharing the Word of God with one another.



Seeing, 
Serving...Loving



Disciplines REVIEW

• Meditation — Reflecting on the things God is teaching you and listening for 
the still small voice deep inside. 

• Prayer — Talking directly to God, expressing your love for Him, sharing your 
deepest desires, pain, and petitions. 

• Fasting — Going without something for a prolonged period of time in order 
to focus primarily on God. 

• Solitude — Spending time alone with God away from all distractions in 
order to achieve higher levels of patience and self-awareness.

• Fellowship – Allowing oneself to share in community with others.

• Worship — Expressing your love for God in community with other 
Christians.


