
BIBLE STUDY
Introduction



EXPECTATIONS:

• What do you expect to gain from a study of Revelation?



How do you typically see 
the book of Revelation? 

What have you been told?



LAYING THE 
GROUNDWORK



Most Neglected and Abused

• The book of Revelation is one of the most neglected and yet one of the most 
abused books of the New Testament today and in times past.   

• This view point is expressed in various forms by many biblical scholars.

• "It is regarded as the most difficult book of the New Testament by most 
Christians.  It is the most 'turned back' book.  Classes make their way through 
the New Testament, but when they get to Revelation they 'turn back' to 
Matthew." --- (Introducing the Book at the End of the Bible, by Ferrell Jenkins. 
p. 1)

• "Neglected, misunderstood, and grossly perverted, the Book of Revelation 
stands quite alone in the New Testament." --- (Revelation - "Victory in 
Christ", by Robert Harkrider. p. 1)

• Used to frighten people into salvation. It becomes like a horror movie to 
salvation.



THE CLOSED BOOK

• “For most people today, the Book of Revelation is a 
closed book – literally. They never read it.  They are 
either afraid of it or think they cannot possibly 
understand it.  This is unfortunate because from the 
early days of the church this book was turned to in 
times of persecution as a source of strength and 
encouragement.  Of all the books in the Bible, it has 
the most panoramic sweep of history and of God’s 
ultimate control over it. Things might be rough, but 
God knows what he is doing and is leading us to the 
New Jerusalem, where he will wipe away all tears and 
we will dwell with him forever.”



IMPORTANT THOUGHTS

• Revelation is to be connected with the bible. It merely restates concepts 
from other passages. For example, “God will wipe away every tear from 
the eyes” (Rev. 7:17) is a creative adaption of Isaiah 25:8. God never 
changes. This book is to be interpreted through Scripture. Connect with 
the entire bible.

• Revelation is not be only treated as a doom and gloom prediction. It s not 
so much a prediction of future events as it is an expose of spiritual 
realities that affect us now and will bring the events of history to a 
worthy end. Put on spiritual eyes. See God’s divine plan.



Historical Context

• Author

• John, identified as one “who bore witness to the word 
of God, and to the testimony of Jesus Christ” (Re 1:1-
2). John the apostle (Revelation 1:1,4,9; 22:8), who 
also wrote (Gospel of John; 1,2, &3 John) The apostle 
John, brother of James, and author of the gospel of 
John and three epistles.

• Written from the island of Patmos (Revelation 1:9)



Meaning of Revelation

• Last book the Bible

• Apocalyptic writing

• Only prophetical book in the New Testament

• 17 prophetical books in the Old Testament

• Final Chapter of the story of salvation

• Curtain pulled back to give God’s people a glimpse of his plans for 
human history, plans that center around Jesus Christ.

• The only book in all the Bible which begins by promising a special blessing on 
those who study it, and ends by promising a special curse on those who add 
or take away from it.



A Word about Prophecy

• Bible Prophecy can be divided into two categories:

• Forth telling

• To utter forth, declare, a thing which can only be known by 
divine revelation; declare the divine will, to interpret the 
purposes of God, or to make known in any way the truth of God 
which is designed to influence people.

• Foretelling

• The declaration of future events as revealed from the Lord, 
pertaining especially to the kingdom of God.

• Revelation is an example of which type?



More Facts about the Book

• The title of the book, Revelation, comes from the Greek word for apocalypse 
and refers to an unveiling, a revealing, or a disclosure of something as yet 
unknown.  Revelation is an appropriate title for the book’s work is so 
interested in making known the events of the future.

• The book of Revelation is the most prophetic of all New Testament books.  
John classed himself as a prophet (22:9), and refers to his book as a prophecy 
5 times (1:3; 22:7; 10, 18, 19).

• In addition to being the most prophetic, Revelation stresses worship more 
than any other book in the New Testament (see 3:9; 4:10; 5:14; 9:20; 11:1; 
14:7; 15:4; 19:4; 10, 20, 22:9).



J. Vernon McGee writes:

“This book is like a great union station where the great trunk lines of 
prophecy come in from other portions of Scripture. Revelation does not 
originate, but consummates. It is imperative to a right understanding of the 
book to be able to trace each great subject of prophecy from the first 
reference to the terminal.” (Reveling Through Revelation, p.4)



Subjects of Prophecy that are 
consummated in Revelation

• The Lord Jesus Christ

• The Church

• The Resurrection of Saints

• The Great Tribulation

• Satan

• The Man of Sin

• False Religion

• The times of the Gentiles

• The Second Coming of Christ



Literary Genre

• Letter

• Prophetic letter

• Prophetic-apocalyptic letter

• Features of apocalyptic literature include the use of highly symbolic 
or figurative language (cf. “signified”, Re 1:1). It was normally written 
in times of persecution, usually depicting the conflict between good 
and evil.



Style of Apocalyptic writing

• Use of vivid imagery and symbolism 

• Often focused on eschatological (end times) issues 

• Reference to a final reckoning between good and evil, with the people of God 
being rewarded, and the followers of Satan being punished  

• A connection between the end times and the messiah  

• Descriptions of heaven and hell  

• Descriptions of a new heaven and a new Jerusalem 

• Descriptions of Satan (Belial in the Dead Sea Scrolls) and his supporters  

• Descriptions of a coming time of tribulation 

• Raising of the dead 



Style continued…

• Grows out of some great conflict

• Visions and Dreams

• Has a predictive element

• Symbolic language

• Drama

• Meanings behind signs, symbols, characters, colors, etc.



Purpose of Revelation

IMMEDIATE 
PURPOSE

HISTORICAL 
PURPOSE

GODLY PURPOSE



Interpreting 
Revelation

Preterist approach

Historicist

Futurist

Eclectic



Preterist 
approach

• The book refers to events that 
were fulfilled in the first century 
A.D., or shortly thereafter. It was 
written primarily to encourage 
the original readers. Its value for 
today would therefore be 
didactic (teaching the value of 
faithfulness to God). Revelation 
describes events that are 
happening in John’s time and 
those that are about to happen.



Historicist

• The book provides a panoramic 
view of the experience of the 
church as it proceeds 
throughout history. A sketch of 
history from the time of Christ to 
our own day.

• This view finds in the book such 
events as the rise of Catholicism, 
Islam, the Protestant 
reformation, world wars, etc., 
ending with the return of Christ. 
As such it would encourage 
Christians no matter when they 
lived.



Futurist

• Apart from the first few chapters, 
the book depicts events which 
immediately precede the second 
coming of Christ. Therefore most of 
the book has yet to be fulfilled (or 
is being fulfilled now), and its value 
is primarily for Christians who will 
be living at the time Jesus returns.

• Predicting events that will happen 
as the end of the world 
approaches. Though there is some 
variety in this approach, it stresses 
that a number of events described 
in the book of Revelation are 
events that will occur in the very 
last days of human history.



Eclectic/
Idealist

• The book does not deal with any 
specific historical situation. 
Instead, it is simply enforcing the 
principle that good will 
ultimately triumph over evil. As 
such the book is applicable to 
any age. Focuses particular 
attention on the theology of the 
book and directs attention away 
from seeing the book as a guide 
to future events.



Which approach?

• a proper interpretation of the book incorporates some of all these views. 
In my estimation, the “preterist” view has the most merit for the 
following reasons: 

• The book was written specifically to seven churches in Asia (modern 
Turkey) - Re 1:4 

• Its purpose was to uncover or reveal “things which must shortly 
come to pass” - Re 1:1,3; 22:6,10

• John was told, “Do not seal the words of the prophecy of this book, 
for the time is at hand” - Re 22:10



Approaches to Revelation

• Read Revelation with humility

• Try to discover the message to the original readers

• Don’t try to discover a strict chronological map of future events.

• Take Revelation seriously, but don’t always take it literally.

• Pay attention when John identifies an image

• Look to the Old Testament and historical context when interpreting 
images and symbols

• Above all, focus on the main idea and don’t press all the details.



REVELATION INTERPRETS ITSELF 
Symbols 

• 1. Seven golden candlesticks (1:12) Interpretation Seven churches (1:20)                 

• 2. Seven stars (1:16) Angels of the seven churches (1:20) 

• 3. Morning star (2:28) Jesus (22:16) 

• 4. Seven lamps of fire (4:5) Seven spirits of God (4:5) 

• 5. Root of David (5:5) Jesus (22:16) 

• 6. Seven horns and seven eyes (5:6) Seven spirits of God (5:6) 

• 7. Golden vials full of odors (5:8) Prayers of the saints (5:8) 

• 8. Great red dragon (12:3) Devil (12:9) 

• 9. Old serpent (12:9; 20:2) Devil (12:9; 20:2) 

• 10. Woman sits upon a scarlet colored  beast (17:3) Great city that reigns over the 
kings of the earth (17:18)                 

• 11. Seven heads (17:3) Seven mountains on which the woman sitteth (17:9) 

• 12. Ten horns (17:3) Ten kings (17:12) 



Observations in Revelations

• More titles for our Savior than any other book in the Bible

• The Numbers 7 and 12 are predominant in the book of Revelation

• A book about God’s Lamb.

• The Witnesses of the Lamb instructed (1-3)

• The Worship of the Lamb Invited (4-5)

• The Wrath of the Lamb Invoked (6-19)

• The Reign of the Lamb Instituted (20)

• The Wife of the Lamb Introduced (21-22)



It is obvious that the number "seven" plays a large part in the structure 
of the book as can be seen from the seven churches, seven seals, seven 
trumpets, and seven bowls. Some other examples of "seven" are: 

1. 7 blessings, Rev. 1:3; 14:13; 16:15; 19:9; 
20:6; 22:7,14 

2. 7 lampstands, Rev. 1:12 

3. 7 spirits of God, Rev. 1:4; 3:1; 4:5; 5:6 

4. 7 stars, Rev. 1:16,20; 2:1 

5. 7 lamps of fire, Rev. 4:5 

6. 7 seals on the scroll, Rev. 5:1 

7. 7 horns, 7 eyes of the lamb, Rev. 5:6 

8. 7 attributes of Jesus praised, Rev. 5:12 

9. 7 signs in nature, Rev. 6:12-14 

10. 7 types of men, Rev. 6:15 

11. 7 attributes of God praised, Rev. 7:12 

12. 7 angels before God, Rev. 8:2,6 

13. 7 trumpets held by the seven angels, 
Rev. 8:6 (Rev. 15:1,6,7,8; 17:1; 21:9) 

14. 7 signs, Rev. 12:1,3; 13:13,14; 15:1; 
16:14; 19:20 

15. 7 heads, 7 diadems of the red dragon, 
Rev. 12:3 

16. 7 heads of the sea beast, Rev. 13:1; 
17:3,7 

17. 7 angels, Rev. 14:6-20 

18. 7 plagues, Rev. 15:1; 21:9 

19. 7 hills, Rev. 17:9 

20. 7 kings Rev. 17:10 

21. 7 things that are no more in chapters 
21-22 (Rev. 21:1,4[four times]; Rev. 
21:25; 22:3)



“The 

Things 

Which You 

Have 

Seen…”

Personal and 
biographical

Chapter 1

“The Things 

Which 

Are…”

Christ’s letters to 
the seven 
churches

Chapters 2-3

“The Things Which Will 

Take Place…”

Christ as Judge (chapters 4-5)

The Tribulation (chapters 6-18)

The Coming of Christ (chapter 19)

The millennium (chapter 20)

The eternal state (chapters 21-22)

Chapters 4-22

Scope History; looking back Prophecy; looking forward

Style Dialogue Observations and questions

Scene On earth Shifts between earth and heaven

Theme Christ’s future triumph over the forces of evil and His recreation of the 
world for the redeemed

Key Verses 1:7, 19; 22:12-13

Christ in 
Revelation

Jesus is the coming King of Kings and Lord of Lords, who will return as 
Judge and King to usher in the kingdom of God on earth (19:11-20:6)
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REVELATION



STRUCTURE

• 1.  Prologue (1:1-20)

• 2.  Messages to the seven churches (2:1-3:22)

• 3.  Vision of heaven (4:1-5:14)

• 4.  Seven seals (6:1-8:5)

• 5.  Seven trumpets (8:6-11:19)

• 6.  Seven significant signs (12:1-14:20)

• 7.  Seven bowls (15:1-16:21)

• 8.  Triumph of God (17:1-20:15)

• 9.  New heaven and new earth (21:1-22:5)

• 10.  Epilogue (22:6-21)



Helpful References (Numbers)

• 1 – Unity, togetherness (ONE GOD)

• 2 – Confirmation, strength (two witnesses)

• 3 – Divine completeness, a sacred number, emphasis (Trinity)

• 4 – Earthly, completeness in nature, 4 corners of earth, 4 directions, etc.

• 5 – and multiples of 5, 10, 15, 50, etc. signify human completeness (5 fingers)

• 6 – 1 short of 7 implies imperfection, failure, sometimes evil (666?)

• 7 – Perfection, completeness, inclusiveness

• 10 – Again completeness from a human standpoint (10 fingers

• Multiples (100, 1000) Perfection, fullness or long indefinite period of time

• 12 – symbolic of the people of God and divinity

• 12 tribes, 12 gates, 12 apostles

• 12 times 12 times 1000 = 144,000 symbolic of God’s people

• 3 ½ - 7 cut in half – thus incompleteness or imperfection

• 1250 days = 3 ½ years

• 42 months = 3 ½ years



Helpful References (Colors)

• White – purity, righteousness, innocence

• Black – distress, calamity

• Red – war, bloodshed

• Pale – famine, death

• Purple – pomp, luxury, royalty

• Scarlett – color of blood thus persecution, suffering cruelty



Helpful References (symbols)

• Throne – dignity, power, authority

• Crown – Royalty

• Lamb – sacrifice

• Beasts – living creature

• Horses – instrument of war



KEY THEMES

Salvation Faithfulness 

Victory / 
Overcoming

Judgment 



Revelation 1:6-8 (Lessons for God’s 
kingdom)

• Titles:

• One who is, who was, who is to come.

• Kingdom, Priests. 

• Exodus 19:6; 1 Peter 2:9



Why write the book of Revelation

• There are many reasons for the writing of the book of Revelation. They 
include:

• to complete and unite the plan of Scripture and prophetic truth of the 
Bible;

• to comfort and encourage the saints of his day as they        were  
enduring Roman persecution

• to communicate the person, power, and program of the  Savior; 

• to condemn the princes of sin;

• to convey the promise of Christ’s second coming; and

• to motivate Christians to godly and wise living.



Revelation is not meant just for our 
future, but for our present!  The One 
who IS, is watching even now! Allow it 
to shape your worldview today.



REST IN THE COMPORT OF GOD

• "(1) I will love You, O Lord, my strength. The Lord is my rock and my 
fortress and my deliverer; My God, my strength, in whom I will trust; My 
shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. I will call upon the 
Lord, {who is worthy} to be praised; So shall I be saved from my enemies. 
The pangs of death encompassed me, And the floods of ungodliness 
made me afraid. The sorrows of Sheol surrounded me; The snares of 
death confronted me. In my distress I called upon the Lord, And cried out 
to my God; He heard my voice from His temple, And my cry came before 
Him, {even} to His ears." Psalm 18:1-6



Knowing what the Bible teaches in 
Revelation…

• Communicates the full CHARACTER OF GOD, balancing our theology.

• Gives us HOPE for today and alleviates UNNECESSARY FEARS about the 
future.

• Compels us to live GODLY LIVES in view of FUTURE REWARDS.

• Moves us to WORSHIP GOD, who will ultimately TRIUMPH OVER EVIL.



From Genesis to Revelation

• The Bible is unified from beginning to end as Revelation relates to 
Genesis. In Genesis 3:17-19, paradise is lost due to the original sin of 
man. In Revelation 21:3-4, paradise is restored due to the work of God 
the Son.



TAKEAWAY

• Spend time just scanning the Book of Revelation. Make a list of verses 
containing phrases or words that indicate that the message of the book is 
largely symbolism (verses that use words such as “like,” “as,” “sign,” 
“signify,” etc.). 


