
Understanding God 
BIBLE STUDY SERIES

Instructor: 

Rev. Dr. William J. Smith, Jr.

Pastor, Second Missionary 
Baptist Church - Kokomo, 
Indiana



GOD IS… and our RESPONSE

Because of God’s character/attributes, names he 
displays we must have a response as believers. God is 
Holy, Righteous, True… etc.

How do we respond?



The Holiness of God

• Holy comes from Hebrew word, which means 
“separated, marked off, placed apart, or withdrawn 
from common use.”

• Holiness and God
• God is transcendent above His creation and above His 

creation’s corruption.
• Preeminent – Isaiah 6:3; Revelation 4:8

• Transcendent – Exodus 15:11; 1 Samuel 2:2; Job 15:15

• GOD IS HOLY!



God is Transcendent Above His 
Creation
• Transcendence – to go beyond, rise above, or 

exceed.

• As Creator, God is above His creation and totally 
distinct from every created being.



God is Transcendent Above 
Creation's Corruption
• God cannot sin, cannot take pleasure in sin, and 

cannot have fellowship with sin. 

• It is impossible for corruption and sin to have 
fellowship with God.



The Importance of Holiness

• Acknowledging and Understanding God’ holiness 
helps us grow in our own walk (Proverbs 9:10; 
Hebrews 12:5-14)

• God is holy, and we are called to be holy as He is 
holy (1 Peter 1:15-16)

• Our pursuit of God’s holiness should have the 
greatest impact upon our:
• Doxology – worship

• Praxis – actions or behavior



Duties given regarding the 
believer’s relationship to the Lord
• Isaiah 8:13

• We should regard Him as _____________________. We 
are to set God apart in our hearts as separate or distinct 
from all other persons and things. He is to have first 
place in our lives with no other competing desires or 
loyalties.

• He shall be our _______________________. Fear that 
results from God’s infinite majesty, beauty, holiness, 
righteousness, and power.

• He shall be our _______________________. God is 
admonishing His people not to fear men and thus 
compromise their faith; rather, they are to fear and 
follow Him with all their hearts.



Responding to God’s Holiness

• Reverence and Godly Fear (Psalm 96:9; Isaiah 6:2-3)

• Worship, Gladness and Thanksgiving (1 Timothy 
1:17; Psalm 30:4; Psalm 97:12; Psalm 99:3,5,9)

• Obey (Leviticus 20:26; Leviticus 22:31-33; 2 
Corinthians 6:16-18)



Responding to God’s 
Righteousness
• Live Righteously before God (1 John 2:29; 1 John 3:7)

• Ephesians 4:22-24

• We are to ___________________ _____________ the old 
self. Since we are really new creatures in Christ, we should 
and can put off the sinful deeds of the person that we used to 
be.

• We are to be ___________________ in the spirit of our 
________________. The more we renew our minds in the 
Scriptures and the more we cultivate the mind of Christ, the 
more likely we are to lay aside the old and put on the new.

• We are to _________________ on the new self. After putting 
off the old and sinful deeds, we must put on, cultivate, or 
adorn ourselves in those deeds that are appropriate to our 
new life as children of God.



Responding to God’s 
Righteousness
• Live with Great confidence in God (Psalm 92:15; 

Isaiah 41:10)

• Live a Life of Worship to God (Psalm 96:11-13; 
Revelation 15:3-4)

• Proclaim God’s righteousness to others (Psalm 
40:10; Psalm 71:15-16)



A FAITHFUL GOD

• Truth of God’s Faithfulness (Psalm 36:5; 100:5)

• The word “faithfulness” is translated from the 
Hebrew word emunah, which denotes firmness, 
steadfastness, and fidelity.

• God is powerful enough to do all that He ahs 
promised. (Psalm 135:5-6; Isaiah 14:24, 27; 
Ephesians 1:11)

• God and His promises are unchanging. (Psalm 
102:25-27; Malachi 3:6)



Manifestations of God’s 
Faithfulness
• COVENANT (Deuteronomy 7:7-9; Genesis 12:1-3) 

• When the Bible speaks of the covenants between God 
and His people, it refers to the promises that God has 
made to His people-commitments that He has obligated 
Himself to fulfill without fail.

• The Word of God (Joshua 23:14; Psalm 119:89-90; 
Isaiah 40:7-8)

• The Works of God (Psalm 33:4; Isaiah 25:1; 1 
Thessalonians 5:23-24)

• The Coming of God’s Son (Romans 15:8-9; 2 
Corinthians 1:19-20)



Responding to God’s Faithfulness

• Trust in God (Psalm 31:14)
• Isaiah 26:3-4
• The Admonition to Trust
• The Promise of Trust
• Our Trust in God is to be founded upon the reality that 

He has revealed and proven Himself to be an everlasting 
Rock!

• Trust God’s wisdom and Direction (Psalm 37:5; 
Proverbs 3:5-6; Jeremiah 17:5-8)

• Proclaim God’s Faithfulness to ALL (Psalm 40:10; 
Psalm 89:1


