
FOCUS: Finding God’s 
Purpose



PURPOSE

• PURPOSE: (prosthesis) setting forth of a thing, a deliberate intention

• Isaiah 14:24 says, “Surely, as I have planned, so it will be, and as I 
have purposed, so it will it will happen.” – Do you think this means 
God has a specific personal plan for you on earth? If God does have a 
plan for you, what do you think it is and why?



God has always had a plan for us!

• Genesis 1:26-28 
• Then God said, “Let us make human beings in our image, to be like us. They 

will reign over the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, the livestock, all the 
wild animals on the earth, and the small animals that scurry along the 
ground.” So God created human beings in his own image. In the image of God 
he created them; male and female he created them. Then God blessed them 
and said, “Be fruitful and multiply. Fill the earth and govern it. Reign over the 
fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, and all the animals that scurry along the 
ground.”



The IMAGE OF GOD

• The image of God (Latin: imago dei) refers to the immaterial part of humanity. It sets human beings apart from the animal 
world, fits them for the dominion God intended them to have over the earth (Genesis 1:28), and enables us to commune 
with our Creator. It is a likeness mentally, morally, and socially.

• Mentally, humanity was created as a rational, volitional agent. In other words, human beings can reason and choose. This 
is a reflection of God’s intellect and freedom. Anytime someone invents a machine, writes a book, paints a landscape, 
enjoys a symphony, calculates a sum, or names a pet, he or she is proclaiming the fact that we are made in God’s image.

• Morally, humanity was created in righteousness and perfect innocence, a reflection of God’s holiness. God saw all He had 
made (humanity included) and called it “very good” (Genesis 1:31). Our conscience or “moral compass” is a vestige of that 
original state. Whenever someone writes a law, recoils from evil, praises good behavior, or feels guilty, he or she is 
confirming the fact that we are made in God’s own image.

• Socially, humanity was created for fellowship. This reflects God’s triune nature and His love. In Eden, humanity’s primary 
relationship was with God (Genesis 3:8 implies fellowship with God), and God made the first woman because “it is not 
good for the man to be alone” (Genesis 2:18). Every time someone marries, makes a friend, hugs a child, or attends 
church, he or she is demonstrating the fact that we are made in the likeness of God.



God has plans

• Plans in Hebrew means thoughts, purpose

• Proverbs 19:21 “Many are the plans in a person’s heart, but it is the 
Lord’s purpose that prevails.”



God’s purpose is communicated in the WORD

• Jeremiah 29:10-11 – “fulfill my good word”

• Acts 20:27 – Paul preached and declared the purpose of God

• 1 Corinthians 2:10-16

• Luke 4:42; John 12:27 – Jesus came for the purpose of preaching and 
dying for our sins on the cross, all according to God’s word



God’s purpose is for us to OBEY

• Obey by responding to God’s call – Romans 8:28-30

• Learn God’s word so I can OBEY God’s word



God’s purpose is for us to be saved

• God saves us – 2 Timothy 1:9

• God wants everyone to be saved – 1 Timothy 2:4

• God doesn’t want anyone to perish, but for everyone to repent – 2 
Peter 3:9

• Salvation is about where we will spend eternity and also how we live 
our lives.

• Salvation is for something, not just from it

• Salvation is a process, not a one-time event



God’s purpose is for us to be sanctified

• Called and Disciplined in following God – 1 Thessalonians 4:7
• Reverence toward God

• 1 Peter 1:1-2; 15-16

• 2 Peter 1:2-4



PRAY
Lord, our prayer is that you help us in our search to discover 
our true purpose on earth. Lead us as we read your word to 
discover the pure joy and peace once we understand and 
accept God’s purpose for each of us.


