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LIVING IN COMMUNITY



Our Faith is not our Own!

N.T. Wright says “it is as impossible, 
unnecessary, and undesirable to be a 
Christian all by yourself as it is to be a 
newborn baby all by yourself.”



COMMUNITY EXAMPLES

• Family

• Israelites in OT

• Disciples

• Body of Christ 



Community - Fellowship

• Community – Common, Unity, Communion – Sharing together
• We belong together.

• Community is based on a common belief. Drawn together because of shared 
values or ideas.

• Our Call to Action: Greek for Fellowship – Koinonia – to share in, 
fellowship with, participation

• A ways to share in spiritual disciplines together – giving, celebration, 
worship, study, prayer, service, etc.



The Early Church

• Acts 2:42 – Continued “steadfastly in…fellowship”
• Assembled together for worship

• Spent time together in prayer, singing, eating, etc.

• Valued time together for the benefit of the whole



THE NEED FOR COMMUNITY

• Problem of Me – Myself – I
• Persons interested in things pertaining to themselves
• Wall of Solitude built with missing the joy of community.
• Little concern for needs of others

• Examples of Self Centeredness
• Rise in crime against others – rape, theft, assault, murder
• Escape routes – drugs, alcohol
• Looking Out for #1
• Trends of how we move and communicate (No need for meaningful 

relationships)

• ISOLATED SOCIETY



COMMUNITY begins with a wiliness and 
openness to be vulnerable to others.
• Ecclesiastes 4:9-12

• Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their labor: If either of them falls 
down, one can help the other up. But pity anyone who falls and has no one to help them up. Also, 
if two lie down together, they will keep warm. But how can one keep warm alone? Though one 
may be overpowered, two can defend themselves. A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.

• Join in at a place of authenticity.

• We need encouragement to remain faithful – Hebrews 3:12-14
• See to it, brothers and sisters, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away 

from the living God. But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called “Today,” so that none 
of you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness. We have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold 
our original conviction firmly to the very end.

• We need comfort in times of tribulation – 2 Corinthians 1:3-5; 1 Thessalonians 5:11
• Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of 

all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with 
the comfort we ourselves receive from God. For just as we share abundantly in the sufferings of 
Christ, so also our comfort abounds through Christ.

• Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.
• Comfort comes from God and each other. Therefore, God comforts directly and indirectly



The Elements of Community

• Care for one another – 1 Corinthians 12:26
• If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is 

honored, every part rejoices with it.
• Teach and Admonish one another – Colossians 3:16

• Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach 
and admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, 
hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with 
gratitude in your hearts.

• Serve one another in love – Galatians 5:13
• You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do 

not use your freedom to indulge the flesh[a]; rather, serve one 
another humbly in love.



The Elements of Community continued

• Pray for one another – James 5:16
• Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each 

other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous 
person is powerful and effective.

• Restore one another – James 5:19-20
• My brothers and sisters, if one of you should wander from the 

truth and someone should bring that person back, remember 
this: Whoever turns a sinner from the error of their way will 
save them from death and cover over a multitude of sins.

• Hospitable to one another – 1 Peter 4:9
• Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling.



COMMUNITY should be experienced often.

• Acts 2:46-47
• Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke 

bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising 
God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their 
number daily those who were being saved.

• EVERY DAY!

• Regular community with other Christians in order to grow us and 
encourage us in our faith is Crucial. 

• Hebrews 10:24-25



COMMUNITY presents results.

• Acts 2:47 “praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And 
the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.”

• People got saved. Their worship of God and edification in the faith 
resulted in hearts that overflowed the goodness of God onto all those 
they met!

• Communal Testimony of what you have seen or heard. Acts 4:20

• DL Moody says “When a man is filled with the Word of God you 
cannot keep him still. If a man has got the Word, he must speak or 
die.”

• The faith of others inspires others towards greater witness.



I Need You to Survive – Hezekiah Walker

I need you

You need me

We're all a part of God's body

Stand with me

Agree with me

We're all a part of God's body

It is his will that every need be 
supplied

You are important to me

I need you to survive 

I pray for you

You pray for me

I love you

I need you to survive

I won't harm you

With words from my mouth

I love you

I need you to survive



DO THE WORK!

• Read and meditate on 1 Corinthians 12:7-11. Consider a way you 
might use your spiritual gift that will enhance the Body of Christ.

• Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the 
common good. To one there is given through the Spirit a message of 
wisdom, to another a message of knowledge by means of the same 
Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing 
by that one Spirit, to another miraculous powers, to another 
prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another 
speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the 
interpretation of tongues. All these are the work of one and the same 
Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just as he determines. (1 
Corinthians 12:7-11)


