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REVELATION CHAPTER 8



OVERVIEW
The seventh seal consist of seven trumpets, 
four of which are sounded in this chapter.



Events Preceding the Trumpet Blowing

• The pause
• 30-minute silence in heaven at the opening of the seventh seal.
• Purpose: This pause reveals a merciful and patient God who awaits further 

repentance. God takes no pleasure in the death of the wicked (Ezekiel 33:11) Think 
about silence and its meaning with your parents.

• Duration: Number 30 is associated with mourning. Israel mourned for 30 days over 
the death of both Aaron (Numbers 20:29) and Moses (Deuteronomy 34:8)

• The prayers
• An angel offers up much incense on the golden altar to represent the prayers of the 

saints.

• The preview
• A sample of the frightful punishment to come is seen as the angel casts fire from his 

censer upon the earth.



Why a trumpet?

• Allows for drawing the attention of the world to God. 

• For some the sounds serve as calls to redemption, (trumpeting the word) but others 
these are terrifying reminders of wrath.

• Trumpet – refers to an instrument of pronouncement, alarm, or call to arms. It refers to 
military use as if used on a battlefield.

• These trumpets symbolize God’s intervention into human history. God is about to move
on society.

• Remember these 3 purposes for the blowing of a trumpet:
• Sound the alarm. It can waken from sleep or warn of danger. God is always sounding His warnings.

• Fanfare to announce the arrival of royalty. Remember the King of Kings, Lord of Lords is present.

• Summons to battle. God is always summoning people to fight against evil and injustice.



About the Judgement of God

• The wrath of God is not merely judicial; it also embodies a merciful purpose. It is 
designed to drive men to their knees by harsh experiences while the time for 
decision remains, before it is too late. If it were possible to drive men to 
repentance God would do that but God wants our hearts willingly. (The 
Revelation of John, 124)



Events Accompanying the Trumpet Blowing

• First trumpet
• One third of the trees and grass are burned by hail and fire mixed with blood.
• It will indirectly affect food supplies, the global economy and health on a massive 

scale.
• Plant life was the first to be created, and it is the first to be destroyed (Genesis 1:11)

• Second trumpet
• One third of the marine life and ships are destroyed by a burning object that falls into 

the waters.
• Strikes life int eh sea and the ships on the surface.
• This is a cause of disruption in global trade as well as a crisis of security when the 

navies of world powers are significantly reduced.



A message about Ecology

• Looked upon as a literal occurrence, an ecological disaster without 
parallel in historic times is described. The planet is denuded of a third 
of its trees and all of its grass. The consequences of this are bound to 
be terrible. Plants are important to our ecosystem. The United States, 
for example, has already proceeded with deforestation to such an 
extent that the country contains only enough vegetation to produce 
sixty percent of the oxygen it consumes. (Exploring Revelation, 129)

• Is there a reminder here to take a careful thought as humans upon 
those living things in our environment? They were all created by God, 
but could we not be destroyers of our own selves prior to other 
judgement destructions?



Events Accompanying the Trumpet Blowing 
continued
• Third trumpet

• One third of the fresh waters are poisoned, killing many people by a falling object known as 
Bitterness.

• Wormwood is like sagebrush, a bitter, aromatic herb with clusters of small, greenish yellow 
flowers that grows in desert regions and symbolizes the bitterness of life. It will pollute the 
waters that had provided fresh nourishment and be polluted and poisonous and man will 
perish.

• Fourth trumpet

• The action: One third of the sun, moon, and stars are darkened.

• Places hardest hit will have already lost power and be in despair. Add darkness to the 
situation and look at for chaos. Rioting, looting, and crimes are imminent.



The aftermath:

• The angel is a flying eagle that now warns the earth regarding the final three 
trumpet judgments.

• An eagle is pictured as God’s method of judgement (Deuteronomy 28:49; Hosea 
8:1). Thus, even creation will be used by God during the tribulation. Talking 
animals – A serpent (Genesis 3:1-5), an ass/donkey (Numbers 22:28-30). John is 
not crazy.



NO HELP!

• The judgments described will be so dreadful that no amount of government aid, 
relief efforts, or advanced preparation will be able to bring recovery.



God can use physical disasters to communicate 
spiritual messages.
• Why does it take an earthquake in Haiti for our attention to be drawn to its people and 

their needs?

• Why does it take a Hurricane in Louisiana for us to understand the number of homeless 
persons and the need to protect low-income communities from floods?

• Could it be that our human heart is revealed? 

• Many during disasters are willing to do the RIGHT THING afterwards but how long before 
we forget.

• Disasters change our priorities; we begin thinking about the things money can’t buy.

• Think about your own life. Is God using trials, suffering or disasters to get your attention, 
correct your way, or lead you to a new path? Are you willing to do what God tells you?



God’s harsh judgments have a holy purpose

• How do we respond to God’s judgement of devastation, hardship and even 
death?

• We must submit, surrender and release our wills to God and accept God’s plan. 

• Hebrews 12:5-11 helps with a proper response of God’s children to painful 
discipline. 

• Why suffer? Think through God’s purpose and plan.

• Why aren’t you willing to accept God’s purpose in your life? Are you willing to 
move to accept God’s peace. God is at work. Will you respond.


