
BIBLE STUDY
CHAPTER 7



John witnesses the 
sealing of God’s 
144,000 witnesses, 
and he hears the 
praise song of an 
unnumbered 
multitude of those 
who have been 
saved during the 
Great Tribulation

Overview



This chapter ends the 
worship of the Worthy 
Lamb.



Key term: Seal

• The acts of sealing meant making an imprint in wax 
with a signet ring. This was done in ancient 
business transactions of all kings and signified that 
whatever was sealed belonged to the one whose 
mark was on it. 

• The idea of a visible mark of ownership and 
guarantee of protection is inherent in the Word of 
God. God has marked and is the only one to see 
such mark.

• In NT, the seal of God is the Holy Spirit. (2 
Corinthians 1:22)



Seal: Evidence of the Lord’s mark

• All through the Bible, we find the Lord placing a 
mark, sealing those who belong to Him.
• Abraham – the mark was in the flesh with the rite of 

circumcision

• Exodus from Egypt – the mark was on the lintel above 
the door and on the door posts on either side

• Days of Rahab – the mark was a scarlet line hangin in the 
window

• So the sealing, or marking is not strong to the Bible.

• Sealed means Protected and Preserved by God.



2 Groups presented

• Two distinct groups of redeemed will, in fact, stand. 
• Group 1: Stand strong on earth throughout the 

Tribulation period, having received God’s personal seal 
of protection.

• Group 2: After suffering martyrdom at the hands of 
God’s enemies, will stand in heaven before God’s 
awesome throne in worship and praise.



The Sealing of God’s Servants on 
Earth (7:1-8)
• The sealers (7:1-3)

• What John sees

• Four angels holding back the four winds of the earth.

• Another angel carrying the seal of God

• What John hears (7:2b-3)

• The fifth angel instructs the four not to harm the 
earth or sea until God’s servants have been sealed.

• The sealed (7:4-8)

• The total: One hundred forty-four thousand are sealed

• The tribes: Twelve thousand from each of Israel’s twelve 
tribes are sealed



Judgement is in the hands of God

• Because of Jesus…
• Every person has the privilege of escaping judgment.

• No person has to stand before the face of God at the 
throne of judgment.

• Every person can be saved and delivered from 
condemnation by receiving Jesus Christ as Lord and 
Savior.

• Matthew 25:31-32; 2 Peter 3:7

• The winds of judgment are to be unleashed. Every 
person will face awful times unless they have 
surrended to Jesus.



Four corners of the earth

• The four corners of the earth are the four main 
points of the compass: north, south, east, and west

• The picture is that God is in control of the whole 
earth, of every direction upon earth. God is 
merciful.

• God has not unleashed avenging angels of wrath 
upon earth, yet. In mercy, God has chosen to wait a 
little while longer.



There’s a Difference in this Tribal 
List
• There is the inclusion of Levi among the twelve tribes

• Typically Levi, being the priestly tribe was considered to have 
no inheritance among the tribes. Perhaps he is here because 
the priestly function ceased with the coming of Christ. Christ 
is our High Priest.

• There is the mention of Joseph instead of Ephraim.
• Typically Manasseh and Ephraim are both mentioned, since 

they both received an equal portion of territory along with 
the rest of the tribes.

• There is the omission of Dan from the list
• Dan was guilty of leading Israel into idolatry along with 

Ephraim (Leviticus 24:11; Judges 18:1-2; 1 Kings 12:28
• It is suggested that the antichrist may come from the tribe of 

Dan
• This period is considered part of the great evangelistic 

endeavor, providing effort that this tribe was not participating 
in such but it does not remove them from being brought into 
God’s kingdom by faith.



The Singing of God’s Servants on 
Earth (7:9-17)
• Who they are (7:11,13-17)

• A great unnumbered multitude

• Their salvation: They are saved during the Great 
Tribulation

• Their service: They continually serve God in his Temple

• Their Savior: The Lamb himself will fee, lead, protect, 
and comfort them.

• Angels, elders, and the four living creatures

• These join with the great multitude in the singing.

• What they sing (7:9-10, 12)

• They praise God for his great salvation

• They praise God for his glory, wisdom and power



Differences between the 
redeemed
• Redeemed in 

Revelation 7:1-8

• 144,000

• From twelve tribes of 
Israel

• Standing on earth

• Sealed for protection

• Redeemed in 
Revelation 7:9-17

• Innumerable

• From every nation, 
tribe, people, and 
language

• Standing before God’s 
throne

• Ascended after 
persecution



INTERLUDE: Reminder of God’s great 
plan of redemption and reassurance

• Interludes reaffirm for us who’s first.

• Interludes remind us of what’s important.

• Interludes refresh us with why it’s all worth it.

• It is easy to lose sight of God’s goodness, grace and 
mercy in the midst of the turmoil of life in this 
fallen world. Let us be reaffirmed, reminded and 
refreshed to make Christ the center.



Our Future, Our Present

• God’s redemption that begins with Israel (Rev. 7:1-8) 
but expands to include the whole world, his gracious 
salvation of people from “every nation and tribe and 
people and tongue” (7:9-17). But God’s intent that 
people from every nation will know and worship God is 
not just a dream for the future. John’s vision of an 
innumerable multitude from every nation is a reminder 
of the cross-cultural mission that Jesus gave his 
followers at the very beginning, which continues until 
today (Matthew 28:19-20; Luke 24:47; John 10:16; Acts 
1:8). The gospel is not just for “people like us” but for 
all people across the earth. How can we be a witness in 
multiethnic vision even now?


