
BIBLE STUDY
CHAPTER 6



The Lamb breaks 
the first six seals, 
sending God’s 
judgments upon 
the earth.

Overview



The visions John sees in the first five chapters prepare 
for the revelations to follow. Beginning with chapter 
six the Lamb commences opening the seals of the 
scroll revealing God’s eternal plan. The contents of 
the scroll are disclosed in symbols. Persons, places, 
events and periods of time are all symbolic. 
Remember, “The Revelation of Jesus Christ” that was 
signified to John concerned “things which must 
shortly take place”.

Introduction



Observation

• You will notice that the first four seals  in 6:1-8 
follow a similar pattern:
• Christ breaks the seal

• One of the four living creatures cries out, “Come” and

• A colored horse and rider leap onto the scene.
• These four horsemen refer to the Apocalypse.

• The Big picture: severe judgment is coming, but God has 
everything under control.



The First Seal (Matthew 24:4-5)

• The Announcer (6:1): 
• The first living creature announces this judgment.

• The Action (6:2): 
• John sees a white horse.

• White symbolizes holiness, heavenliness, purity, righteousness.
• This horseman shows the false sense of peace and security.

• Its rider goes out to conquer with a bow in his hand and 
a crown on his head.
• Bow – weapon of war

• A bow is a purely offensive weapon, even more so than a sword, 
and is highly effective from long range. This bow has no arrows!

• Crown – victory (1 Thessalonians 5:3)



The Second Seal (Matthew 24:6-7)

• The announcer (6:3):
• The second living creature announces this judgment.

• The action (6:4):
• John sees a red horse.

• Red – blood, fire, war, bloodshed

• Its rider is given power to take peace from the earth.
• Has a sword. This is symbolic of uprising.



The Third Seal (Matthew 24:7)

• The announcer (6:5a):
• The third living creature announces this judgment.

• The action (6:5b-6):
• John sees a black horse.

• Black – grief, mourning, absence of light, famine, poverty that 
result from warfare

• Its rider is holding a pair of scales, indicating a great 
famine is at hand.
• Denarius – Roman coin worth abut 17 cents, the amount of a 

day’s wage for a worker (Matthew 20:1-2)
• Choinix – dry measure, less than a quart, as much as would 

support a person’s appetite for a day. 8 choenixes = 1 denarius 
typically.



The prices listed here are about eight to 
sixteen times the average prices in the 
Roman Empire at the time…Therefore, 
those suffering from the famine will only 
be able to buy limited food quantities for 
their family, and there will be nothing left 
over to provide for any of the other 
necessities of live.
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The Fourth Seal (Matthew 24:7,9)

• The announcer (6:7):
• The fourth living creature announces this judgment.

• The action (6:8):
• John sees a pale green horse.

• Pale color – sickness, death

• Its rider is death and hell.

• Millions will now die by the sword, famine, plagues, and 
by wild beasts.
• Longer sword represented here



The Four 
Horsemen

• The First – Great Deceiver; the great and final 
antichrist. The eyes of all the nations of the 
earth are upon him.

• The Second – Indescribable wars

• The Third – Awful want and famine that 
inevitably goes with war

• The Fourth – Pestilence and death – the grave 
swallowing up its unnumbered victims.



Our Attempt

• Our immediate attempt is every time something 
bad occurs, in the world or nation, to refer to these 
horsemen and God’s judgment. Jesus said in Acts 
1:7, “It is not for you to know times or seasons 
which the Father has put in His own authority.” 
Time is under God’s control.



Questions???

• This stampede of deception, wars, pestilence, 
death, and destruction makes every tragedy we 
have seen in world history pale in comparison!

• We may even wonder, “How could God allow such 
things to happen, much less decree them?” Where 
in the world is our loving heavenly Father amid this 
vision?



Answers!!!

• God is just and fair in punishing evil. Wickedness 
deserves to be judged.

• Yet in God’s abundant grace, remember in this 
vision where God is --- STILL ON THE THRONE!

• God still tempers wrath and demonstrates mercy. 
Jesus taught that God will even put a limit on the 
days of the Tribulation (Mark 13:20).

• Can you think of a time you deserved worse but 
God demonstrated mercy?



Discussion of Evil

• Most judgments in Revelation are directly created 
by God but come through the work of evil agents.

• God allows/permits evil in the world, but God is not 
the author of evil. 
• Theologian writes, “Specifically, it will not do to accuse 

God of evil intentions or malicious acts. God is 
sovereign, but not blameworthy, for God is righteous in 
all of His deeds. (Psalm 11:7). God oversees all things in 
accord with His will, but God is not the source, the 
cause, or the author of sin.”



The Fifth Seal

• What John sees (6:9):
• He sees the souls of the martyred under heaven’s altar.

• Lives given for the sake of the gospel and in the service of their 
Savior.

• What John hears (6:10-11):
• The request of the martyrs: When will you avenge our blood?

• This please is for God’s justice and vengeance. It finds its roots in 
OT. (Psalm 94:1-5)

• The reply of the Messiah: The martyrs are told to wait a little 
longer, until “the full number of the servants of Jesus had 
been martyred.”
• White robes – symbolize the glorious state of the rewarded 

believers. It represents God’s healing and purification of their lies. 
It shows God’s glory, majesty and brilliance reflected in the lives of 
the redeemed.



Psalm 94:1-5

1 O LORD, you God of vengeance,
you God of vengeance, shine forth!

2 Rise up, O judge of the earth;
give to the proud what they deserve!

3 O LORD, how long shall the wicked,
how long shall the wicked exult?

4 They pour out their arrogant words;
all the evildoers boast.

5 They crush your people, O LORD,
and afflict your heritage.



Important Truths

• God is a God of justice, holiness, and truth who will 
keep His promises of salvation for His people and 
retribution against His enemies.

• The saints don’t take matters into their own hands 
(Romans 12:9)



The Sixth Seal

• What John feels (6:12a): 
• A great earthquake strikes.

• What John sees (6:12b-14):
• The sun turns black, and the moon turns blood red.
• The stars fall.
• The sky rolls up like a scroll.
• Every mountain and island is removed from its place.

• What John hears (6:15-17)
• The place: The sound comes from the caves and among the 

rocks of the mountains.
• The persons: They include kings, warriors, rich and poor, 

slaves and free men.
• The prayer: They all cry to be hidden from the wrath of the 

Lamb.



The Judgment Day (excerpt, full 
version at smbchurch.com)
In that great day,

People, in that great day,

God's a-going to rain down fire.

God's a-going to sit in the middle of the air

To judge the quick and the dead…

The moon will turn to dripping blood,

The stars will fall like cinders,

And the sea will burn like tar;

And the earth shall melt away and be dissolved,

And the sky will roll up like a scroll.

With a wave of his hand God will blot out time,

And start the wheel of eternity.

Sinner, oh, sinner,

Where will you stand

In that great day when God's a-going to rain down fire?



Judgment does not save a man.

• Only the grace of God can change a human heart 
and save a human soul.



The Message

• Rich and powerful – thought they were self sufficient

• Religious – thought they could be good enough and do 
enough good to be acceptable to God

• Poor – thought they were too insignificant or else 
thought their oppression would cause God to look 
upon them differently with mercy

• Intelligent – thought they were too knowledge to 
believe in Christ.

• Scientist and technician – thought they had progressed 
so far they could disprove God.



Jesus Getting us Ready

Jesus is getting us ready for that great day

Jesus is getting us ready for that great day

Jesus is getting us ready for that great day

Who shall be able to stand

Will you be ready on that, Great day

Will you be ready on that, Great day

Will you be ready on that, Great day

Who shall be able to stand



Who can stand?
Sinner, oh, sinner,

Where will you stand

In that great day when God's a-going to rain down fire?


