
BIBLE STUDY
CHAPTER 5



John continues his 
description of his 
heavenly vision. 
The Lamb is 
declared worthy 
to open the seven 
sealed scroll.

Overview



The Observation (5:1)

• John sees a seven sealed scroll in the right hand of 
the one upon his throne.
• Book in the right hand- right hand means authority, 

power. It shows that God is the supreme authority over 
the end of the world. God governs all and holds the 
destiny of the world in the palm of his hand. (1 Timothy 
1:17; Exodus 15:18) Who’s hands is the book in? God is 
in charge. God has a plan and purpose, and it is all in 
God’s hands.

• Book is written on front and back. This shows us that the 
events of the end time are many and that it will take 
some time  for all to be understand, read and for it to 
take place. It’s not an easy read.



He’s Got the Whole World in his 
hands.

He's got the whole 
world in His hands

He's got the whole 
world in His hands

He's got the whole 
world in His hands

He's got the whole 
world in His hands



The Observation continued (5:1)

• The book is sealed with seven seals…
• Shows us that the book is the last 

will and testament of God. A 
man’s will in Roman culture had 
to be witnessed by seven persons, 
and each attached their own seal. 

• Shows us that the book is large; 
there is much material in it. It has 
a lot to cover. There are a lot of 
events that are included.

• Shows us the secrecy of the book. 
God has sealed the book to keep 
the events from being known. 
Man can never figure out the 
events, not by man’s own 
intellect. God is showing man 
who is really in control. (Romans 
11:33)



The Proclamation (5:2)

• A mighty angel asks if anyone can break the seals 
and open the scroll.



The Investigation (5:3)

• An unsuccessful threefold search is made.
• In heaven

• No person in heaven. Not the glorious angels, the seraphim and 
cherubim, the four living creatures, the twenty-four elders or 
all redeemed. 

• On earth
• No person on earth. No statesman, no educator, no scientist, 

no minister, no prophet, no astrologer, no magician.

• Under the earth
• No person under the earth. No person among the dead—as 

great as some have been in past history---no person from the 
past was found worthy to open the book.

• Not worthy to open or just look…



The Lamentation (5:4)

• John weeps over this
• Because John say something that he had never seen 

before:
• The greatness of God, the supreme majesty and glory of God, 

how far superior God is to all living creatures

• Because he was not going to be able to see the future of 
the world, the events of the end time. He and others 
have fallen short.



The Manifestation (5-7)

• This someone now steps forward
• Who he is: Jesus Christ

• He is called the Lion of Judah

• He is called the Lamb of Jehovah

• What he does: He takes the scroll from the right hand of 
the enthroned one.



John Phillips, Exploring 
Revelation, p.106
“John turned to behold a Lion. But instead of a 
shaggy mane and gaping jaws and dreadful teeth, he 
saw—a Lamb! Was there ever a more dramatic 
moment in the history of the universe? The Lion was 
none other than the Lamb!”



Who is He?
• The Lion of Judah. This is a title of the Messiah. The 

symbol of the lion shows that He is the strongest and 
most powerful member of the tribe of Israel. (Genesis 
49:9-10)

• Root of David. The Messiah was to be of the household 
of David. (Isaiah 11:1)

• The One who has prevailed, and  conquered ad won the 
victory.
• Conquered sin (1 Peter 3:18)
• Conquered death (2 Timothy 1:10; 1 Corinthians 15:25-26)
• Conquered this evil world (Galatians 1:4)
• Conquered Satan and all other evil forces (John 12:31; 

Colossians 2:15
• Conquered all rule and authority and power (1 Corinthians 

15:24
• Conquered hell (Romans 8:34-39; Revelation 1:18)



This Scroll represents:

1. Brings into the heavenly scene the Son of God

2. Introduces us to the Lamb of God

3. The One who takes the book, comes in a character 
and in a work form whom all creation has shied away 
because of their unworthiness and inability.

4. When the scroll is taken by the hand of Him who is 
the great Redeemer of the world, all creation will 
burst into song.

5. This book has to do with the redemption of God’s 
created universe and everything in it. The book is the 
book of redemption. 



The Supplication (5:8)

• The twenty-four elders fall down before the Lamb, 
holding gold bowls filled with the prayers of God’s 
people.

• The very beings closet to God offer up our prayers 
to Christ for us. The heavenly host is concerned 
over our welfare even as the Lord is. They long for  
us to be helped through the trials and temptations 
of life even more than we long to be delivered 
through them.



The Exaltation (5:9-14)

• The Song: The lyrics praise God for his wonderful 
work of redemption

• The singers
• Their diversity

• All of heaven’s elect angels

• All of heaven’s redeemed sinners

• Their universality
• Every creature in heaven

• Every creature on earth

• Every creature under the earth



Why Praise Christ?

• Because He was slain for man and has redeemed 
man. (Ephesians 1:7)

• Because of His universal salvation. No one is 
beyond His reach. (Romans 10:13)

• Because He has given believers the great gift of 
royalty. (Romans 8:16-17; Matthew 25:23)



The Song

• They praise Christ for…
• His power. He is omnipotent: He possesses all power
• His riches. He possess the wealth to meet any need.
• His wisdom. He is omniscient, seeing and knowing all. 

He knows all about God and heaven and all about us and 
our world. Jesus knows.

• His strength. No one nor any thing can stand against 
Him.

• His honor. He is the Son of God possessing the very 
nature of God, the eternal and sovereign Majesty, the 
Creator and Sustainer of all.

• His glory. He is supreme. His glory is the light of heaven.
• His blessing. He deserves all blessings because all 

blesses come from Him.



EXERCISE: Psalm 148, 149, 150

• Circle the attributes and actions for which God is 
praised. 

• Underline the various places and ways in which He 
is worshipped.

• Finally, consider the “mighty deeds” God has done 
in your life and consider the ways you can respond 
with your worship.


