
BIBLE STUDY

CHAPTER 4



Introduction

• The visions of Revelation begin in earnest, from the 
door opening, hearing, and seeing. Visions are 
important.

• Ask yourself:
• What is the implication of the vision of God on the 

throne?

• How is this vision setting the stage for what follows?

• Why might this vision follow the messages to the 
churches?



The Summons to Heaven (4:1)

• The vision (4:1a)
• John sees a door standing open in heaven

• What does a door represent? Open door?

• The voice (4:1b)
• A voice says, “Come up here.”

• How about a voice of instructions?

• Discerning the voice.

• The voice is planning to show “things which must take 
place after this”



This Vision and Voice and the 
Rapture
• Voice – 1 Thessalonians 4:16 (the Lord Himself will 

descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an 
archangel)

• Trumpet – 1 Thessalonians 4:16 (with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trumpet of God)

• A going up – 1 Thessalonians 4:17 (we who are alive 
and remain shall be caught up together with them in 
the clouds to meet the Lord in the air)

• Is it possible that Revelation expresses the rapture of 
the church? Is this possibly a reason why it follows the 
message to the churches? It is not accidental for these 
parallels, but we also see a message preceding a taking 
up or rapture of the church.



The Sights in Heaven (4:2-8)

• John sees someone seated on a throne (4:2-3)
• He has the appearance of a jasper and cornelian stone.
• Jasper – (sparkling white) represents first tribe of Israel 

(Reuben-behold a son)
• Cornelian/sardius stone – fiery red in appearance, represents 

last tribe of Israel (Benjamin-son of my right hand)
• Could this symbolize the high priest aspect of God’s rule and 

the reigning one first and last who rules over all covenanted 
people? Picture of Christ? (Son of God- 1 John 5:10 and the 
one who sits on the right hand of God- Luke 22:69; Hebrews 
12:2)

• John sees an emerald rainbow above the throne (4:3)
• Emerald – green
• Rainbow – various shades of color, particularly green here
• Rainbow – a sign to God’s people (Genesis 9:11-17) 



The Rainbow

• God’s covenant was not only with Noah, but with 
all His creation.

• Judgment is about to fall, but the rainbow reminds 
us that God is merciful, even when God judges 
(Habakkuk 3:2)

• Usually, a rainbow appears after the storm; but 
here, we see it before the storm. 

• Could it be that God is showing the rainbow as a 
sign of faithfulness, mercy and grace to God’s 
people? Especially if the prior shows the rapture.



The Sights in Heaven Continued

• John sees many creatures surrounding the throne 
(4:4, 5,6 and 8)
• Twenty-four elders: They are dressed in white robes and 

wear golden crowns
• Crowns – Awards of achievement

• Stephanos crowns (martyr crowns) rather than diadems (monard 
crowns)

• Elders sitting – Symbolizes rest form their labors 

• Seven spirits of God (lamps) – keep your lamps burning

• Four living creatures



The Description of the Four Living 
Creatures
• They are covered with eyes

• The first has the appearance of a lion (majesty and power) –
Kingship of Christ (Matthew)

• The second, an ox/calf (patience and service) – Servanthood of 
Christ (Mark)

• The third a man (intelligence and reason) – Humanity of  Christ 
(Luke)

• The fourth a flying eagle (sovereignty and greatness) – Deity of 
Christ (John)

• Each has six wings (supreme responsibility and privilege to 
worship God)

• Eyes around and within (intelligence and ceaseless 
attentiveness)

• Their duties: Day and night they proclaim the holiness of 
God

• They do not rest day or night, praising God (eternal)



Other Sights

• John sees a crystal sea of glass in front of the 
throne (4:6)

• John sees a storm developing from the throne (4:5)
• Lightnings, thundering, and voices proceeding from the 

throne



The Song of Heaven (4:9-11)

• The Singers
• All the inhabitants of heaven

• Their posture – They show subjection. They fall 
down before the throne of God. They yield all they 
are and have to God. (Romans 12:1-2; 1 Corinthians 
6:19-20)

• The Song
• They worship God for his great work in creating all things



• Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honor 
and power: for thou hast created all things, and for 
thy pleasure they are and were created. (Revelation 
4:11)
• God is eternal. God alone is our hope for living forever. 

(Psalm 95:6; 96:9;Matthew 4:10)

• God is worthy (2 Samuel 22:4)
• Greek is “Thou art worthy, our Lord and our God” – ho kurios 

kai ho Theos hemon

• This means God is supreme; God is the first Being of the 
Universe. God is the glorious Creator of all things (Job 26:7; 
Genesis 1:1; Psalm 8)



What does real worship look like?

• Does worship mean I have to hold my hands up 
when I sing and pray, like some Christians do?

• Does worship mean I need to close my eyes and 
envision something heavenly, lest I become 
distracted by something earthly?

• Does worship mean I have feelings that are a little 
bit ecstatic, maybe bordering on the supernatural?



Don’t play the game of “church”!

•We learn…
• How to dress
• How to sit
• How to look
• Words of the songs

• But what is our focus as we sing them?



What is worship?

• Worship is ascribing “worth” to something or someone.
• We attribute value, honor, and devotion to our object 

of worship.
• When we truly worship God, we turn all of our 

attention, affection, and adoration toward Him. (John 
4:23-24)

• God alone is worthy.
• Notice the focus of the 24 elders and four living 

creatures. God alone is at the center of their attention. 
They praise God for who God is and what God has 
done. They keep their eyes and ears on the One who is 
worthy of all praise. Do I? Do you?



Why do you worship? 
How do you worship?



Throne Room – Cece Winans



Welcome to the Throne Room

Welcome to the Throne Room

Welcome to the place where it all got started

Bow down in His presence and worship Him

Welcome to the Throne Room

Beyond the veil only those who know and love Him

Come boldly before His throne

And cry holy, holy, holy, holy

Cry out holy, holy, holy

Lord God Almighty

Which was, and is, and is to come



What does this all mean?

• Guarantee of ultimate victory! God is still on the 
Thorne

• Might the praising from the creatures and elders 
reinforce the truth that the ONE on the throne (in 
ultimate control) is like none other.

• Might the words project a vision of an Eternal, Holy 
God who is worthy of glory, honor and power!

• God is to be praised, not some man!



God is Upon the Throne

• The Posture of God (4:2)
• The Glory of God (4:3) – the gems of jasper and sardius
• The Faithfulness of God (4:3) - rainbow
• The Wrath of God (4:5) – divine judgment proceeds 

from the throne
• The Spirits of God (4:5)
• The Holiness of God (4:8)
• The Authority of God (4:8) - Lord
• The Omnipotence of God (4:8)
• The Eternity of God (4:9)
• The Sovereignty of God (4:11)



How about Heaven?

• Heaven is a real place (4:1): It is not a fiction or a state of mind

• Heaven is an accessible place (4:1): a door open and an 
invitation to enter.

• Heaven is a populous place (4:2-6):
• God is there (4:2)
• 24 elders are there (4:4)
• 7-fold Spirit is there (4:5)
• 4 living creatures are there (4:6)

• Heaven is a governmental place (4:2,5): the thorn where God 
directs

• Heaven is a tranquil place (4:6)

• Heaven is a busy place (4:8): there are no idle beings in heaven

• Heaven is a worshipful place (4:10-11): every creature in 
heaven engages in worship of our God


