
BIBLE STUDY
CHAPTER 3



Sardis: The city

• It was thirty miles south of Thyatira and the capital 
of Lydia.

• The city was thought to be impregnable, but Cyrus 
the Great captured it by following a secret path up 
the cliff.

• Coins were first minted here.

• It was noted for its great wealth, the chielf of which 
was its flourishing carpet industry.



The Church in Sardis (3:1-6)

• The counselor (3:1)

• The commendation (3:4)

• The chastening (3:1-2)

• The counsel (3:3)

• The challenge (3:5-6)



To all overcomers

• Name would remain in the Book of Life

• Name would be confessed by Jesus before the 
Father (Luke 12:8,9)



Philadelphia: The city

• It was built as a center of Greek culture around 
200BC.

• It is located some thirty miles southeast of Sardis.

• Philadelphia was celebrated for tis excellent wine.

• The city had a heavy Jewish population.

• It was destroyed by an earthquake in AD 17, but 
soon rebuilt by Tiberius Caesar.



The Church in Philadelphia (3:7-
13)
• The counselor (3:7)

• The commendation (3:8)

• The chastening: None given

• The counsel (3:11)

• The challenge (3:9-10, 12-13)



God will…

• Open door that no one can shut

• Subdue your enemies

• Keep you from the hour of temptation

• Make you a pillar in the temple of my God



Laodicea: The City

• This city was founded by Antiochus II and named after 
his wife. It was a very common name for women.

• It was a banking center and possessed immense 
wealth.

• It was graced with resplendent temples and theaters.

• An excellent and well-known medical school was built 
there.

• The city was famous for its eye salve

• It was noted for the manufacture of rich garments of 
black glossy  wool.

• Several mineral streams were located nearby



The Church in Laodicea (3:14-22)

• The counselor (3:14)

• The commendation: None given

• The chastening (3:15-17)

• The counsel (3:18)

• The challenge (3:19-22)



Issue

• What they thought were had little to do with their 
spiritual walk (3:17; Luke 12:16-20)

• They were lukewarm in works.
• Remember it is near hot mineral springs, if drunk 

lukewarm it would become nauseating.

• They were lacking in everything else.
• Wretched
• Miserable
• Poor
• Blind
• naked


