
BIBLE STUDY
CHAPTER 2



Purpose

• The first purpose of the letters was to communicate 
with the literal churches and meet their needs at 
that time. The second purpose is to reveal seven 
different types of individuals/churches throughout 
history and instruct them in God’s truth.

• The problem with this view is that each of the 
seven churches describes issues that could fit the 
Church in any time in its history. Our focus should 
be on what message God is giving us through the 
seven churches.



Purposes

• Contemporary purpose: That Christ had a direct 
message to seven literal churches existing at that 
time.

• Composite purpose: That these messages are 
meant to be applied by all churches existing in all 
ages.

• Chronological purpose: That the characteristics of 
these churches serve as a prophetical preview of 
the seven great periods in Christendom from 
Pentecost to the rapture. (example on next slide)



The Churches of God (Rev. 2:1-
3:22)
• Ephesus (name means desirable). The Apostolic Church – AD 30 -

300

• Smyrna (name means myrrh). The Martyr Church – AD 100-313

• Pergamos (name means marriage) The Compromising Church –
AD 314 - 590

• Thyatira (name means continual sacrifice) The Roman Catholic 
Church – 590-1517

• Sardis (name means remnant) The Reformation Church – 1517-
1700

• Philadelphia (name means brotherly love) The Revival Church –
1700-1900

• Laodicea (name means people’s rights) The Worldly Church –
1900-rapture





In each of the seven letters which follow, the 
risen Christ lays emphasis, either in rebuke or 
in condemnation, on one particular 
characteristic of an ideal church. Put together, 
these characteristics constitute the seven 
marks of a true and living church. They tell us 
what Christ thinks of his church, both as it is 
and as it should be.
John R. W. Stott, What Christ Thinks of the Church 



If Dietrich Bonhoeffer was correct in describing 
the church as “God’s redeemed piece of the 
world,” looking at ourselves with honesty 
becomes important. Sometimes that is only 
possible by looking at ourselves reflected in 
others. Let the churches of Revelation, then, 
be our mirror. And again, let us dare to believe 
that there are important challenges in these 
chapters.
Terence Kelshaw, Send This Message to My Church



Jesus Christ is the One who walks in 
the midst of the churches or the 
golden candlesticks means that Christ
• Is present in the very midst of the church

• Sees and knows all about the church

• Is present to teach and grow the church

• Is present to provide and protect the church

• Is present to guide and direct the church

• Is present as the Light of the world to give light to 
the church

NOTE: that Christ is in the midst of all churches. He 
has no favorites; He shows no partiality whatsoever. 
There are no denominations and no barriers with 
Christ.



Common Elements of each 
Message 
• To – To the angel of the church in…

• From – The pronouncement of the one who…

• Contents – I know…

• Commendation – I am pleased about…

• Concern – But I have this against you…

• Correction – Repent! But if you don’t…

• Call – He who has ears to hear…

• Exhortation – To the one who overcomes…



The City of Ephesus

• Chief city of the province of Asia. It was called the 
“Vanity Fair of Asia.”

• A religious and commercial center of the entire 
area which influenced both Europe and Asia.

• The temple of Diana was there, Diana was the 
goddess of fertility.

• Large city with a huge harbor



The Church in Ephesus (2:1-7)

• The Counselor (2:1)

• The commendation (2:2-3, 6)

• The chastening (2:4)
• They have, however, left their first love.

• The counsel (2:5)

• The challenge (2:7)



The Ephesian Period

• A period that witnessed the cooling of love and 
devotion, such as the church at the conclusion of 
the days of the apostles.

• There was a warning and lessening, a dissipation of 
the first love.



Lost its first love

• Lost their feelings for Christ ( Matthew 24:12; John 
14:23)
• Lost their feelings of warmth and tenderness for Christ

• Lost their sensitivity to Christ, their fervor, spark and unction

• Were not fellowshipping and communing nor praying and 
sharing with Christ—not like they did when they were first 
converted

• Were not walking in a consciousness and awareness of 
Christ’s presence, joying and rejoicing in Him throughout the 
day.

• Lost its love for people ( John 13:34-35; 1 Corinthians 
1:10)



Application: Because He First 
Loved Us
• Christ’s words to the church in Ephesus had direct 

application to their specific circumstances at the 
end of the first century. Yet these words speaks to 
you and me! One major theme jumps out: LOVE

• Has our love grown cold and dim?

• Reflect on our love for the Lord and for others 
when we first came to Christ. Would you say that 
your current attitudes and actions reflect a greater, 
lesser, or similar love?

• Challenge: Do something concrete to maintain your 
love. Think about 1 John 4:19-21.



The City of Smyrna

• 40 miles north of Ephesus

• Splendid city of rare beauty on a fine bay

• On a direct trade route from India and Persia to 
Rome

• Celebrated for its schools of science and medicine, 
for its handsome buildings, and wide paved streets

• Temple of Bacchus, god of wine, was there

• Many apostate Jews lived there

• It was the traditional birthplace of Homer



The Church in Smyrna (2:8-11)

• The Counselor (2:8)

• The commendation (2:9)

• The chastening: None given

• The counsel (2:10)

• The challenge (2:11)



The Smyrnian Period

• Christ had no word of condemnation

• It is the only one of the seven letters that is entirely 
made up of praise and encouragement

• Church martyrdom and catacombs



Application: Help for Those Who 
Hurt
• Do you ever fear pain and hardship? Are you 

wondering if your struggles will ever end? The good 
news is that through Christ we can overcome (John 
16:33).

• Remember, our Lord knows every detail of our 
circumstances. (Hebrews 4:14-15)

• Remember, if our hurtful situations remain or 
intensify, we have no reason to fear or flee. (Psalm 
27 & Hebrews 13:5-6)



How Firm a Foundation

Fear not, I am with thee, oh, be not dismayed,

For I am thy God, and will still give thee aid;

I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to 
stand,

Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand.



The City of Pergamos

• Political capital city of Asia

• 75 miles north of Ephesus

• It boasted one of the finest libraries of antiquity 
which contained some 200,000 volumes

• The city that parchment was first used



The Church in Pergamos (2:12-17)

• The Counselor (2:12)

• The commendation (2:13)

• The chastening (2:14-15)

• The counsel (2:16)

• The challenge (2:17)



The Pergamian Period

• The Church is married to the world

• Constantine in history performed this ceremony



Application: Overcoming the 
Culture of Compromise
• Our culture demands equal rights for “alternative lifestyles,” 

winks at sin, and glorifies rebellion, but Christ’s attitude 
toward compromise should cause us to sit up and take 
notice.

• Compromise never occurs quickly (Hebrews 2:1)

• Compromise always lowers the original standard (Hebrews 
10:23; Jude 1:3)

• Compromise is seldom offensive (2 Timothy 2:12-13; 
Ephesians 4:15; John 15:19)

• Compromise if often the first step toward disobedience (2 
Samuel 11:1-4) White lies. Tell one lie have to tell another, 
and so on…

• What is keeping me from heeding Christ’s warning and 
turning from compromise today?



The City of Thyatira

• 35 miles southeast of Pergamos

• Founded by Alexander the Great around 300BC

• It was a union city, and headquarters for the trade 
guilds, such as tanners, potters, weavers, dyers, and 
robe makers

• Lydia, the first convert of Paul in Europe was a 
native of this city (Acts 16:14)



The Church in Thyatira (2:18-29)

• The Counselor (2:18)

• The commendation (2:19)

• The chastening (2:20-23)

• The counsel (2:24-25)

• The challenge (2:26-29)



Jezebel

• Teaching in the church
• Contrary to Christ and the Word of God, the church was 

allowing her to spread her false teaching

• Allowed to seduce the Lord’s servants
• She was arguing, presenting reasonable arguments, 

deceiving, misleading, and beguiling the servants and 
followers of the Lord. And the church was allowing it.

• Seducing the believers to commit fornication

• Seducing believers to commit idolatry



Application: Defeating Jezebel & 
Company
• Jezebel & Company is still in business today. 

Tolerating sin is always easier than exposing and 
confronting it. 

• Big problems can occur in small places (Acts 20:28-
31; 1 Peter 5:8-9

• Bad teaching can come from gifted people. 
Everything that sounds good is not good. Don’t be 
misled by a person’s charisma or blinded by 
financial contributions.

• Tolerance of bad teaching has no place in the 
church. 1 Corinthians 5:9-13, Luke 6:37


