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REVELATION CHAPTER 10



OVERVIEW
John is given a small scroll and is told to eat 
it. He does, and as predicted, it tastes sweet 

in his mouth but makes his stomach sour.



The Messages Given by the Angel of God 
(10:1-7)
• The appearance of this angel

• This angel came down from heaven. It provides a sense of being dispatched or 
sent with a great assignment. A message from the throne of God.

• Robed in a cloud with a rainbow over their head.
• Cloud – symbolizes a majestic, glorious and heavenly appearance.

• Rainbow – symbolizes God’s mercy and glory

• Face is as the sun and feet as fiery pillars
• Face that shone as the sun – symbolizes the light, luster, brightness, brilliance and 

splendor of the messenger.

• Feet as  fiery pillars – symbolizes the holiness, purity, righteousness, and strength of the 
messenger.



The Messages Given by the Angel of God 
(10:1-7) continued…
• The actions by this angel

• What angel holds: Holds an open scroll “little book” in hand
• What is the book? Verse 11 says that it is the message that must be proclaimed to the 

world. What is that message?

• What angel does: Stands on the land and sea
• Symbolizes the gigantic size, strength, and power of the messenger. Claiming both sea 

and land, the whole world for God.

• Voice like a lion – symbolizes the voice of the lion of Judah, God’s voice

• What angel says
• First Message: John hears what is said but is forbidden to write it down.

• Second Message: The angel says God’s message will be reveled at the sound of the 
seventh trumpet.



This message

• Comes straight from the throne of God

• Is a message of glory and mercy

• Is a message of enormous light, luster, and splendor

• Is to be the strong pillar of God’s holiness, purity, and righteousness 
upon earth

• Is to be the message of God’s Word

• Is to be a message that involves the whole universe

• Is to be the message of God Himself

• Is to be the completion, fulfillment, and finalization of all things



What is the “mystery of God…as He preaced
to His servants the prophets”?
This mystery had been previously announced to God’s prophets. The 
reference, therefore, is not to hidden truth but to the fulfillment of 
many Old Testament passages which refer to the glorious return of the 
Son of God and the establishment of His kingdom of righteousness and 
peace on the earth. While God’s purposes are not necessarily revealed 
in current events where Satan is allowed power and manifestation, the 
time will come when Satan no longer will be in power and the 
predictions of the Old Testament prophets will be fulfilled.



The Mission Given to the Apostle of God 
(10:8-11)
• To partake: He is to eat the scroll held by the angel.

• It will taste like honey in his mouth.

• It will turn sour in his stomach.

• To prophesy: He is to write concerning nations, tribes, and kings.



The Message: Swallowing the Sweet and Sour

• Much of God’s truth tastes sweet to those who are God’s children. 
• Oh the joy of knowing Jesus.
• Everyday with Jesus is sweeter than the day before.
• God is good and we should be encouraged by God’s unchangeable goodness and the 

reality of God’s promises.

• Some of God’s plans are hard for some people to swallow.
• God’s judgements, trials and afflictions taste bitter to those who have no hope in 

God.
• We cannot understand God’s ways we just trust God. 
• Don’t let hopelessness and fear characterize your life.

• We can trust that all of God’s ways—the sweet and the sour—are right and 
reliable.
• “Shall we indeed accept good from God and not accept adversity?” (Job 2:10)
• God is sovereign, accept what God allows but always understanding God’s purpose.



Proclaim the Bitter and the sweet.

• Be faithful in teaching and listening to the bitter and the sweet of God’s Word, both 
grace and judgment. All of it is food for our soul.

• Both sin and forgiveness

• Both death and life

• Both judgment and salvation

• Both damnation and deliverance

• Both heaviness and joy

• Both hell and heaven

• Both bondage and freedom

• Both destruction and a new world

• Both corruption and perfection

• Read Proverbs 16:24-25


