
BIBLE STUDY
CHAPTER 1



OUTLINE
The resurrected Christ appears to the apostle John and tells 
him to “write down what you see, and send it to the seven 
churches.” John presents his outline for the book: “The things 
that are now happening and the things that will happen later.”



The Source of this message

• From the Father to the Son (1:1)

• From the Son to an angel (1:1)

• From the angel to John the apostle (1:1-2)



Who is this John?

• John the apostle not John the Baptizer

• John’s Resume
• Had early career as a fisherman in Galilee
• Borther of James, son of Zebedee (Matthew 4:21)
• Left promising business to follow Jesus (Matthew 4:22)
• Wrote the gospel of Joh, the three New Testament letters of John 

and the book of Revelation—about one quarter of the New 
Testament

• Closest friend of Jesus (John 21:20)
• Present a Jesus’ trial and at the cross (John 18:15-16; 19:26)
• Entrusted with the care of Jesus’ mother, Mary (John 19:25-27)
• Eyewitness of the empty tomb and the risen Christ
• The only one of the original twelve followers of Jesus to die of 

natural causes.



Learning from opening verses

• It’s a book that reveals, not a book that hides.

• It’s a book that focuses on Jesus.

• The book’s perspective is the future

• I want to know that God has an ultimate plan for the 
universe and all that is in it. I want assurance that from 
heaven’s viewpoint all is planned, under control, and on 
schedule. The Book of Revelation tells me that the 
future is in God’s hands, and the best is yet to come. Of 
that we can be certain! (Adrian Rogers, Unveiling the 
End Times in our Times)



The promise in this message: A 
special blessing is promised.
• To those who read and obey its contents (1:3)

• To those who hear and obey its contents (1:3)



James 1:22-25

• 22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, 
deceiving yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of 
the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing 
his natural face in a mirror; 24 for he observes 
himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what 
kind of man he was. 25 But he who looks into the 
perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not 
a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one 
will be blessed in what he does.



“For the time is at hand”

• Here the word is not chronos (regular word for 
clock-time) but Kairos, referring to a fixed season. 

• This words for God’s desire to lift back the curtain 
of the future for his saints. 

• Remember God’s timing is different from our time.



The recipients of this message

• Who is this written to?
• The seven churches in Asia (1:4)



Asia



The greetings in this message

• From the Father (1:4)

• From the sevenfold spirit (1:4)

• From the Son (1:5)



The theme of this message: Jesus 
Christ is its grand and glorious theme.

• Who he is? (1:5, 8)
• God’s faithful witness

• The firstborn from the dead

• Ruler of the kings of this earth

• The Alpha and Omega
• Alpha and Omega are the first and last letters of the Greek 

alphabet

• Identifying One “who is the beginning of all history (the 
Creator), and the goal for whom

• all things are made (all history is made toward glorifying Him)” 
- ESV Study Bible

• The Eternal One



The theme of this message 
(continued)
• What he has done? (1:5) Redemption: His past 

work
• Shed his blood to redeem us

• What he is doing? (1:6) Sanctification: His present 
work
• Made us a kingdom of priests

• What he will do? (1:7) Glorification: His future work
• He will come again in the clouds.

• Revealing himself to the Jews

• Revealing himself to the Gentiles



The place of this message (1:9)

• John was on the Isle of Patmos
• Roughly 40 miles from the mainland of Asia Minor 

(Turkey) - Re 1:9c
• Where a Roman fortress housed prisoners and exiles -

NLT Study Bible
• Where it is thought that John was exiled and living in a 

cave - ESV Study Bible
• For the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ -

Re 1:9d
• Perhaps exiled to Patmos for preaching the gospel
• According to Eusebius, John was sent there in 95 A.D. 

by the Roman Emperor Domitian 





Reasons Rome persecuted 
Christians?
• For political purposes: The Christian took no part in the 

pantheon (worship of many gods). In fact, Christians 
were regarded as atheists, for they worshipped no 
visible God.

• For economic purposes: No money or sacrifices were 
forthcoming from believers to Roman idols.

• For “moral” purposes: Christians were often looked 
upon as cannibals, for did they not secretly “eat the 
flesh and drink the blood” fo their religious founder?

• For scapegoat purposes: Nero attempted to blame 
various state problems upon the Christians living in 
Rome.



PATMOS (Rev. 1:9)

• This was the island to which John the Apostle was 
banished
• It sat out at sea only about forty miles from the great 

city of Ephesus

• It sat in the midst of a group of islands called the 
Sporades.

• It was only about ten miles long and six miles wide

• It was an isolated, barren, rocky island with hills rising to 
about one thousand feet



PATMOS teaches us

• In the darkest hours of human need God is always 
there. (Matthew 28:20; 1 Peter 5:7; Isaiah 41:10)

• God will meet us if we will only cast ourselves upon 
Him and call for Him. This was true with John when he 
was exiled, and it was true with others in their dark, 
exile.
• Exile that Joseph saw God bless him from pit, prison to palace
• Exile that Jacob saw God at Bethel
• Exile that Moses saw God at the burning bush
• Exile that Elijah heard the still small voice
• Exile that Ezekiel saw the glory of the Lord by the river Chedar
• Exile that Daniel saw the Ancient of days



The time of this message (1:10)

• It was on the Lord’s Day

• Traditionally, the thought is that this might be a 
Sunday (see Matthew 28:1; Acts 20:7; 1 Corinthians 
16:1-2

• But a question remains, isn’t everyday the Lord’s?? 
(Romans 14:4-5)



The sound of this message (1:10)

• “A voice like a trumpet blast”

• Watch out for the trumpet call, it is heard many 
more times in this book (4:1; 8:2,7,8,10,12; 9:1,13; 
11:15)



Forecast of the Future

• A meteorologist calls for a storm or even rain, but it 
does nothing.

• A political analyst calls an election, but the other 
candidate wins!

• An army general predicts a swift victory, but then 
the war drags on for years!

• A Bible teacher dates the return of Christ, but Jesus 
doesn’t appear!

• A financial expert banks on a bull market, but then 
the stock market crashes!



The appearance by Jesus (1:11-
16)
• His command (1:11): Again John is instructed to 

send the message to the seven churches in Asia





Titles of Jesus

• Faithful Witness: Some of the first readers of Revelation 
were facing arrest and even death for their loyalty to 
Jesus. He stands with them against evil and oppression.

• Firstborn from the dead: Christians don’t have to fear 
death because Jesus has gone through it before them—
and he has triumphed over it.

• Ruler of the kings of the earth: Persecuted Christians 
don’t have to fear powerful rulers either. Above the 
rulers of the earth sits a Sovereign King, who will one 
day bring about justice for all who follow Him.



Highlight Important Thoughts

• Revelation: uncovering something hidden or not seen

• Angel: A powerful being who serves God; a messenger 
from God

• Prophecy: Predictions of future events and speaking 
forth the truths of God’s word

• Province of Asia: Roman state located in the western 
part of modern Turkey

• Alpha and Omega: The first and last letters of the Greek 
Alphabet

• Patmos: An island in the Mediterranean; part of Greece 
today



Important Thoughts continued

• Seven churches: Groups of believers in seven cities

• Hades: a place of torment; hell

• Lampstand: a pedestal that holds an oil lamp



Word pictures of Jesus function

• Clothed with the garments down to the foot: refers 
to His dignity, His judicial authority, and His kingly 
presence. This is the priestly dress of a priest and 
the regal robes of a king.

• And girt about the paps with a golden girdle: This is 
from that ancient time when a man was to serve, 
when he was to run or to work, he girded up his 
loins. But this girdle is about his breast. It is 
referring to Jesus’s affection, His understanding, His 
sympathy, and His love for the people of the Lord.



Word pictures of Jesus character 

• Hair as white as snow: A picture of purity and 
sinlessness of Jesus

• Eyes like blazing fire: He can see right through us; every 
hidden thing is visible to Him

• Feet like glowing bronze: A symbol of judgment; Jesus’ 
feet are restless as he moves among his people

• Voice like a thundering waterfall: Jesus’ words will 
block out all other voices; he alone is the supreme 
authority

• Right Hand: A picture of authority
• Sharp twoedged sword – The Word of God (Ephesians 

6:17
• Face like the sun: A picture of the stunning glory of 

Jesus



The Sun

• Some years ago there was an eclipse of the sun. 
These things happen rarely enough, and to witness 
it is a great experience. But staring at the sun, as it 
slips behind the moon and then emerges the other 
side, is dangerous. If you look through binoculars, 
or a telescope, the sun’s power on your eye can do 
permanent damage. It can even cause blindness. 
Have you ever stared at the sun for just a moment 
too long? What effect did it have on you? How does 
this effect relate to the face of Jesus?



Majesty

• Majesty, worship His majesty

• Unto Jesus be all glory, power and praise
• (Jack Hayford, Hymn “Majesty”)



The reassurance by Jesus (1:17-
20)
• Comforting (1:17-18): He reassures the fear stricken 

John.

• Clarification (1:19-20): He explains what the 
lampstands and stars represent.
• 7 lampstands = 7 churches

• 7 stars = angels of the seven churches
• A star reflects light. The angel or pastor is a messenger who 

does not create the light but reflects the light of the Son of 
God.


