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A Welcoming Church Home – Front Entrance and Narthex 
   

Highlights 
The purpose of this second issue of our  
Faithful to the Generations newsletter is  
to share our proposed plans for an improved  
entry way and more welcoming narthex, as  
well as to evoke your imagination and share  
your ideas.    
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With additional space to enter and gather 
in the narthex, we’ll be able to add an 
information center with plenty of room to 
display the work of our various ministries. 
New windows will add light, and new 
carpeting, wall coverings, ceilings, and 
lighting fixtures will add greatly to the 
attractiveness of this “welcoming room” to 
our church home. 

We want our new friends to experience the 
fullness of being embraced by the kingdom 
community that God is building among us. 
Let’s join together – faithful to the 
generations!  

 By relocating our bathrooms and kitchen, 
we’ll have the opportunity to offer a more 
open and welcoming gathering space for 
family and visitors. With two sets of 
double doors, an enlarged canopy, and 
heated exterior landing and steps, the 
entrance to our home will be attractive 
and inviting.   
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You can tell a lot about a family when you 
walk through their front door and enter 
their living room… you can tell what 
they’re passionate about – the things 
they enjoy doing – who they love. 

At Mt. Carmel, our family is passionate  
about the kingdom of God, and we delight   
in gathering to worship and serve him as   
we experience the transforming love of our 
Savior, Jesus Christ. 

An expanded entry and narthex will allow 
our family to more fully express our love 
of Christ and our passion to serve him as 
we gather for worship and fellowship in his 
name. 
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Question: Will the new restrooms be fully 
handicap-accessible? 
Answer: Yes, the restrooms are being 
designed to meet all the required codes for 
handicap-accessibility, including room 
dimensions, fixture and seat heights, 
and the installation of grab bars. 
 
Question: What interior features will the 
new narthex include? 
Answer: We’ll raise the ceiling height as 
much as possible, and we’ll be considering 
the use of recessed and directed lighting. 
We’ll be looking for wall covering materi-
als that will allow for multiple purposes, 
including being decorated for events, like 
VBS.  The inclusion of an information 
center will provide a central location to help 

What to Expect Next: 
 

• Sunday, Oct. 19: Slide presentation offering more details/ Q&A with congregation 
• November-December: Additional communications via meetings, forums, & newsletters 
• Winter 2015: Final presentation and seeking of financial commitments to the project 

 

You can always contact your elders and Pastor Mike with questions & comments. 
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our visitors get connected with our 
ministries. We’re looking forward to hearing 
more ideas from the congregation about the 
narthex! 
 

Question:  $580,000 is a lot of money.  
Why so much? 
Answer: It is a lot of money, and that’s why 
we want to take our time to prayerfully 
consider things. There are maintenance 
items that are long overdue, such as new 
carpeting, painting, ceiling tiles, and lighting. 
There are other routine maintenance 
items, like putting in a new sewer line and 
resurfacing the parking lot, that aren’t 
“glamorous,” but necessary. There are other 
items, including the handicap-accessible 
restrooms and the restroom for our Children 
& Worship program, that are simply “the 
right things to do.” The estimate for these 
changes alone, plus the repayment of our 
property loan is over $300,000.  
 
 

These are some of 
the questions you 
have been asking: 
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