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Mt. Carmel Evangelical Presbyterian Church

Elder Contact Information

The time has come for our church family to join together and ask God how we can each provide for the continuation of being faithful witnesses to the gospel of Jesus
Christ in this particular place we call our home – Mt. Carmel. The leadership of our congregation asks you to earnestly seek the counsel and wisdom of God, through prayer and reflection, about supporting the effort to be faithful
to the generations of our church family.
We’ll have a series of communications coming your way
including, special meetings, informal gatherings, and additional newsletters. And of course, you can direct your
questions and advice to any of the church elders or to Pastor Mike. We’d like to take these next weeks and months
to continue our conversation about the plans for our future, and we need your feedback.

Sunday, Oct. 5 & 12: Elders and Deacons will be in the Narthex to answer questions before
and after worship
Monday, Oct. 13: A second informational newsletter will be mailed to congregation
Sunday, Oct. 19 (immediately following 11:00 worship): Slide presentation offering more
details / Q&A with congregation
November-December: Additional communications via meetings, forums, and newsletters
Winter 2015: Final Presentation and seeking of financial commitments to the project
You can always contact your elders and Pastor Mike with questions and comments.
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Our Story: Being Faithful to the Generations
Past — Present — and Future
The First Chapters at Mt. Carmel
Mt. Carmel Presbyterian Church
has a long history of being a
faithful witness to the gospel of
Jesus Christ. Formed in 1793 as
one of the first Presbyterian congregations in
Beaver County, Mt. Carmel
was forged
upon the Word
of God and
structured according to the
precepts of
Reformed theology. Our

founders were guided by the core
theological tenets that salvation
is in Christ alone, through faith
alone, by grace alone, by God’s
Word alone, and for the glory of
God alone. Two hundred
and twenty-one years
after our founding, these
beliefs remain at the
center of faith and practice at Mt. Carmel: the
spiritual deposit that has
been left to our keeping
by the generations preceding us.

The Most Recent Chapter
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Over the past several years,
the leadership of our congregation recognized the discord and
distance between the fundamental truths of God, as written in
the pages of Scripture, and the
views held by the PC(USA) denomination. After much prayer
and discussion it became apparent that we could no longer participate as a member of that
body and remain faithful spiritual
stewards to the deposit that has
been made in us. In order to

take that deposit and invest it
wisely for future generations, we
were bound by conscience and
obedience to the Word to take
actions necessary to leave a
spiritual inheritance for our children. With that, we voted as a
congregation to seek dismissal
from the PC(USA) and seek affiliation with the Evangelical Presbyterian Church (EPC). We believe this action is faithful to the
generations — past — present —
and future.

This is a publication
of the Mt. Carmel
Evangelical Church
describing the “next
steps” in the future of
our church family as
we continue on the
journey of becoming
and making disciples
of Jesus Christ by
loving God, loving
one another, and
serving the world.
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The Story Continues ...
As we consider what it means to be faithful to the generations –
both past, present and future – we believe it’s time to move forward with thanksgiving for all that God has accomplished, with
joy for what God is now doing through the church, and with
hope for what God will do in the generations to come. As we
enter this new and exciting period of time in our congregation’s
story, we are leaning-in to God and relying upon His promises of
blessing for His people who are faithful to Him.

Proposed Floor Plan
of Interior Improvements
developed by L.C. Renninger Group

The Next Chapter: A First Draft
Under the direction of our Session, we have formulated two
teams dedicated toward the development of new possibilities for
updating our facilities, and for establishing stewardship goals to
support these updates. Our Generations Renovation Team has
been working diligently to explore the most effective ways of making our church home more functional as it reflects the spirit of our
ministries. Our Generations Stewardship Team has been
prayerfully considering the many ways we can engage our congregation to provide the financial support required to fulfill the plans
we believe God is putting before us.
The drawing you see to the right is draft version of a simple floor
plan encompassing many of the ideas our renovation team has
come up with. Throughout the entire process to date, the team
has been very thoughtful to incorporate ideas that are consistent
with the spirit of our church family and its ministries, while being
very prudent regarding our financial constraints. Please take note
of the following features and improvements:
1) An improved entrance with a double-set of entry doors will
provide a warm and welcoming way into our church.
2) An expansion of our narthex will give us plenty of room for
fellowship and for displaying the variety of ministries to which God
is leading us.
3) New handicap-accessible restrooms will allow all of our
members and visitors to have facilities that exhibit the caring attitude of our congregation.
4) With the addition of a new ramp and stairs, we will all enjoy
improved and safer access between our narthex and fellowship hall.
5) By enclosing the concrete patio, we’ll be able to utilize this
space as a new meeting/social room that will also serve as an
expansion to the fellowship hall by the use of sliding doors.
6) We’ll retain the use of a fully functional kitchen by moving
our existing equipment to the area adjacent to the small kitchen in
the fellowship hall. Not only does this move allow us to expand our
narthex but it places the kitchen in a location that makes sense for
our building, and even adds a new serving counter for convenience during our meal times.
Other improvements not shown on the floor plan include:
New outdoor signage to reflect our membership in the EPC.
•

• New carpeting, painting, and lighting for the narthex, sanctuary, and church offices.
• New floor tiles and painting in the fellowship hall.
• A new bathroom on the 2nd floor for our Children & Worship
program.
• A new multi-bay storage garage to keep our building ordered
and our supplies safe and dry.
• Repavement of our parking lot, and a new main sewer line.
• Various improvements to our youth center
In the weeks ahead (see schedule on back), we’ll be asking for
your input and advice as we come together to take this first draft
and begin writing our next chapter ... together.

Projected costs:
Loan Repayment ......................................................... $79,500
Internal Church Building Improvements................$340,000
External Improvements (parking lot, storage
building, signs, youth house, sewer line) ..............$ 160,500

Total Project ......................................................$580,000

