
How we got here
In 2016 the elders of several EPC churches in our  
Presbytery met, prayed, and determined to work together  
to lay the groundwork for a new church plant in the 
Beaver Valley. The four EPC network churches involved 
are Mt. Olivet, Mt. Carmel, SOMA, & FPC Beaver, and we 
determined that this church should be planted within an 
8-mile radius of the new Shell plant. Core factors for this 
decision include:
•  Population transition and missional opportunity in  
   relation to the plant
•  Network churches all having the opportunity to  
   participate and invest people and resources
•  Freedom for the planter and core team to discern  
   together the specific community in which they will put  
  down roots 

Searching for a Church Planter
A Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC, or Search Team) 
formed in early 2019, and over the last 18 months they 
have been engaged in a national search for our church 
planter. While Covid-19 presented real challenges to 
this process, the PNC was able to identify and present 
an excellent candidate to the Pastors & Sessions of the 
four network churches. We all affirmed this call and are 
excited to introduce you to Eric Prinkey, his wife Hope 
and their daughter Glory! 

Introducing Eric Prinkey
Please see the other side of this page for an introductory 
letter from Eric!

Eric received his Bachelor of Arts degree in Pastoral 
Studies from Moody Bible Institute and his Masters of 
Divinity from Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, both in 
Chicago, IL. His pastoral experience includes service as 
a Pastoral Assistant, an Associate Pastor of Evangelism 
and Discipleship, and most recently as a Senior Pastor 
in Golden, Colorado. Prior to pursing a call to pastoral 
ministry Eric worked as a machine operator and  
machinist here in Western PA.

What’s next?
Eric, Hope, & Glory plan to move to Western PA in late 
January/early February, when they will begin a one-year 
residency shared between our four partner churches. 
During this time they will be participating in the  
ministries of our churches for the purpose of meeting 
our people, casting vision for this new church plant,  
and recruiting & developing a core team/launch team  
for an anticipated 2022 start. 

What can you be doing now?
Please be praying now about your participation:
•  Every member of our churches should be praying that  
    God would be glorified and God’s kingdom made  
    known through the work of this new community  
    of faith
•  Perhaps you are supposed to be part of this new  
   church’s launch team. While you don’t need to make  
   that decision today, you can be praying for an openness  
   to be part of something new for the sake of the gospel.
 
As we prepare for the Prinkey’s arrival, if you want  
to be involved in this new work moving forward,  
contact Pastor Marc de Jeu at mdejeu@fpcbeaver.com  
or 724.774.6398 ext 104. 
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