
“IN-LAWS” 

1. One needs to remember that they marry the entire 
family! This means you marry your mate’s mother, father, 
brothers and sisters. There WILL be interaction. 

2. Be careful what you say concerning your in-laws because 
when you have children and they marry, YOU are going 
to be in-laws! 

3. It is wise to ask advice from your in-laws. Remember, this 
does not mean you have to take the advice. 

4. As a married couple you are grown and have established 
a home. Therefore, you are responsible for your finances 
and your emotions. You should not expect your parents 
to continually “bail you out” financially. Handle your 
finances wisely. 

5. Share your children with your in-laws but do not abuse 
this! Remember that they have their own lives to live as 
you do yours. Don’t expect them to raise your children for 
you. 

6. Parents, when you are asked to give advice, do it, but only 
when you are asked. Remember, your children will make 
mistakes. You cannot be overly protective or 
meddlesome. 

7. The children are responsible for the grandchildren. Be 
supportive of their training techniques and disciplinary 
measures. 

8. Remember, in-laws can be marvelous and enjoyable 
assets. Be sure to develop this important relationship. 
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION: 

1. If you were describing the ideal mother-in-law, what 
would her characteristics be? 

2. If you were describing the ideal father-in-law, what 
would his characteristics be? 

3. In describing the ideal daughter-in law, what would 
her characteristics be?  

4. In describing the ideal son-in law, what would his 
characteristics be?  

5. What do you believe is the greatest thing about 
grandparents? 

6. Review the book of Ruth. What insights can you draw 
in developing a strong and loving relationship with 
your in-laws? 
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