
“ENDEARMENT & ETERNAL THINGS” 

1. Nearly everyone has a definition of “home.” One possible 
definition is: “An oasis where there is rest, relaxation and 
the possibility of recreating ones self in the midst of 
difficulties and the pressures of the world.” 

2. Each of us needs encouragement like a plant needs 
water. This is necessary for development. 

3. When we encourage, we give our mate the courage and 
boldness to make resolutions that will affect everyday 
living. Therefore, you must let your family members know 
that you respect them. Tell them you are interested in 
their skills and talents, and that you can be counted upon. 
This is encouragement. 

4. Be aware of your mate’s feelings when they are down. 
You must not shame them by teasing and ridiculing. Let 
them know that you are able to “bear their burdens.” 

5. The family is part of eternity. There are many temporal 
things such as earnings, things, investments, but a part of 
us goes on into eternity. 

6. To plan for eternal things, study the rich young ruler in 
Matthew 19:16-19 when he asked Christ what he should 
do. 

7. We train our children to earn a living but we also need to 
train them in eternal things. 

8. Some of the things that are listed in Matthew 19 are: 

a. Respect for God (the young man came to Christ). 
b. Respect for human life – murder. 
c. Respect for other people – morality. 
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d. Respect for other people’s property – stealing. 
e. Respect for truth – false witness. 
f. Respect for parents. 
g. Self love. 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION: 

1. The following Scriptures indicate that God has always 
been one who encouraged: 

a. Exodus 14:13 
b. Matthew 9:2 
c. Matthew 14:27 
d. Matthew 17:7 
e. Acts 23:11 
f. Acts 27:22 

1. You should consider an in-depth study of Matthew 
19:16-22. These are principles that can be presented 
in any generation. They can be instilled in the mind of 
the children and will be helpful throughout their lives. 

2. Which of the above principles of eternal things 
should be left to the public school teacher? Sunday 
School teacher? Who has the responsibility of 
teaching?
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