
After the birth of daughter Sarah on  

January 16, 1816 in Granville, New York, 

the Cookes joined other pioneer families to 

journey by wagon more than 370 miles 

through the wilderness plains of New York 

to Olean at the headwaters of the Allegheny 

River. They then were ferried on rafts to 

Fort Pitt, then on flat bottom  

boats on the Ohio River to Madison, Indiana 

– an entry point into Indiana Territory.  

After a year Martha and Sarah stayed in 

Madison while Eleutheros returned to 

Granville for business, by way of the 

Firelands region and Buffalo.   

 

He was highly impressed by the potential of 

the Firelands region, so upon his return to 

Madison they sold their house and moved to 

Bloomingville, where son Pitt was born in 

July, 1819.   At that time Bloomingville was 

a thriving village with a pond and mill, 

fertile prairie farmland to the south, virgin 

forests to the north, and at the juncture of 

several stage coach routes.  

 

Eleutheros “cleared the title” of the site of 

Chief Ogontz’s land at the foot of Columbus 

Avenue near Sandusky Bay and contracted 

with William Kelly (builder of the 

Marblehead Lighthouse) to construct the first 

stone house in Sandusky on a lot in the middle 

of the first block on the east side of Columbus 

Ave. 

   

They moved to Sandusky in late July, 1821 

to a cottage owned by Dr. Anderson 

(Sandusky’s first physician). Jay Cooke was 

born there on August 10, 1821.  

 

Here’s a sketch by Jay of his childhood 

home: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

Eleutheros was elected to the first 

Sandusky City Council; practiced law 

throughout north-central Ohio; obtained 

charters for the first two railroads in Ohio; 

was elected three times to the Ohio 

Legislature; and was elected to the U.S. 

Congress for the 1831-33 term.   
 

Martha will be remembered for birthing 

six children; providing education for the 

children; welcoming other members of 

their families to Sandusky; being a civic 

leader among women in Sandusky; and 

major support for building Grace Church,  

St. Mary’s Chapel, and St. John’s Chapel.   
 

Sandusky’s economy boomed after the 

opening of the Erie Canal in 1825.  In 

1829, more than 450 schooners and 

steamships stopped at Sandusky on their 

routes between Buffalo and Detroit, and 

more than 500 one-ton wagons brought 

farm produce to Sandusky.  Many of the 

wagons came on a trail that went through 

Washington Park, then to the docks on 

East Water Street. 
 

Settling a region requires surveying the 

boundaries of land so that people can develop 

it with assurance that their invested labor and 

money will be theirs. Courts are created to 

settle disputes between landowners and keep 

the peace. Local civic councils are formed to 

establish local laws.   

 

Most of the Fire Lands Region, created in 

1792 by the Connecticut Legislature, 

became Huron County of Ohio with a Court 

of Common Pleas in 1809 and organized in 

1815.  Associate judges traveled around the 

county to settle disputes and uphold the 

laws.   

 

The port cities of Huron and Sandusky grew 

rapidly with maritime commerce, while the 

southern part remained agricultural.  In the 

mid 1830’s Erie County was split off from 

the southern part of Huron County, and 

Sandusky became the county seat. 

 

On March 13, 1835, at a meeting at Oran 

Follett’s house, a few families formed the 

“Society of Grace Church” and planned the 

construction of a church from native 

limestone. The site chosen for Grace Church 

was on the northeast corner of the public 

square, which had been dedicated by the 

founders of Sandusky for “Religious, 

Literary and State, County and City 

purposes.”  Washington Square was to be a 

typical New England common - with grass, 

bushes and trees.   

 

Here’s a section of the city plat showing the 

site of Grace Church.   

     

 



 

The main entrance to the church, shown at 

the beginning of this pamphlet, was to be 

from Washington Square. The building was 

to be 70 feet long by 50 feet wide, with the 

basement not less than nine feet in height, 

and the walls of the church proper to be 25 

feet.  

 

During the early months of 1835, the 

founders sought promises of funds to build 

the church.  The leader of the group to have 

an Episcopal Church in Sandusky based on 

the Book of Common Prayer was Rhoda 

Camp, who had come from Buffalo, New 

York in 1834.  She obtained many pledges 

from friends in Buffalo for money for the 

construction of Grace Church. 

 

Enough money was promised, so contracts 

for construction were signed.  On July 25, 

1835 the cornerstone was laid with blessings 

from the Rev. Punderson of St. Paul’s 

Church, Norwalk, and the Rev. William 

Shelton, St. Paul’s Church, Buffalo (Rhoda 

Camp’s previous Rector). 

 

The lower level was used at Christmas. 

Pledged money was hard to come by when the 

economy crashed in the “Panic of 1837.”  The 

upper part was finally finished in 1843, in 

time for Christmas services.   
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South End of 1835 Church 

                                          

Entrance via Washington Park 

 

The transepts, extension of the chancel, and 

the beautiful stained-glass windows were 

added in the late 1800s.  
      
Acoustically, Grace Church is excellent for 

music, with sound reflecting about in the 

sanctuary, choir, transepts, and nave. The 

first organ was installed in 1843 and is said  

to be the first pipe organ in Sandusky. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to Historic  

Grace Church 
       

The “Society of Grace Church” was founded 

in March 1835 by pioneer families who 

came to the new City of Sandusky (platted in 

1818) for its great economic opportunities - 

best harbor on the south shore of Lake Erie, 

fertile farmland and forests.   

    

This sketch of the north 

face of the original church, 

shows the entrance from 

Washington Square, that 

people would cross walking 

from their homes to the 

north and east. 

 

The original windows were 

clear.  Now, stained-glass windows provide a 

myriad of colors on sunny days, and 

opportunities for memorials for those who 

assisted in establishing Grace Church, 

Sandusky, and Erie County in the early 1800s.    

 

The Feast of the Epiphany window in the 

east transept; the Sermon on the Mount 

window above the altar; and the Ascension 

window in the west transept show major 

events of Christ’s life on earth.   

 

The Ascension window was created around 

1895 by the Lamb Studios of New York 

City.  The stained-glass window bay is 

based on a famous painting by Dore’.  It was 

given in memory of Eleutheros and Martha 

Cooke, and William and Maria Townsend 

by their grandchildren.      
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