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St. Luke’s Celebrates  

Veteran’s Day  
  

World War I ended on November 11, 1918, with the signing of the 

Armistice by the Allies and Germany. In the first Armistice Day 

proclamation in 1919, President Woodrow Wilson called for the nation 

to remember those who died in their country’s service and to make the 

day an opportunity for America to "show her sympathy with peace and 

justice in the councils of the nations." 

 

In 1927 Congress called for the display of the U.S. flag on government 

buildings, and in 1938 Congress called for observing Armistice Day in 

churches and schools — again dedicating the day to the cause of world 

peace. 

 

Note the order here: the nation was telling the churches to celebrate 

this day. This was not an initiative arising from the churches, but from 

Congress. The timing was significant. The strong stirrings of World 

War II had already begun in earnest in Europe. The United States was 

still reeling from the effects of World War I and the Great Depression, 

and the political climate overall was against any sort of engagement in 

wars.  

 

Of course, within just three years, the United States became involved 

in the War "over there" in Europe and "way out there" in the Pacific. 

Since the end of World War II, observances of Armistice Day have 

been held all over the nation, but especially in our national cemeteries 

and monuments and at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in 

Washington, D.C. The president and many state governors have issued 

proclamations. Countless communities, veterans’ groups, and civic 

clubs and organizations have held local observances.  

 

Armistice Day became Veterans' Day by an act of Congress in 1954, 

changing its purpose and scope. President Eisenhower called on the 

nation to remember the sacrifices of those who fought in all our 

nation's wars, to celebrate the contributions of all veterans of military 

service, and to rededicate ourselves to the task of promoting an 

enduring peace. It is Eisenhower's call that remains the three-fold 

purpose of Veterans' Day: remembering those who fought and died, 

celebrating all veterans, and promoting an enduring peace. 

 

 Veterans Day is not a church festival, but it is recognized by most 

people of faith as an opportunity to say thank you for significant 

community service.  This sacrificial service assists in protecting our 

many freedoms including the freedom of religion.  Additionally, this 

day gives a chance to focus attention on the needs of veterans.   
 

 

 

 

 

Recovery Bibles for Veterans 

The goal of $414.00 has been met. 

St. Luke's will be able to purchase 30 Recovery 

Bibles for veterans.  Thank you to everyone who 

donated.   

 

The Chaplain of the VA Medical Center has 

invited St. Luke’s members to tour the new 

facility.  Please see Jeannine or the church office if 

you are interested in going by next Sunday (Nov. 18th).  A date and 

time will be determined soon. 
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Lil Bachman Turns 90 TODAY 

 

Lillian (Lil) Bachman is the latest St. Luke’s member to join the “90th 

Golden Milestone Club”. 

Born in Butler County on November 11, 1928, Lil is the daughter of 

the late William C. and Mildred Knause Wise. Lil’s family consisted 

of four brothers and four sisters. Three brothers have passed. 

Lil attended Crawford School, a one-room school house in Jefferson 

Township. She later attended and graduated from Butler High School. 

She would walk 2.5 miles each way daily to take a public bus into 

town. She remembers paying $5 per month for the ride. 

A life-long resident of Saxonburg, Lil was baptized and confirmed at 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church in Butler. She married Herbert L. 

Bachman on October 18, 1946 at St. Mark’s. They were married for 37 

years before his passing on December 26, 1983. 

Lil did office work and retired from Du-Co Ceramics in December 

1988 after 30+ years of service including as a supervisor. Herbert 

worked in construction with Local 323. He served four years with the 

Army Air Corp, being stationed in the Aleutian Islands during World 

War II. 

Lil joined St. Luke’s church in 1955. Over the years, Lil has been a 

50-year member of the Altar Guild, president of Lutheran Church 

Women, a Sunday School teacher for 15 years and 13 years with 

Meals on Wheels. Lil also serves with the sewing ministry, Senior 

Stars, and as an offering counter and greeter. 

Lil has a five-generation family: two sons (one local and one residing 

in Durham, NC), three grandsons, one granddaughter, two great-

grandsons, seven great-granddaughters, and one great-great-grandson. 

One granddaughter died in an auto accident at age 16.  

 

After her husband’s death, Lil said the Lord sent her a very special 

friend and companion into her life: Tom Pieper. They had 32 

wonderful years until he died in December 2016. 

Lil loves traveling and has been to most of the 50 states including 

Hawaii and Alaska. She also traveled to Europe and enjoys playing the 

500 Bid card game. 

Favorite Hymns: What A Friend We have in Jesus and How Great 

Thou Art. “I love the words to Borning Cry. ‘He heard our borning cry 

and will be there when we are old.’ That means our entire life.” 

Scriptural Verse: The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I 

fear? The Lord is my strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?” 

(Psalm 27:1). 

Words of Wisdom: “Leave it in the Lord’s hands and it will work out. 

Always have faith and trust in the Lord.” 

  

Today we not only want to wish Lil Happy Birthday, but we want to 

thank her for her 60 plus years of service to veterans.  She is an active 

member of the American Legion and a tireless advocate for veteran 

appreciation.   

 

 

Christmas Cards for Military Service Members 

Over 400 Christmas Cards were sent to 

Active Military all over the world.  Thank you 

to everyone who took a few minutes to share 

the love of God through this wonderful 

ministry.  Elmcroft expressed its appreciation 

in partnership with St. Luke’s. 

 


