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St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

310 Main St. 

P O Box 187 

Saxonburg, PA 16056 

www.stlks.com 

St. Luke’s  

Vision Statement 

Guided by the Holy Spirit 

to share God’s loving 

grace through disciple-

ship; strengthening faith 

through the Word, family,  

fellowship and 

 giving.  

2007 Council Retreat 

 

Worship Times 

8:15 * 10:00 

Communion on 1st, 3rd 

and 5th Sundays 

Outdoor Worship  

August 19, September 2 

Office Hours 

Monday   9-3 

Tuesday  9-3 

Wednesday  9-3 

Thursday  9-3 

Church Council Meeting 

August 20 6:30 pm 

www.stlks.com  
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Pastor’s Page 
 This summer in worship we have been reading from St. Paul’s letter to the Ephesians.   It has much to say 

about how the church organizes and lives out its faith in Jesus Christ.  I have enjoyed the encouragement from its 

verses, especially the reminder that the Holy Spirit works to build up the church, the faith and love of God’s people. 

 Recently I found similar encouragement from a sermon manuscript that our late Pastor Emeritus Hanna 
delivered in 1984 from the pulpit at St. Luke’s.   

“When we are inclined to think that the Lord lays upon us the very difficult even impossible task of 
building the church, let us remember the words of Jesus in Matthew  
16:13-20: ‘I [Jesus] will build the church….’ 

The words of Jesus should relieve us of the heavy burden of building churches, or working frantically 
to achieve church growth….we know that man’s efforts no matter how sincere and diligent…do not unite us 
with God. 

Only Jesus can!   ….and he does it through the power of the Holy Spirit working through the hearts of 
the people, converting them and drawing them to the cross and heart of Jesus Christ.”    

 
 Pastor Hanna repeats St. Paul’s message:  You and I do not build up the church!  The Lord Jesus builds the 

church!  What awesome encouragement for  one another  in a time that our  church needs confidence to do its 

mission. 

A powerful message of freedom to share with your brothers and sisters at St. Luke’s.  The church is not going 

to rise or fall upon anyone stepping down or stepping up to serve among us.   

So, by faith in Christ we can welcome new ministry leaders among us who are called by God to come and do 

what they love to do:  share Jesus by using their unique talents!  Jeremy Andrews, the Director of Discipleship, 

Shannon Miller, Office Manager, and Holly Puett, Director of Music—all three extremely gifted and talented leaders, 

brought among us by the Holy Spirit to join with us for our mission, to share the Good News of Jesus.  Let’s give God 

thanks for them! 

  Paul describes the church led by the Holy Spirit like this in Ephesians 4, verse 15 “Instead, we will speak the 

truth in love, growing in every way more and more like Christ, who is the head of his body, the church. 16 He makes 

the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the 

whole body is healthy and growing and full of love.” 

Every member and friend of St. Luke’s Saxonburg has a part that perfectly fits into the whole!  As summer 

turns into the fall remember to generously and faithfully give your part to tell others about Jesus and see how the 

fullness of love grows in and around you!   If you aren’t sure how to give or what your gifts and talents are then talk it 

over with me since that’s my part, to help encourage you in the ways of sharing Jesus Christ.  

In Christ’s Service, Pastor 

 

God’s Love at Work  

Highlights for St. Luke’s: June 2018 

 

This month in ministry we  

Income received  17,770   YTD income received   106,793 

Income needed   19,792   YTD income needed    118,753 

We still need    2,022   We still need     11,960 
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Thank You 
To the Ladies at St. Luke’s Church, 

You make my daughters birthday the best it could 

have possibly been,  I wanted to personally thank 

you from the bottom of my heart.  You gave me more 

than I could have expected and I thank both of you 

(Judy and Sue) individually and collectively for the 

gifts.  My wife is grateful for the presents as well and 

for the many gifts provided to my children.  I thank 

your church and your establishment.  You guys are 

truly wonderful. 

Again, Thank you, 

Brock 

Dear Church Council and All the members of  

St. Luke’s, 

Thank you so much for your gift and words of kind-

ness expressed by everyone as I transition to the 

next chapter of my life.  My years at St. Luke’s were 

a wonderful experience that I will look back on with 

much fondness.  I have learned a lot from all of you 

and I hope you have learned a little from me. All of 

my life I have used my musical talent to praise God 

in church and in the community.  I don’t think that 

will change in the years to come.  My hope is that 

you now will have new experiences brought to you 

through a new music director and that the church 

will grow in the community.  Best wishes to all of 

you and God Bless you!  

Christina Savannah 

Dear Generations Choir, Praise Team and Bell 

Choir, 

Thank you so much for your very generous gift 

from the Pittsburgh Cultural Trust.  Many of you 

know that going to performances in Pittsburgh is 

one of my favorite things to do!  You all have 

been very good to me over the last 13 years.  You 

always work hard and put your best forward.  My 

hope is that you continue to bless St. Luke’s 

church with your talents by staying in the choir 

and supporting the new Music Director.  Thank 

you for your past years of service and may there 

be many more! Love to all of you!   

Chris Savannah 

St. Luke’s Youth Group, 

Thank you so much for the final’s care package you 
sent me!  I truly appreciate this thoughtful gesture in 
such a stressful time.  I tool some time to look up the 
Bible verses you wrote down.  And I really likes all of 
them!  My favorite would have to be Joshua 1:9.  It is 
very fitting for finals week as well as encouraging.  The 
Frisbee will also be a wonderful stress relief on a warm 
sunny day! Thank you again! 

God Bless,  Vanessa McRandal 

Dear Judy, Ladies of St. Luke’s and all the members 
that made the food, 

Thank you for providing and serving the delicious meal 
at the Celebration of Life Luncheon after Jay’s Funeral 
Service.  We will never forget your thoughtfulness! 

With all my love,  Pat Rinebolt 

Thank you for the college care package that was sent 

to me during finals week.  I enjoyed all the inspiration-

al Bible verses and especially the flying ring Frisbee. 

Katie Hartzell 

Dear Pastor Keller, the care group, and members 

of the congregation, 

Thank you for your care and concern, both 

spiritual and physical.  Thank you also for the 

wonderful goodies from the Main Street Bake 

Shop.  It is special to belong to a great church 

family and I truly appreciate all the love and 

support.   

With gratitude, 

Marie McGrath 

Dear Pastor Keller and St. Luke’s Youth Group, 

Thank you very much for the beautiful red potted 
petunia plants that you gave Abba’s House!  They 

look lovely on the patio and give it an inviting 
atmosphere!  We appreciate your generosity to 

Abba’s House! 

May the Lord Bless you, Brian & Providence Hartle 

and Abba’s House Family 
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Dear Barbara and the congregation of Saint Luke’s, 

 

Thank you very much for your recent generous monetary donation to Chapter 255 of Lutherans 

for Life.  We are so blessed that you wish to partner with us in the support of life.   

The funds will be used for an educational event in Fall 2018, to purchase educational materials 

to be distributed on Life Sunday as well as at a booth at the Hazelwood Community Day 

sponsored by Pittsburgh Area Lutheran Ministries in August.  Thank you for making our 

outreach efforts in the Pittsburgh area even stronger with your generous donation.  Thank you 

for your prayerful support to preserve and protect life. 

 

God Bless You!! 

Lutherans For Life, Chapter 255 

More Thank Yous! 

Memorial money was given to St. Luke’s 

In Memory of  

Mrs. Dolores A. Renfrew (June 3, 2018) 

St. Luke’s Memorials 

Dear St. Luke’s Prayer Circle, 

Louie and I wanted to thank you for the special visit from your circle and for the fellowship and 

special prayers.  And a special turkey dinner was enjoyed by all.  Louie and I send our gift of 

love and prayer to you all. 

Love and Blessings, 

Louie and Mary Byers 

Educational Services Department 

of 

St. Luke’s University Hospital 
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Benevolence 
Welcome to the sixth year of a regular feature in the Angel highlighting the monthly 

recipients of St. Luke’s Christian Mission benevolence funds.  St. Luke’s has directly given 

$19,800 in 12 equal shares to mission and outreach ministries ($1,650 month). The 2018 list 

was approved at the annual congregational meeting.  

  

The North American Lutheran Church (NALC) national organization and district are the monthly recipients 

of the July and August benevolence funds. The NALC is a fast-growing Christian church in the Lutheran 

tradition, uniting more than 141,000 Lutherans in more than 420 congregations across North America. The 

NALC embodies the theological center of Lutheranism in North America and stands firmly within the 

global Lutheran mainstream. 

NALC is committed to the authority of the Bible as the inspired Word of God. In keeping with the Lutheran 

Confessions, NALC believes that all doctrines should and must be judged by the teaching of Scripture. The 

NALC has embraced four core values which shape our common life: Christ Centered, Mission Driven, 

Traditionally Grounded, and Congregationally Focused. NALC is a church centered on the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ, animated by missions and evangelism, grounded in the 2,000-year tradition of Christian faith, and 

organized chiefly to serve the congregations. A renewed Lutheran community moving forward in faith, the 

NALC is focused on living out Christ’s Great Commission to go and make disciples in North America and 

around the globe.   

At the time of the constituting Convocation in August 2010, 17 congregations had voted to join the NALC. 

Of the more than 420 NALC congregations now, about 70 are mission congregations, reflecting the priority 

placed on missions and evangelism by the NALC.   

St. Luke’s is a member of the Mid-Northeast Mission District, which encompasses western Pennsylvania, 

western Maryland, western New York and West Virginia. The Rev. Carl Johnson of Kittanning serves as 

district dean.  Highlights last year include St. Luke attendance at the NALC convocation, held in Nashville, 

TN, and a special service commemorating the 500th anniversary of the Reformation in November.  Earlier 

this year, Pastor Keller and St. Luke’s members participated in two mission trips as part of the church’s 

National Disaster Response efforts in Texas, assisting in rebuilding efforts after the devastating hurricanes 

and flooding nearly a year ago. In April, the Mission District also participated in a special hymn festival 

with other Lutheran denominations celebrating the music of Martin Luther. 

The 2018 Convocation will be held August 13-17 in Denver, CO. The theme is “The Holy Spirit: Calling, 

Gathering, Enlightening, Sanctifying.”  
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Fellowship of Christian Athletes (FCA) is the September recipient of St. Luke’s benevolence funds. 

FCA is an international, non-profit Christian sports ministry based in Kansas City, MO, but with a 

huge presence locally and throughout the Pittsburgh area. 

In 1964, Don McClanen resigned as the Eastern Oklahoma basketball coach to start the ministry after 

he watched sports stars use fame to endorse and sell general merchandise. He wrote to 19 prominent 

sports figures asking for their help in establishing the organization that would use the same principle to 

share the Christian faith. Among its first supporters was Branch Rickey. The mission statement of FCA 

is to “see the world impacted by Jesus Christ through the influence of coaches and athletes.” 

FCA is marking its 64rd anniversary this year, challenging coaches and athletes on the professional, col-

lege, high school, junior high and youth levels to use the medium of athletics to impact the world for 

Jesus Christ. FCA focuses on serving local communities by equipping, empowering and encouraging 

people to make a difference for Christ. Some two million people are impacted through the agency’s 

Four Cs of ministry – coaches, camp, campus and community. Its statement of faith consists of seven 

points on biblical teachings and Christian principles. 

Anthony Infante is the local representative for FCA, serving Butler, Armstrong and Indiana counties. 

He is now in his third full year. Anthony visited St. Luke’s last year. There are chapters, or huddles, at 

schools including Knoch Middle and High Schools, Freeport HS, Armstrong MS/HS, West Shamokin 

HS, Butler HS, Slippery Rock HS, Mars HS and the Karns City football team.  A new huddle is start-

ing at Pine Richland High School.  The huddles are considered school activities and have teacher advis-

ers. Anthony works with students, principals and school boards to get approval for chapters. Bible stud-

ies are student led.  

The FCA is more than just school centric, it provided scholarships for 25 leaders to attend a FCA Lead-

ership Camp in Maryland, sponsored 10 Dominican children to attend a Christian school in the Domin-

ican Republic, and  took a team of 16 to the Dominican Republic on a mission trip at which time six 

children were baptized. 

FCA is a member of the Christian Leadership Network. 

Benevolence 
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Emery Bubb  7/1 

Dan Pflueger  7/2 

Susan Beatty  7/3 

Brady Lunn  7/3 

Jakub Nelson  7/3 

Ethel Kristofic  7/6 

TJ Weston  7/8 

Angelo Natili  7/11 

Edward Cypher  7/12 

Robert Bicker  7/14 

Amaya Gayle  7/16 

Jacqueline Bice  7/17 

Clarence Wagner  7/17 

Jacob Fox  7/18 

Evan Haas  7/18 

Dale Arthurs  7/19 

Lucas Ross  7/19 

Carl Bowman  7/21 

Bill Sweeney  7/21 

Katie Drennen  7/22 

Callie Drennen  7/23 

Michelle Freehling 7/23 

Mary Elder  7/25 

Kelsey Miller  7/25 

Carol Pefferman  7/25 

Ronald Perkins  7/25 

Audrey Gerlach  7/28 

Molly Begeman  7/30 

Kimberly Buss  7/31 

Kenny Ross  7/31 

At St. Luke’s 

Kimberly Lunn  8/1 

Beth Zellhart  8/1 

Megan Edder  8/4 

Paul Markwell  8/4 

Micah Keller  8/5 

Leona Wills  8/5/ 

Jenna Plutyk  8/7 

Evan Weston  8/7 

Grace Wetzel  8/7 

Jake Miller  8/8 

Jackson Burtner  8/9 

Dan Pickard  8/9 

Herbert Richards  8/9 

Kevin Erb  8/10 

Lisa Righi  8/10 

Kathleen McRandal 8/11 

Jared Cushey  8/14 

James Drennen III 8/14 

Ruth Markwell  8/14 

Peg Mann  8/15 

Carl Smith  8/15 

Sandy Steedle  8/15 

Cathy Boyd  8/16 

Kristin Crouch  8/16 

Steve Pickard  8/16 

Mike Volchko  8/16 

David Gundlach  8/17 

Lynn Pickard  8/17 

Seth Burtner  8/18 

Weiguo Xiang  8/18 

Jaye Thompson  8/19 

Kerri Hay  8/20 

Jacob Goldinger  8/21 

Anna Coriale  8/22 

Christina Coriale  8/23 

Audrey Fox  8/25 

Shannon Miller  8/25 

Marian Boltz  8/26 

Roger Renfrew  8/26 

Barbara Wiegand  8/26 

Katy Reuning  8/27 

Marjorie Kollinger  8/29 

Ralph Storm  8/29 

Hailey Volchko  8/29 

Nita King  8/30 

Jolene Kunkel  8/30 

Krystle Ekas  8/31 

Lisa Hay   8/31 

Mikayla Crouch  9/1 

Mary Byers  9/2 

Dusty Olczak  9/2 

Kristen Begeman  9/3 

Adam Heade  9/3 

Charles Ekas  9/5 

Rebecca Carrozzo 9/6 

Peggy Crawford  9/6 

Cheryl Pflueger  9/6 

Gary Cooper  9/7 

James Nelson  9/7 

Jennifer Ross  9/7 

John Logan  9/8 

David Fennell  9/10 

Michael Begeman 9/11 

Michael Bearrow  9/12 

Noah Jockel  9/12 

Joyce Perkins  9/13 

Frances Setzenfand 9/13 

Tayla Markwell  9/14 

Natalie Savannah  9/14 

Ronald Boltz  9/15 

Adam Hartzell  9/18 

Sadie Jockel  9/19 

Timothy Markwell  9/19 

Wendy Mendenhall 9/21 

Michael Gallagher 9/22 

Alicia Haas  9/23 

Neal Hay  9/25 

Jim Wright  9/25 

Austin Heade  9/26 

Francine Messmer 9/27 
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July  

Carl & Amy Smith  7/3 

David E. & Kerri Hay  7/8 

Clinton & Lindsay Cunningham 7/9 

Pr. Roger & Jennifer Keller 7/9 

Edward & Dixie Cypher  7/12 

Jesse & Alicia Haas  7/15 

Amanda & Christopher Jockel 7/16 

George & Barbara Reuning III 7/18 

James & Ronna Drennen III 7/20 

Andy & Dusty Olczak III  7/22 

Albert & Shirley Kobert  7/25 

John & Laura Logan  7/25 

August 

Melissa & Steve O’Leath 8/2 

Eric & Jennifer Fink  8/4 

Jake & Laura Miller  8/4 

Herbert & Ruth Richards 8/4 

Matt & Cortney Christoforetti 8/8 

Michael & Cristie Crytzer 8/10 

Berton & Beryl Mottern  8/16 

David & Deborah Fugate 8/17 

Jason & Hannah Calorio 8/24 

Dan & Lisa Wible  8/27 

 

 

 

 

September 

Charles & Jacqueline Bice 9/3 

Ross & Jeannine Strohmyer 9/4 

David & Judy Gundlach  9/5 

Ben & Adrienne Natili  9/14 

Neal & Cynthia Hay  9/25 

Dale & Emily Wible  9/25 

Eric & Julie Edder  9/27 

Michael & Kristen Begeman 9/30 

          PARISH PRAYER NOTES: 

THOSE MEMBERS UNABLE TO REGULARLY WORSHIP WITH US : 

 

Fred Crux,  Room 17, 223 Pittsburgh Street, Saxonburg, PA 16056 (friend) 

Ruth Cypher, 411 Riverside Drive, #607, Freeport, PA 16229 

Eleanor Hanna, 615 North Pike Road, Cabot, PA 16023 

Allen Knappenberger, 134 Marwood Road, Cabot, PA 16023 

Peg Mann, 134 Marwood Road,  Cabot, PA 16023 

John Nuti, 121 Deer Creek Road, Saxonburg, PA 16056 

Herb Richards, 130 Edgewood Drive, Sarver, PA 16055 

Fran Setzenfand, 223 Pittsburgh Street, Saxonburg, PA 16056 

Barbara Schneidmiller, 134 Marwood Road, Cabot, PA 16023 

 

 

If you are aware of someone in the 
hospital or in need of pastoral 
care, please call the church office 
and let us know.   
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MEMBERS AND FRIENDS WE HAVE LIFTED IN PRAYER DURING JULY: 

 

 

Praise and Thanksgiving:    
For answered prayers and continued healings, Baby Marek’s continuing progress (born at 1.5lbs, now 18 
mo/17lbs), Ellen’s quick recovery, for a safe and successful VBS and for all who helped in any way to show 
children how much Jesus loves them,  for answered prayers, For Matt Vatalare’s ordination (July) and 
marriage, for the marriage of Dylan Plutyk and Leah Stawinski,  Garret Weston, Jacob Fox and Angelo 
Natili (church camp), great week at camp for Garrett and Evan Weston (Scout Camp), the successful yard 
sale and all those who helped in many ways for our youth, safe recovery of Thai boys’ soccer team coach 
and thanksgiving for those who rescued them, and the baptisms of Aubrey Grace Muchow and Mackenzie 
Virgili  (Sonya Winters’ daughter) . 

 

Cares/Concerns:  

Baby Marek Wabazewski (esophagus not working), Bob King (severe gout), Bobbi Shearer, Brian Hamilton 
(allergic to chemo), Bruce Wiegand (cancer/chemo), Buzz Wagner (legs), Carol (Meniere’s disease), 
Charles Hold (cancer), Christian Foertsch (brain cancer), Christine Brorern (surgery for foot fractures), 
Chuck Learn (shoulder surgery), Corby and family (house fire), Dale Brendon (Liz Gordon’s sister/breast 
cancer), Ellen Dodge (broken hand), Evan Weston (wisdom teeth), Ezra Brorern (surgery/leg fractures, torn 
meniscus, ACL 6-8 month recovery), Ford (in need of kidney transplant, Fran Setzanfand (fall/knee 
fracture), Janet McClean (hip surgery),  
JD (Carol’s son/newlywed diagnosed with brain cancer), Jessica Andrews (shingles), Jim Bearrows (bladder 
tumor), Jim Fonner (cancer), Joe McKinney (lung cancer), John (cancer), John Howard (Pastor Storm’s son-
in-law/hospital, brain), Judy Begeman (Mike’s mom/knee replacement surgery), June Gibino, Kelly Weston 
(gallbladder surgery), Maria Andrae & family, Michele McDonald Bokie (Dana Haas’ sister/lung 
transplant), Nathan Olczak (cancer), Neal Bachman (mouth cancer, rejected bone transplant, feeding tube), 
Pam Hammonds (cancer surgery), Pat Hoover (failing health), Pat Ross (tests), Rachel Lang Meissner (had 
cell harvest), Randy Kummer (stage 4 stomach cancer), Rev Nila Cogan’s daughter, Anna, (high risk 
pregnancy with complications), Rich (bladder cancer), Ronald Miller (Brian’s dad/chronic illness), Wes 
Wetzel (heart). 
 

 

Bereaved:   
For the family and friends of Paul Caruso (Becky Long’s husband), Dave Van Dorn, Dennis Drum Jr, Jean 
Knappenberger, Mae Mageever, Gene Paulsen, Dolores Renfrew, Robert Schick (Marie McGrath’s brother), 
and Glen “Pete” Vaughan 
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Outreach/Evangelism 
Open for Prayer 

6:00 to 8:00 pm 

St. Luke’s Sanctuary is 

Open for Prayer the 4th 

Monday of every month.  

Stop by and pray in the quiet of the 

sanctuary. 

 

 
 

Saxony Health Center Worship Service 
August 12 and September 9th 

2:00 pm 

All are welcome to come! 
 
The monthly service will be held 
in the Alzheimer's Unit of Elmcroft 
and St. Luke’s ministry groups 
are being asked to help with the 
service.  This is your chance to 

serve and love the community.  Many residents 
respond to old favorite hymns, and would 
welcome fellowship. They would appreciate 
assistance turning pages and offering 
encouragement. The service starts at 2 p.m. and 
will be 30-45 minutes in length.  For additional 
information, see Jeannine Sanford. 
Services scheduled on:  September 2nd 

 

 

2018 Centennial Hall  

Quilt Show 

September 8 & 9 
(During the Festival of the Arts) 

Free admission 

Local Vendors, Food, Raffles 

They say it takes a village 
and that is particularly true 
when it comes to Yard 
Sales.  Gayle and the yard 
sale crew spent over a 
week setting up the rooms 

with all of the donations that came in with the 
help of many who just dropped by to lend a 
hand for an hour or two.  All of this work  
helps St. Luke’s Youth Ministry reach more 
people in the community to hear God’s Word 
and feel His love.  The sale raised over 
$1,800. Safety On Campus – Half way to our goal!! 

The St. Luke’s Risk Assessment Task Force has carefully assessed St. 

Luke’s campus and identified multiple items that are needed to im-

prove the safety for all who use the church grounds and protect what 

God has given us.  These items and the associated costs are: 

4 smoke alarms= $110 

5 smoke/carbon monoxide alarms= $260 

9 fire extinguishers= $720 

4 first aid kits= $60 

2 blood clotting kits = $250 

2 automatic external defibrillators (AEDs)= $3,600 

The estimated total cost of these items = $5,000 

 

Please consider how you can support the efforts to fund these essential 

life safety items to enhance the protection of God’s precious members 

and visitors to St. Luke’s. 

 

Progress updates of the $5,000 goal will be shared for all to see.  To 

date, $2,790 of $5,000 has been received.  Thank you in advance for 

your consideration. 

Gardener’s Paradise/Pancake Breakfast 

During the recent youth Mission Trip, 

hearts and minds were touched in 

Cincinnati with God’s love. Your help and 

support to Gardener’s Paradise and the 

pancake breakfast helped us raise 

$1,488.00.  A special thank you to our local 

businesses for their support. 

Saxon Golf Course 

Saxony Gardens Greenhouse 

Stone Mill Greenhouse 

Each of you should use whatever gift you have 

received to service others, as faithful stewards of 

God’s grace in its various forms (1 Peter 4:10) 
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Fellowship Life 
The St. Luke’s Stars have been 
on the go.  They have been to 
lunch at Narcisi Winery and 
Shakespeare’s Castle.  Want 
to join the fun?   

Contact Judy Gundlach for more information. 

 

        

St. Luke’s Sewing 
Ministry meets in 
Fellowship Hall 
(church basement).   
 

August 20 at 10:30 
September 3 and 17 at 10:30 

  
 

Come Join in Prayer 

Every Tuesday at 12:30 

Fellowship Hall (church basement) 

Come early for lunch at 12:00  

(Bring your own or order out) 

 

Calling Everyone with St. Luke's history!!! 

The 150th year anniversary of St. Luke's Evangelical Lutheran Church 

is happening in 2019!  The task force is asking for your help.  If you 

have any pictures, documents, etc. of the history (past or present) of 

our church and would like to share it with us, we would appreciate 

it.  All items will be returned to the owners.  Or, if you have a special 

memory that you can write down and share with us that would be 

great!!!  Next year will be a memorable one in our church with special 

events happening all year.  Please contact Jeannine Sanford, Sue Beat-

ty, Judy Moser or Liz Gordon if you have something to share.  Thanks!!! 
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Worship Life 

Bring Your Tablet or Notebook to Church 

You can download the bulletin and/or announcements onto 

your tablet, notebook or phone and bring it to church to 

save on paper.  Just go to our website, stlks.com, and click 

on the “Info Center” tab to find the latest bulletin and 

announcement sheet. You can access “ST Lukes Guest” with 

the password stlukes310. 

Music Notes 

Give thanks for Summer Music 
Thank you to all the summer music participants, so far God has blessed us with the talents of Cora 
Christoforetti, Rachel Steiner, Peggy Crawford, Jeannine Sanford, Maddie Crytzer and Bob and Carol 
Kaltenhauser.  We will continue God’s blessings on August 12th with Moira Andrews at the 10:00 
service, on August 19th with Ellen Dodge at the 8:15 service and on Sept. 2nd with Peggy Crawford.  
There are still slots available.  Contact Cortney Christoforetti for more information. 

Welcome new Choir Director 
Holly is a native Minnesotan who does NOT have an 
accent!  With a Master’s degree in choral conducting 
from the University of Minnesota, she has held several 
music positions both in churches and in the community.  
In addition to conducting choirs and teaching piano, 
Holly writes folk-style praise songs and hopes to share 
these with the congregation.  Bottom line: Holly loves to 
help people worship through music! 

 

Holly officially began to serve music ministry on  
August 1. 

Holly Puett 

Tuesday 
9:30--12:30 - Ages 1-5 
$40.00 for seven-week sessions 
A $5 discount for families of 2 or more. 
Five children max per day 
 
Register your child/children to enjoy time learning about God's Word  
and interacting with other children while you have some free time.  

Christian Growth 
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The Power of Story 
We all love a good story. If it isn’t our favorite book or television show captivating our attention, it’s a 

movie or a humorous anecdote from a friend or co-worker.  I’m a strong believer in the idea that good sto-

ries captivate us while great stories resonate deeply within us and move us to engage with the world around 

us in new ways. A great story can challenge how we perceive the world and how we live in it.  The best 

stories can even help us learn something that will spur on a change in our worldview.  

Personally, stories have always helped me understand important concepts in a way that dealing with the 

cold hard facts never would.  If the storyteller weaves the point that they are trying to make into a well-

crafted story, then I am much more inclined to grasp the point that is being made. 

Stories have the power to communicate important truths to us.  The meaning of abstract concepts like love, 

friendship, loyalty, sacrifice, evil, justice, and so much more can be conveyed in concrete ways through a 

story. Definitions are useful in helping us understand these concepts, but to see what loyalty looks when it 

costs us something is better seen in story form.  So, when we see Sam follow Frodo in The Lord of The 

Rings books and movies all the way to Mount Doom (literally carrying him at points), we understand what 

true friendship, sacrifice, and loyalty look like more clearly than a standard dictionary definition could ever 

help us grasp. 

I’m convinced that this is why the Bible contains so much narrative and why Jesus uses parables to convey 

truths about the Kingdom of God. Jesus could have chosen to explain things in a different format, but He 

chose to teach in parables because He understood the power of story. 

There is a lesson here for us as well.  A huge chunk of the Bible uses narrative to communicate to us. Jesus 

spends a good deal of his ministry to people sharing parables to communicate truth.  How should this im-

pact how we do ministry? Should a story be an important part of how we communicate the Gospel? 

My answer to both those questions if you haven’t figured it out yet, is yes. Let’s look at the story of the 

woman at the well in John 4. Jesus is at a well in the town called Sychar and the disciples are off looking 

for food. There is a dialogue between Jesus and the Samaritan woman over the course of several vers-

es.  The exchange leads to Jesus verifying that he is indeed the Messiah in verse 26. Then this woman left 

and went to the townsfolk and the following happens. The woman says in 27, “Come, see a man who told 

me all that I ever did. Can this be the Christ?” After some more dialogue and teaching between Jesus and 

his disciples, the townsfolk respond in John 4:39-42: 

39 Many Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman's testimony, “He told me all 

that I ever did.” 40 So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them, and he stayed 

there two days. 41 And many more believed because of his word. 42 They said to the woman, “It is no 

longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is 

indeed the Savior of the world.”  

Discipleship 

continued on page 14 
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The woman’s testimony stirred something in the people of Sychar. The story of her encounter with Jesus 

encouraged the people in the town to believe in him. They had to meet Jesus for themselves. The woman’s 

story served as an introduction to Jesus.  When they met with Jesus in person their faith was solidified and 

grounded in him. They knew exactly who he was and that he was indeed the Messiah. 

Our testimonies can serve the same purpose as the testimony of the woman at the well. When we are in-

volved in the lives of friends, family, co-workers, or neighbors; at some point we will have the opportunity 

to share our story with the folks we rub shoulders with every day. Our story matters because it allows us to 

share the transformative work of Jesus in our lives. The story about the work of Jesus in our lives can then, 

in turn, be used to tell others how Jesus can change their lives as well.  Our story can be used by the Holy 

Spirit as a catalyst to help others understand their place in God’s larger story of redemption and reconcilia-

tion found in the scriptures between Genesis and Revelation. 

Your story has power. The power isn’t in the words, in sentence structure, or even in the telling.  Your sto-

ry is powerful and transformative for others because God can and will use your testimony to draw others to 

Him. Jesus says in John 6:44a:      

“No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him.” 

The Samaritan woman’s testimony at the well drew others to an encounter with Jesus. God can use our sto-

ries about Jesus’ work in our lives to draw others to Him. For our stories to be used by God, we must first 

share them with others. That happens best in the context of a relationship.  Let us be diligent in building 

relationships so that our stories might be shared with others and that new stories of transformation, friend-

ship, sacrifice and neighborly love will be written and become a part of God’s larger story of redemption 

and reconciliation. 

 

By Jeremy Andrews 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check out Jeremy’s blog at  

https://jeremyscottandrews.wordpress.com  

for more content like this.  

There are new posts every Tuesday and Thursday.  

https://jeremyscottandrews.wordpress.com
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Confirmation 
   June 3, 2018  

 

Krystle Ann Ekas  Baptized January 22, 2012 

Adre  Jean Anderson Baptized April 2, 2004 

 

 Confirmation at St. Luke’s is  a public profession of faith prepared for by a two-year careful instruc-

tion during the Sunday School hour.  Confirmation, or the student’s “affirmation of baptism,” is a mature and 

public reaffirmation of the faith which “marks the completion of the congregation’s program of confirmation 

ministry.”   

 Students reaching this Christian milestone are presented with a necklace of 

a Sterling silver Luther Rose as an emblem of their Christian faith.  The Luther Seal 

or Rose is a widely recognized symbol for Lutheranism.  The  seal that was designed 

for Martin Luther was seen as an expression of his theology and faith and is made 

up of five parts.  First, there is a black cross in the middle of a red heart. This re-

minds us that we believe with our heart that Jesus loves us!  Even though there is a 

black cross on the heart and we know that Jesus died on a cross for us, the heart stays colorful and alive. 

God is the Creator and care-taker of all life.  The heart lies on a white rose like a soft blanket reminding us 

that our faith gives us joy, peace and comfort. The rose should be white because white is the color of angels. 

Blue is the color of the sky and reminds us of heaven. It is also the color of hope, all the wonderful things 

God has promised us.  The Gold Ring represents one of the most precious metals in all the earth. God loves 

each one of us as if we were the most precious thing in all the world. When we look at the ring there is no 

beginning or end to it just like God’s love for the world that will last forever and never end.  

 The students were presented with red boutonnieres to celebrate the Spirit and to remind them of 

the blood of Christ shed for them.  

 After confirmation, these students move on to the Senior High Sunday School program and become 

voting members of the congregation.   

 May God bless the students as they walk with the Lord throughout their lives. 
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ST. LUKE’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
310 MAIN ST. 
P O BOX 187 
SAXONBURG, PA 16056 

Phone:724-352-2333 

Fax:724-352-2366 

mail:stlukechurch@consolidated.net 

Have you noticed?  There is a red box 

in the back parking lot placed by Key-

stone Paralyzed Veterans.   The box is 

there to collect clothing for veterans.  

Items will be picked up weekly and any-

thing they can’t use will be recycled.  

Nothing is thrown away.  For more infor-

mation about this group visit its website 

at www.kpva.org. 

Check out 

our website 

at stlks.com 
 

http://www.kpva.org

