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St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

310 West Main Street 

Saxonburg, PA 

www.stlks.com 
 

September 09, 2018  

16th Sunday after Pentecost 

8:15 am 

 

 

PRELUDE Morning Meditation -- Jason W. Krug 
(When the music of the prelude begins, please lower your voice; but, after 

worship raise your voice with joy!) 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Leader: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation:  Amen. 

 

L: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires 

known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of 

our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

L: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 

another. 

 

Please kneel for silent self-reflection. 

http://www.stlks.com/
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L: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 

glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

 

L: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were 

dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you 

have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are 

forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the 

Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C: Amen. 

 

GATHERING SONG  Oh, Worship the King (ELW 842) 

 

GREETING 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 

the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
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KYRIE 

 

 

 



4 

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: Let us pray.  

C: Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform 

sickness into health and death into life. Open us to the power of 

your presence, and make us a people ready to proclaim your 

promises to the whole world, through Jesus Christ, our healer 

and Lord.  Amen. 

 

FIRST READING:  Proverbs 22: 1-2, 8-9, 22-23 

A reading from chapter 22 of Proverbs. 

 1A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches, 

  and favor is better than silver or gold. 

 2The rich and the poor have this in common: 

  the LORD is the maker of them all. 

 8Whoever sows injustice will reap calamity, 

  and the rod of anger will fail. 

 9Those who are generous are blessed, 

  for they share their bread with the poor. 

 

 22Do not rob the poor because they are poor, 

  or crush the afflicted at the gate; 

 23for the LORD pleads their cause 

  and despoils of life those who despoil them. 

 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 125 

 
1 Those who trust in the LORD are like Mount Zion, 

    which cannot be shaken but endures forever. 

2 As the mountains surround Jerusalem, 

    so the LORD surrounds his people 

    both now and forevermore. 

3 The scepter of the wicked will not remain 

    over the land allotted to the righteous, 

  for then the righteous might use 

    their hands to do evil. 
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4 LORD, do good to those who are good, 

    to those who are upright in heart. 

5 But those who turn to crooked ways 

    the LORD will banish with the evildoers. 

   Peace be on Israel. 

 

SECOND READING:  James 2:  1-10, 14-17 

A reading from chapter 2 of James. 
1My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really 

believe in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ? 2For if a person with 

gold rings and in fine clothes comes into your assembly, and if a 

poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, 3and if you take notice 

of the one wearing the fine clothes and say, “Have a seat here, 

please,” while to the one who is poor you say, “Stand there,” or, 

“Sit at my feet,” 4have you not made distinctions among 

yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts? 5Listen, my 

beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in the 

world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has 

promised to those who love him? 6But you have dishonored the 

poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you? Is it not they who drag 

you into court? 7Is it not they who blaspheme the excellent name 

that was invoked over you? 

  8You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the 

scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 9But if you 

show partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by the law as 

transgressors. 10For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one 

point has become accountable for all of it. 

  14What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have 

faith but do not have works? Can faith save you? 15If a brother or 

sister is naked and lacks daily food, 16and one of you says to them, 

“Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not 

supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? 17So faith by 

itself, if it has no works, is dead. 

 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

GOSPEL:  Mark 7:  24-37 

L: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark, chapter 7. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
24[Jesus] set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a 

house and did not want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could 

not escape notice,25but a woman whose little daughter had an unclean 

spirit immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down at 

his feet. 26Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. 

She begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. 27He said to 

her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the 

children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 28But she answered him, 

“Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” 29Then 

he said to her, “For saying that, you may go—the demon has left your 

daughter.” 30So she went home, found the child lying on the bed, and 

the demon gone. 

  31Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of 

Sidon towards the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 
32They brought to him a deaf man who had an impediment in his 

speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on him. 33He took him 

aside in private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his 

ears, and he spat and touched his tongue. 34Then looking up to 

heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” 
35And immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and 

he spoke plainly. 36Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the 

more he ordered them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. 37They 

were astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has done everything 

well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.” 

L: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  

Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak (ELW 676) 

 

CREED 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

OFFERING 
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OFFERTORY Declaration -- Fenton Groden 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

L: Let us pray. 

C: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through 

your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: our 

selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what 

we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, 

through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

L: Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 



10 

 

SENDING SONG Will You Come and Follow Me (ELW 798) 

 

DISMISSAL 

L:  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God! 

 

POSTLUDE Festival for Organ -- James Mansfield 

 

PREPARING FOR NEXT WEEK   (Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23; 

Psalm 125; James 2:1-10, 14-17; Mark 7:24-37 ) 

 

WELCOME! 
Please complete the pew card before you leave worship this day. Pastor 

Keller would be happy to visit with you at the time and place of your 

choosing to answer questions about membership. Simply call the church 

office at 724-352-2333 to make an appointment. 

 
THIS MORNING’S WORSHIP MINISTRY TEAM INCLUDES: 

 8:15 Service 10:00 Service 

ACOLYTES Megan Edder William Crytzer and  

Anna Coriale 

ALTAR GUILD   Audrey Lott and 

Wendy Mendenhall 

Jackie Bice 

LECTOR Jeff Markwell Beth Zellhart 

GREETERS Mary Byers and  

Erka Schuelke 

Kim Buss and Lynn 

Fox 

USHERS Carl Smith and Dale 

Arthurs 

Carl Bracken and  

Gayle Gundlach 

OFFERING 

COUNTERS 

Kathy McRandal and Lil Bachman 

 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Preaching/Index/2018-9-9/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Preaching/Index/2018-9-9/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Preaching/Index/2018-9-9/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Preaching/Index/2018-9-9/0
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CHURCH STAFF 

Reverend Roger G. Keller 

Church 724-352-2333 

Cell 724-713-0549 

Home 724-360-2786 

Jeannine Sanford, AiM Assoc. Min. of Pastoral 

Care & Visitation 

724-594-5533 

Jeremy Andrews Director of Discipleship 304-400-1053 

Shannon Miller Office Manager 724-352-2333 

Holly Puett Director of Music 724-352-2333 

Cortney Christoforetti Organist 724-352-2333 

Ellen Dodge Assistant Organist 724-352-2333 

Marge Kollinger Parish Coordinator  724-352-2333 

Linda Heade Centennial Hall Sexton 724-352-3413 

Bobbie Shearer Church Sexton 724-352-0148 

Kristen Begeman Nursery 724-352-2333 

Judy Gundlach Prayer Chain 724-352-3543 
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2018 Augsburg Fortress. Al rights reserved. 

 

Attendance on Sunday, September 2, 2018 
8:15         36  St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 

10:00  44  310 West Main Street 

Nursery      0  Saxonburg, PA 16056 724-352-2333 

Total               80  stlukechurch@consolidated.net 

 

 

mailto:stlukechurch@consolidated.net

