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St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
310 West Main Street 

Saxonburg, PA 

www.stlks.com 

 

September 02, 2018  

15th Sunday after Pentecost 

8:15 and 10:00 am 

 

PRELUDE Prelude on "Pleading Savior" -- Lani Smith 

 (When the music of the prelude begins, please lower your voice; 

but, after worship raise your voice with joy!) 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Leader: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation: Amen. 

 

L:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires 

known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of 

our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

L:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 

another. 
Please kneel for silent self-reflection. 

 

L:  Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 

glory of your holy name.  Amen. 

http://www.stlks.com/
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L: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die 

for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called 

and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, 

I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 

the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

GATHERING SONG   

What a Fellowship, What a Joy Devine (ELW 774) 

 

GREETING 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: Let us pray.  

O God our strength, without you we are weak and wayward 

creatures. Protect us from all dangers that attack us from the 

outside, and cleanse us from all evil that arises from within 

ourselves, that we may be preserved through your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
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FIRST READING:  Song of Solomon 2: 8-13 

A reading from chapter 2 of Song of Solomon. 

 8The voice of my beloved! 

  Look, he comes, 

 leaping upon the mountains, 

  bounding over the hills. 

 9My beloved is like a gazelle 

  or a young stag. 

 Look, there he stands 

  behind our wall, 

 gazing in at the windows, 

  looking through the lattice. 

 10My beloved speaks and says to me: 

 “Arise, my love, my fair one, 

  and come away; 

 11for now the winter is past, 

  the rain is over and gone. 

 12The flowers appear on the earth; 

  the time of singing has come, 

 and the voice of the turtledove 

  is heard in our land. 

 13The fig tree puts forth its figs, 

  and the vines are in blossom; 

  they give forth fragrance. 

 Arise, my love, my fair one, 

  and come away.” 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 45:1-2, 6-9 
1 My heart is stirred by a noble theme 

    as I recite my verses for the king; 

    my tongue is the pen of a skillful writer. 
2 You are the most excellent of men 

    and your lips have been anointed with grace, 

    since God has blessed you forever. 
6 Your throne, O God,[a] will last for ever and ever; 

    a scepter of justice will be the scepter of your kingdom. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+45%3A1-2%2C+6-9&version=NIV#fen-NIV-14604a
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7 You love righteousness and hate wickedness; 

    therefore God, your God, has set you above your 

companions 

    by anointing you with the oil of joy. 
8 All your robes are fragrant with myrrh and aloes and cassia; 

    from palaces adorned with ivory 

    the music of the strings makes you glad. 
9 Daughters of kings are among your honored women; 

    at your right hand is the royal bride in gold of Ophir. 

 

SECOND READING:  James 1: 17-27 

A reading from chapter 1 of James. 
17Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from 

above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is 

no variation or shadow due to change. 18In fulfillment of his own 

purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would 

become a kind of first fruits of his creatures. 

 

  19You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick 

to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger; 20for your anger does not 

produce God’s righteousness. 21Therefore rid yourselves of all 

sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with 

meekness the implanted word that has the power to save your 

souls. 

  22But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive 

themselves. 23For if any are hearers of the word and not doers, they 

are like those who look at themselves in a mirror; 24for they look at 

themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they 

were like. 25But those who look into the perfect law, the law of 

liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who forget but doers who 

act—they will be blessed in their doing. 

  26If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues 

but deceive their hearts, their religion is worthless. 27Religion that 

is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care for 

orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained 

by the world. 

 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

GOSPEL:  Mark 7: 1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

L: The holy gospel according to St. Mark, chapter 7. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
1Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from 

Jerusalem gathered around [Jesus], 2they noticed that some of his 

disciples were eating with defiled hands, that is, without washing 

them. 3(For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they 

thoroughly wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of the 

elders; 4and they do not eat anything from the market unless they 

wash it; and there are also many other traditions that they observe, the 

washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.) 5So the Pharisees and the 

scribes asked him, “Why do your disciples not live according to the 

tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?” 6He said to them, 

“Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is written,  

 ‘This people honors me with their lips, 

  but their hearts are far from me; 

 7in vain do they worship me, 

  teaching human precepts as doctrines.’ 
8You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human 

tradition.” 

  14Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, 

all of you, and understand: 15there is nothing outside a person that by 

going in can defile, but the things that come out are what defile.” 

  21For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions 

come: fornication, theft, murder, 22adultery, avarice, wickedness, 

deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. 23All these evil 

things come from within, and they defile a person.” 

L: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  

Children of the Heavenly Father (ELW 781) 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

L:  Lord in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

 

EXCHANGING THE PEACE OF OUR LORD 

 

OFFERING 

OFFERTORY  

8:15 Amazing Grace Solo by Peggy Crawford 

10:00 Jesus, Lover of My Soul -- Douglas E. Wagner 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

L: Let us pray. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your 

goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: ourselves, our time, 

and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in 

feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave 

himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

L: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

L: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
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and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

L: Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 

 

COMMUNION 

 

COMMUNION SONG 
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SONG DURING COMMUNION   

Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling (ELW 608) 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

L: Let us pray. 

God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you 

have united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. 

Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may 

proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in 

the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG God, Whose Almighty Word (ELW 673) 

 

DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE  Rejoice! -- Anthony Giamanco 

 

PREPARING FOR NEXT WEEK (Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23; 

Psalm 125; James 2:1-10, 14-17; Mark 7:24-37) 

 

WELCOME! 

Please complete the pew card before you leave worship this day. 

Pastor Keller would be happy to visit with you at the time and 

place of your choosing to answer questions about membership. 

Simply call the church office at 724-352-2333 to make an 

appointment. 
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THIS MORNING’S WORSHIP MINISTRY TEAM INCLUDES: 
 8:15 Service 10:00 Service 

ACOLYTES Krystle Ekas and  

Alex Olczak 

Adre Anderson and 

Molly Begeman 

ALTAR GUILD   Audrey Lott and 

Wendy Mendenhall 

Jackie Bice 

BREAD BAKER Jennifer Keller 

ASSISTING MIN. Dave Fugate Travis Yates 

GREETERS Al Kobert and  

Linda Heade 

Susan Beatty and  

Doris Herceg 

USHERS Ron Boltz and  

Tim Markwell 

Jason Fox and  

George Reuning 

OFFERING 

COUNTERS 

Donna Shipe and Dave Fugate 

 
CHURCH STAFF 

Reverend Roger G. Keller 

Church 724-352-2333 

Cell 724-713-0549 

Home 724-360-2786 

Jeannine Sanford, AiM Assoc. Min. of Pastoral 

Care & Visitation 

724-594-5533 

Jeremy Andrews Director of Discipleship 304-400-1053 

Shannon Miller Office Manager 724-352-2333 

Holly Puett Director of Music 724-352-2333 

Cortney Christoforetti Organist 724-352-2333 

Ellen Dodge Assistant Organist 724-352-2333 

Marge Kollinger Parish Coordinator  724-352-2333 

Linda Heade Centennial Hall Sexton 724-352-3413 

Bobbie Shearer Church Sexton 724-352-0148 

Kristen Begeman Nursery 724-352-2333 

Judy Gundlach Prayer Chain 724-352-3543 
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Attendance on Sunday, August 26, 2018 
8:15         36  St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 

10:00  52  310 West Main Street 

Nursery      2  Saxonburg, PA 16056 724-352-2333 

Total               90  stlukechurch@consolidated.net 

 

mailto:stlukechurch@consolidated.net

