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St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church  

310 West Main Street  

Saxonburg, PA  

724-352-2333 

Sunday, September 11, 2016  
Lectionary 24 

17th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

PRELUDE America, the Beautiful -- Jason W. Krug 

  

(When the music of the prelude begins, please lower your voice; 

but, after worship raise your voice with joy!) 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Leader: In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation: Amen. 
 

L: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires 

known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of 

our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

L: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 

another. 

 

Please kneel for silent self-reflection 
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L: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 

glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 

L: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were 

dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you 

have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are 

forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the 

Holy Spirit that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C: Amen 
 

GATHERING SONG  

Eternal Father, Strong to Save (ELW 756) 

 

GREETING 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 

SONG OF PRAISE    Glory and Praise 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  

C: O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you 

lead back to yourself all those who go astray. Preserve your 

people in your loving care, that we may reject whatever is 

contrary to you and may follow all things that sustain our life 

in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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FIRST READING: Exodus 32:7-14 

L: A reading from chapter 32 of the book of Exodus. 

 
7The LORD said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom 

you brought up out of the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; 
8they have been quick to turn aside from the way that I commanded 

them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have 

worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are your gods, 

O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’ ” 9The 

LORD said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked 

they are. 10Now let me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot 

against them and I may consume them; and of you I will make a 

great nation.” 

  11But Moses implored the LORD his God, and said, “O LORD, 

why does your wrath burn hot against your people, whom you 

brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a 

mighty hand? 12Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil 

intent that he brought them out to kill them in the mountains, and 

to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce 

wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. 
13Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you 

swore to them by your own self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply 

your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land that I 

have promised I will give to your descendants, and they shall 

inherit it forever.’ ” 14And the LORD changed his mind about the 

disaster that he planned to bring on his people. 

 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 51:1-10 

 1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your | steadfast love; 

  in your great compassion blot out | my offenses. 

 2Wash me through and through | from my wickedness, 

  and cleanse me | from my sin. 
 3For I know | my offenses, 

  and my sin is ev- | er before me. 

 4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil | in 
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your sight; 

  so you are justified when you speak and right | in your 

judgment.  
 5Indeed, I was born | steeped in wickedness, 

  a sinner from my | mother’s womb. 

 6Indeed, you delight in truth | deep within me, 

  and would have me know wisdom | deep within. 
 7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I | shall be clean; 

  wash me, and I shall be pur- | er than snow. 

 8Let me hear | joy and gladness; 

  that the body you have broken | may rejoice. 
 9Hide your face | from my sins, 

  and blot out | all my wickedness. 

 10Create in me a clean | heart, O God, 

  and renew a right spir- | it within me.  
 

SECOND READING: 1 Timothy 1:12-17 

 

L: A reading from chapter one of First Timothy. 

 
12I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, 

because he judged me faithful and appointed me to his service, 
13even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a 

man of violence. But I received mercy because I had acted 

ignorantly in unbelief, 14and the grace of our Lord overflowed for 

me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15The saying is 

sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the 

world to save sinners—of whom I am the foremost. 16But for that 

very reason I received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus 

Christ might display the utmost patience, making me an example 

to those who would come to believe in him for eternal life. 17To the 

King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and 

glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

GOSPEL: Luke 15:1-10 

 

L: The holy gospel according to Saint Luke, chapter 15. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
1Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen 

to [Jesus.] 2And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and 

saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 

  3So he told them this parable: 4“Which one of you, having a 

hundred sheep and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-

nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds 

it? 5When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. 
6And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and 

neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my 

sheep that was lost.’ 7Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in 

heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine 

righteous persons who need no repentance. 

  8“Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of 

them, does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully 

until she finds it? 9When she has found it, she calls together her 

friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found 

the coin that I had lost.’ 10Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the 

presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 

 

L: The gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 



8 

 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  America the Beautiful (ELW 888) 

 

CREED 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY  O Beautiful for Spacious Skies  

-- Edward Broughton 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

L: Let us pray. 

C: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through 

your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: ourselves, 

our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have 

gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one 

who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

L:  Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

L: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 



10 

 

BLESSING 

L: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG   Battle Hymn of the Republic (ELW 890) 

 

DISMISSAL 

L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE   God of Our Fathers -- Steven Scott 

 

PREPARING FOR NEXT WEEK  

Amos 8:4-7, Psalm 113, 1 Timothy 2:1-7, Luke 16:1-13 

 

WELCOME! 

Please complete the pew card before you leave worship this day. 

Pastor Keller would be happy to visit with you at the time and 

place of your choosing to answer questions about membership. 

Simply call the church office at 724-352-2333 to make an 

appointment.  
 

Attendance on Sunday, September 4, 2016 
8:15         33 St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 
10:00  53 310 West Main Street 
Nursery      4 Saxonburg, PA 16056 724-352-2333 
Total   90 stlukechurch@consolidated.net 

 

Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 

permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003330. 

 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian 

Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States 

of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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WORSHIP MINISTRY TEAM INCLUDES: 
 8:15 Service 10:00 Service 

ACOLYTES Krystle Ekas and 

Alex Olczak 

Adre Anderson and 

Beth Martin 

ALTAR GUILD   Shannon Miller and 

Ruth Richards 

Jackie Bice and 

Donna Bowman 

CHILD. SERMON  Pastor Keller 

GREETERS Jennifer Gundlach 

and Wendy 

Mendenhall 

Helen McLafferty 

and Judy Moser 

LECTOR/ASST. 

MIN 

Jeff Markwell Jennifer Keller 

OFFER. 

COUNTERS 

Jeff Hartzell and Bill Gordon 

USHERS Dave and Judy 

Gundlach 

Tom and Katie 

Patterson 

 
CHURCH STAFF 
Reverend Roger G. Keller Pastor 724-352-2333 

Pastor Keller’s Cell 724-713-0549 

Pastor Keller’s Home   724-360-2786 

Jeannine Sanford, AiM Assoc. Min. of 

Pastoral Care & 

Visitation 

724-594-5533 

Chris Savannah Choir Director 

Office Manager 

724-282-8044 

724-352-2333 

Cortney Christoforetti Organist 724-352-2333 

Marge Kollinger Parish Coordinator 

Milestone Ministry 

724-352-2333 

Linda Heade Sexton 724-352-3413 

Judy Gundlach Prayer Chain 724-352-3543 
 


