
 
 

About a 1000 years before our Lord Jesus 
was born in Bethlehem, Israel’s greatest 

king—also born in Bethlehem—conquered 
the city that we know as Jerusalem.  It 

became King David’s capitol city, but more 
importantly, it would become the site of 

the Temple around which Israel’s 
covenantal worship increasingly centered.  

And, of course it would become the site of 
the crucifixion and resurrection of our 

blessed Lord.  There is a lot of history and 
a lot of the story of our salvation packed 

into this little paragraph.  To go into all of 
that would turn this short article into a 

book. 

Of the many psalms written by David, 
many were likely written in many different 

places.  Many were undoubtedy composed 
and written within the city walls of 

Jerusalem.  I suspect that Psalm 15 was 
written there.  In fact, I suspect it was 

written in the palace that King David built 
on high ground just south of the spot 

where the Temple would be built by his 
son, King Solomon.  David himself wanted 

to build that temple, but God had other plans.  Still, there was no doubt where the temple 
would someday be built.  What today we call the ‘Temple Mount’ was not only the highest, 

most visible point, but a location already carrying much tradition to the off-spring of 
Abraham.  Perhaps King David could look out the window of his study and gaze upon that 

holy hill.   

It may even be possible, although there is absolutely no evidence one way or the other, 
that the tabernacle that had functioned as Israel’s temple during their years wandering in 

the wilderness was still being used at the Temple Mount.  It is not very likely, but it would 
explain the first verse of Psalm 15:  LORD, who may dwell in your sacred tent?   Who 

may live on your holy mountain?  The answer, of course, is that God alone is worthy.  
Verse 2 says:  The one whose walk is blameless…  Well, that certainly doesn’t apply 

to me.  I may be many things, but I am not blameless.  On Sunday morning when during 
our order of confession I say, “If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the 

truth is not in us,” I am talking to myself before I am talking to any of you.  David goes 
on through the rest of this short psalm to describe the blameless life.   

Psalm 15 (NIV) A psalm of David. 

1 LORD, who may dwell in your sacred tent? 

    Who may live on your holy mountain? 

2 The one whose walk is blameless, 

    who does what is righteous, 

    who speaks the truth from their heart; 

3 whose tongue utters no slander, 

    who does no wrong to a neighbor, 

    and casts no slur on others; 

4 who despises a vile person 

    but honors those who fear the LORD; 

who keeps an oath even when it hurts, 

    and does not change their mind; 

5 who lends money to the poor without 

interest; 

    who does not accept a bribe against the 

innocent. 

Whoever does these things 

    will never be shaken. 

 



 
 

But this psalm points to the one who is worthy, Jesus our Savior.  He is undeniably worthy 
and on the cross He made me worthy too.  In baptism we are joined to Jesus.  Peter 

teaches us in 1 Peter 3: 21-22:  And this water symbolizes baptism that now saves 
you also—not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a clear 

conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who 
has gone into heaven and is at God’s right hand—with angels, authorities and 

powers in submission to him.  And in Jesus, our Lord, as King David reminds us, we 
will never be shaken. 

In Christ’s service, 

Pastor Brian Shirey 

 

Post Scripts: 

† Our lessons for this Sunday, July 12, the Sixth Sunday after Pentecost, are: 

First Lesson: Isaiah 55:10-13   Psalm: 65 

Second Lesson: Romans 8:-12-17  Gospel:  Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

† Every week I keep hoping that things will get simpler, but it seems that every week things 

get more confusing.  So I can only repeat what I said last week:   The upticks we are seeing 

in cases of the virus in many places show clearly that we must continue to be cautious.  We 

need not panic or overreact.  While western Pennsylvania continues to be better off than 

many parts of the country, we must be prudent.  The number of cases in our region have 

gone up although the number of deaths, thankfully, has not.  It seems to me—and I am 

speaking only for myself—this may mean that we may be stuck in a cautious state longer 

than we originally thought.  Due to our fine Centennial Hall and the room it affords us, I 

can’t see us not being able to continue to worship together.  However, moving back into 

the sanctuary and gathering for various activities and ministries may still not be possible 

for a while longer than we had hoped.  We cannot completely guarantee safety from 

infection nor do we say that everybody should attend.  I’m sure that our Lord wants you to 

continue to use prudence and caution.  Let’s err on the side of caution.  If you are not 

feeling well or have been around anyone at risk for COVID-19, you should wait awhile before 

coming back.  If you have any factors that might make you more vulnerable to getting or 

would have more difficulty recovering from the virus, you should wait a while before coming 

back.   

† Watch out in the days ahead for more information about the status of future activities at 

St. Luke’s.  Keep praying for one another and pray for our President, Governor and other 
leaders.  And trust in our Good Shepherd to get us through the remainder of this crisis. 


