
 
 

Psalm 119, verses 153-160 is what we 
said responsively during worship this 

past Sunday. June 28, 2020.  This gives 
me an opportunity to introduce you to 
one of the most unique portions of 

scripture in the entire Bible.  Psalm 119 
is by far the longest psalm in the entire 

book of Psalms.  Since each psalm 
counts as a separate chapter, Psalm 119 

is the longest chapter of the Bible.  It 
has 176 verses.  This psalm alone is 

longer than some of the books of both 
the Old and the New Testaments.  Why 

is this psalm so long?   

Well, as you probably know the psalms 
were songs sung by the people of Israel 

from ancient times all the way to the 
present.  And, of course, most songs are 

poems set to music.  Some poems are 
intentionally quite long.  As is this one.  

This psalm was not written by King 
David, but was likely the undertaking of 

a professional.  Its length comes from 
its peculiar structure.  It is called an 

‘acrostic’ poem because each stanza begins with a different letter of the Hebrew alphabet.  

They are arranged in alphabetical order from the first to the last letter.  Since there are 22 
letters in the Hebrew alphabet, there are 22 stanzas.  Since there are 8 lines per stanza, the 

poem has 176 lines.  Since it takes me 55 seconds to read aloud the stanza that make up our 
psalm, I figure it would take us over 20 minutes if we read the whole psalm responsively.   

Okay, I haven’t really told you much about this psalm other than it is long and complicated.  
Let’s get to the good part.  The subject of the poem is the goodness of God’s LAW, revealed 
to us by Moses and recorded in the first five books of the Bible:  Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, 

Numbers and Deuteronomy.  As good Lutherans, we tend to focus far more on the Gospel 
promise, the promise of our forgiveness through Jesus Christ for our having broken the LAW, 

than we focus on the “you shall/you shall not” of LAW itself.  But the LAW gives at least two 
wonderful and important gifts to the Christian. 

The LAW tells us what we must do to be without sin and nobody can do it.  Neither you, nor 

I, can satisify the LAW’s demands.  Consequently, the Christian, in and of her or himself, 
always comes up short.  After all, nobody’s perfect.  Won’t God just say, “Oh well, you did the 

best you could.  Come on in.”?  No, God might say, “You’ve made a real mess of my creation 
and someone has to clean it up.”  You know you can’t do it.  You need someone to do it for 

you.  Jesus, our Lord and Savior, can.  He says, “I’ll clean it up!”  And He did.  Therefore The 

Psalm 119: 153-160 (NIV) 
153 Look on my suffering and deliver me, 

    for I have not forgotten your LAW. 
154 Defend my cause and redeem me; 

    preserve my life according to your promise. 
155 Salvation is far from the wicked, 

    for they do not seek out your decrees. 
156 Your compassion, LORD, is great; 

    preserve my life according to your LAWs. 
157 Many are the foes who persecute me, 

    but I have not turned from your statutes. 
158 I look on the faithless with loathing, 

    for they do not obey your word. 
159 See how I love your precepts; 

    preserve my life, LORD, in accordance with 

your love. 
160 All your words are true; 

    all your righteous LAWs are eternal. 

 



 
 

LAW sends us to Jesus and there is salvation nowhere else.  Jesus offers just what we need—
HIM!  Of course, you will always come across some, like the Pharisees in the Bible, who feel 

that they don’t need anyone to clean up their relationship with God.  We call that ‘self-
righteousness,’ and we all slip into it sometimes.  But for any who will honestly look into his 
or her own heart, we know that we need to do what Jesus told us to do:  “Repent, for the 

Kingdom of God is at hand.”  In short, the LAW opens our eyes to our need for a Savior and 
drives, points, pushes and/or leads us to Jesus! 

But the LAW gives us a second gift as well.  The LAW gives us a glimpse of what the heart 
and the will of the Christian will be like when it is ‘MADE NEW’ by God in the Resurrection.  
God expresses it beautifully through the prophet Jeremiah (31:33-34), “This is the covenant 

I will make with the people of Israel after that time,” declares the LORD.  “I will put 
my LAW in their minds and write it on their hearts.  I will be their God, and they will 

be my people.   34 No longer will they teach their neighbor, or say to one another, 
‘Know the LORD,’ because they will all know me, from the least of them to the 

greatest,”  declares the LORD.  “For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember 
their sins no more.”  The LAW paints a picture of what life will be like in heaven.  Nobody 

will be restrained from sin because nobody will want to sin.  My will, your will and God’s will 
shall be as one.  In heaven we will receive every one of our heart’s desires, because our heart 

will desire only what God desires for it.  How can we even consider the wonder and beauty of 
this fulfilled relationship with God and with each other without being overwhelmed by the 

power and goodness of God?  If that’s not worth 176 lines, I don’t know what is. 

In Christ’s service, 

Pastor Brian Shirey 

 
Post Scripts: 

† It sure feels great to be worshipping at St. Luke’s again.  Even though we are 

gathering for worship in Centennial Hall which allows for proper distancing, that does 

not mean we can completely guarantee safety from infection nor that everybody 

should attend.  I’m sure that our Lord wants you to continue to use prudence and 

caution.  Let’s err on the side of caution.  If you are not feeling well or have been 

around anyone at risk for COVID-19, you should wait awhile before coming back.  If 

you have any factors that might make you more vulnerable to getting or would have 

more difficulty recovering from the virus, you should wait a while before coming back.  

  

† Keep praying for one another and pray for our President, Governor and other leaders.  

And trust in our strong Fortress to get us through the remainder of this crisis. 


