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St. Luke’s  

Vision Statement 

Guided by the Holy Spirit 

to share God’s loving 

grace through disciple-

ship; strengthening faith 

through the Word, family,  

fellowship and 

 giving.  

2007 Council Retreat 

 

Worship Times 

8:15, 9:30 & 10:45  

 

Communion on 1st, 3rd 

and 5th Sundays at 8:15 

and 10:45. 

Communion on 2nd and 

4th Sundays at 9:30. 

 

 

Office Closed 

October 10  

for Columbus Day 

 

Meeting 

October 17 

7:00 
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Wor s h i p  
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Pastor’s Page 
Remembering the Archangel, Michael and All the Angels, September 29, 2016 
 

 Ephesians 6:12: We aren’t fighting against human enemies but against rulers, authorities, forces of 
cosmic darkness, and spiritual powers of evil in the heavens. 

Walter Wink in his book, Jesus and Nonviolence: The Third Way, notes that demonic forces 
and our sinful nature tend to push us to either avoid conflict and sin or to give into the temptation to 
act in violence.  I’m sure you’ve experienced both as I have.  Habits easily come into our lives to 
avoid conflicts in marriage/family, work, politics, school, etc. and so allow bad situations to contin-
ue. Giving into temptations happens too often and extreme anger or violence do its damage.  But 
Wink reminds us that Jesus teaches and models for us a third way.   

The “third way” is to work for positive change in a civil and non-violent manner while having 
the courage to confront sin. It is a work of faith that believes what the Bible teaches: people are not 
devils, but people are created in God’s image and therefore have redemption because Christ died for 
all.  As my Sunday school teacher put it, the Lord will teach you how to love sinners, but hate the 
sin. Remember the Bible teaches everybody is created in God’s image and has something worth sav-
ing!   

The “third-way” is the Christ-like way to believe and act in love. With God’s help you may 
find the courage to live humbly, with respect toward your enemy, and courage to stand strong even 
in the presence of those with whom you may disagree.  You will pour out blood, sweat and tears 
with patience as Jesus did to find conflict resolutions in work, in your marriage, home, school, poli-
tics, everywhere.  This is all hard and extremely exhausting work!  You cannot do it alone.  And you 
don’t have to! 

The Lord has provided help.  You will not fight the way alone, but you will have the Holy 
Spirit and His angels holding you up and fighting by your side against the darkness. 

Martin Luther in the catechism taught a Christian ought to ask God to send his holy angels to 
fight alongside the Christian who is fighting against the powers of darkness at work in this world. 
They will minister the strength of the Holy Spirit. The Lord gives us what we need to fight the good 
fight.  And as we fight, like Jesus, the angels do their part to minister to us, keeping our faith in the 
right place, Jesus Christ alone! 

The next time you are in worship, may God grant you the vision of the angels joining us in 
heavenly worship and strengthening us to trust God.  Remember at Holy Communion the angels are 
there joining in our praise of the work of Jesus, the work of true love for all humankind, His king-
dom coming upon the earth.   Together we sing, "Holy, Holy, holy, Lord, Lord God of power and 
might:  Heaven and Earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes 
in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest!"   

 Peace, PK 

 

PS.  To keep you strong in battle, look up spiritual Christian fight songs on YouTube, like “A 
Mighty Fortress is our God” by Martin Luther or a contemporary one, like in the “Eye of the Storm” 
by Ryan Stevenson. 
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Council Communique 

Autumn is a season of change, a season of preparation, and 
a season of gathering together to be thankful for what has been 
and what yet lies ahead.  

   Pastor reported that Carol Blank left a bequest to  

St. Luke’s.  Since Carol was eager to help others, he thought 
she would have approved putting 10% in Helping Hands Fund 
and 90% into Ministry Growth. We were very grateful for all 
Carol shared with us. 

   We discussed donating to the Saxonburg Volunteer Fire 
Company since we don’t pay any taxes to help support their 
services to us. We unanimously decided to donate $100 that 
will be given in honor of our many members (past & present) 
who volunteer and serve Saxonburg Volunteer Fire Company. 

         Due to liability issues, the side entry from the south nar-
thex to State Street has to be closed until repairs can be made.  
We authorized Marge to get price quotes so we can proceed 
with the concrete repairs.   

   Pastor mentioned some recent problems with cars being left 
in our parking lot overnight and weekends.  Our policy has 
allowed parking, but now vehicles are being left and are taking 
much needed space from worship, funerals, and other church 

events. We discussed ways to notify our neighbors personally. 
If that doesn’t work, we will notify them in writing.  Posting 
signs would be a last resort.   

      Under ministry reports, we learned Jenny Hartzell wrote 
the beautiful Stewardship letter for this quarter’s envelopes. 
She said the experience was real.  Kelly Weston and Jeannine 
are busy planning for events like the Christmas float, and we 
talked of ways to let our multi-generational lights shine for all 
to see. Property said new signage would be installed this week 
in the church, and Worship said the 9:30 Praise Team would 
really like some help. Marge reported on many successes from 
Rally Day, Sunday School, and the wonderful social hour that 
fed over 30 people (and the offering that covered all the 
costs!).   

   We thank our sisters and brothers who give of their time and 
talents: Beth Zellhart for having taught the Sunday Readings 
class, Carl Bowman, Bob Shipe, George Reuning, Jeff and 
Adam Hartzell, and Jason Fox who have recently painted, 
cleaned, tree trimmed, swept sidewalks, and did other general 
work to keep God’s House fit for our King and welcoming to 
all. In this season of change, it’s great to know we have such 
constant and faithful servants. God Bless you!    

Judy Moser 

Secretary 

Altar Guild at St. Luke’s honors 30 years of faithful service of the linens  
 

“And whatever you do, in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 
Father through Him…Work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters.”       
            —Colossians 3:17, 23 

 During the late worship service on October 2, Donna Shipe was recognized for her years of Altar 
Guild leadership and service.  Pastor Keller expressed deep appreciation on behalf of the congregation for her 
special attention to laundering and pressing the linen, especially the “fair linen,” the tablecloth-like white cover on 
the top of St. Luke’s altar.  Adding a little humor to the occasion he presented her with her very own personal linen 
to take home, “and press if she should get bored and feel the need.”  Then everyone present was relieved when 
Donna was given her real gift, a beautiful statue of De Vinci’s representation of The Lord’s Supper.   

 The gift will be a daily reminder for Donna who has dedicated 30 years of service behind the scenes to 
ensure that the altar was prepared for Communion Sundays. While somebody may not know what all is involved 
to prepare for communion, Donna made sure that every detail was in place, even down to the linens being 
washed, pressed and folded crisply. 

 The Altar Guild is made up of members who serve the Lord and the church by caring for the altar and the 
ceremonial aspects of church services. They keep the Chancel area in good order, prepare for Holy Communion, 
change banners and paraments, and clean Communion vessels and linens. 

 Donna was asked what it meant to her to serve the Lord in this way for all these years. 

 “I always enjoyed it by the grace of God. It was part of my experience at St. Luke’s more than anything 
else,” Donna said. “It’s where my heart drew me. I never saw it as a chore but always as part of the Lord’s work.” 

 Donna said the gift would be a beautiful reminder of St. Luke’s, which she joined 37 years ago in Novem-
ber. Donna said she always loved serving the Lord with the Altar Guild as well as in other areas. Her Guild experi-
ence at St. Luke’s started when the women’s circles took turns with the responsibilities. 

 “I remember vividly Dorothy Johnson who took the time to show me how to properly do everything,” Donna 
recalled. Donna continued to serve over the years and she said the rest, as they say, is “history.” 

 For the past seven years or more, Donna has lived with back pain and has had several surgeries. She 
continued her Guild Service with the assistance of her husband Bob who gathered and transported the linens eve-
ry week after Communion. She thanked Bob for his help and also thanked Erica Schuelke, who served in her 
place when she was recuperating. Donna said she would continue if she could, but it time to step aside for anoth-
er to take her place. 

 “I am humble and thankful for the gift. I will treasure it always, for the rest of my life, and something to pass 
on after I am gone. I am so touched by all of this,” Donna said. 
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Choir Notes 
Come join the St. Luke’s 

choirs!   

The Praise team rehearses every Thursday at 6:30 and 

leads worship at 9:30 every Sunday morning.  We are 

always looking for singers and instrumentalists. 

The Generations Choir accepts members from 15 to 

99.  We rehearse every Thursday at 7:30 and lead 

worship at 10:45 every Sunday.  Instrumentalists are 

needed occasionally at this service.   

For more information, call Chris Savannah at 724-352-

2333. 

Website: 

www.stlks.com  

At St. Luke’s 

Office hours: 

Monday  9-3 

Tuesday  9-3 

Wednesday  9-3 

Thursday  9-3 

Chris Arthurs  10/1 

Clint Cehily  10/1 

Addis Crouch  10/2 

Lukas Nelson  10/2 

William Crytzer  10/3 

Colin Begeman  10/5 

Jason Calorio  10/9 

Tracy Gilliland  10/9 

Cindy Bearrow  10/11 

Dean Gilliland  10/11 

Shirley Ekas  10/12 

Katie Patterson  10/14 

Judy Gundlach  10/15 

David Hay  10/16 

Helen McLafferty  10/16 

Jeff Letters  10/17 

Todd Cushey  10/19 

Sharon McLafferty 10/19 

Tracey Lark  10/21 

Grace Markovich  10/21 

Autumn Trempus  10/21 

Eleanor Hanna   10/22 

Evelyn Tusing  10/26 

Jennifer Keller  10/28 

Mason Hoffman  10/31 

Everlyn Ringler  10/31 

 

 

 

 

Mike & Cristie Crytzer 10/1 

Tom & Gretchen Gallagher 10/12 

Mike & Jodie Volchko 10/18 

Jeff & Jenny Hartzell 10/21 

Jeff & Jenny Goldinger 10/26 

 

St. Luke’s Connect Card 
 

Let’s Stay Connected!  Salmon-colored cards can be 
found in the hymn rack on the back of the pews.  We 
would love to see these cards used by all.  Each Sun-
day that you attend, fill out a card, and request a 
prayer that you were only thinking about.  Then toss it 
in the offering plate during the offertory.  This is valu-
able information to the office to know who is attending 
and offers you a tool to communicate with the church 
office.  Thanks for staying connected to our church 
family! 

C
onnect 

Summer Music 

 
What wonderful music we have had in the absence of our choirs this 
summer.  Thanks so much to Cortney Christoforetti for organizing all of 
these fabulous artists.  We heard: David Kurowski, Timothy Sutton,  Cal-
lie Drennen, Peggy Crawford, Micah Keller, Katelen Shuler, Maddie 
Crytzer, Rachel Steiner and Jeannine Sanford.  

Also helping out this summer is our Outdoor Praise Team: Marilyn Mer-
bach, Tom and Katie Patterson, Richard and Suzie Beatty and Jeannine 
Sanford. 
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Welcome to a regular feature in the Angel highlighting the monthly recipients of St. Luke’s Christian Mission benevo-
lence funds. In 2016, St. Luke’s has directly given $19,800 in 12 equal shares to mission and outreach ministries ($1,650 
month). The 2016 list was approved at the annual congregational meeting.  

Shepherd’s Canyon Retreat in Arizona is the October recipient of St. Luke’s benevolence funds. This is the first time 

that the retreat ministry is being recognized in this capacity.  

The center offers a ministry of healing, restoration, hope and new beginnings for church workers and leaders who 

may be suffering severe burnout, stress, addictions and other concerns. It is located about 90 minutes northwest of 

Phoenix. 

Seven-day retreats offer a combination of individual, couple and group Christian counseling. It is for church leaders 

and their spouses. The SCR vision is the creative outcome of the personal journeys of Christian leaders, both clergy 

and lay, who have experienced God’s healing through the caring of others. The therapeutic healing model is biblical-

ly based and driven by prayer, compassion and grace.  

Benevolence 

The Ministry of Property Upkeep & Repair Needs You! 

It is now time to repair damaged steps and sidewalk on the State Street side of the 

church.  The door from the South Narthex to State Street is closed until repairs can be 

made.  Would you prayerfully consider making a special donation to the building 

fund in the near future to help with these repairs. 

William John (Bill) Champion has joined the “90 Club” at St. Luke’s Lutheran Church. He is one of several members or friends of 
the congregation who have turned 90 in the past two months! 

Born August 8, 1926, in Metamora, Ohio, Bill is the son of the late William John Champion Sr. and Flossie Azalea Devonport 
Champion. He had one brother and one sister, who is still living. Bill attended the Metamora Public Schools and graduated from 
Bowling Green State University with a bachelor’s degree. He received his Master’s and Doctoral degrees at the University of 
Michigan. 

Bill was baptized at the Metamora Methodist Church as a child and confirmed there when he was 12 years old. Bill moved to 
Saxonburg in June 2013, and has attended St. Luke’s services with his wife, the former Martha F. Close, whom he married on 
April 14, 1957 at a Methodist church in Pioneer, Ohio. Bill and Martha live at Concordia. 

He has served as a teacher, university professor of music and as a professional musician during his career. He retired in 1990 
from Buffalo State and retired as a performing musician in 2012. Martha was a teacher. Bill served with the Navy and was sta-
tioned in Washington, DC and San Francisco, CA. The Champions have two sons: Christopher, who resides in Frederick, MD, and 
David, who lives in Slippery Rock. They also have two grandsons. 

Following retirement, Bill helped form a big swing band in Buffalo. Composed of 16 members, the ensemble performed in the 
movie The Natural with Robert Redford. The band played in Buffalo, New York, Ohio and New England for 20+ years. Bill served 
as the leader, trombonist and pianist. Bill played organ and directed choirs from the 1940s to 2013. He served as organist and 
choirmaster in churches in both Ohio and New York. Bill and Martha built a cabin in Canada on the shores of Lake Superior. It 
has been the family place for many years. 

Bill’s favorite hymns include How Great Thou Art, In the Garden, Precious Lord Take my Hand and enjoys Psalm 23 as his favor-
ite Bible verse. 

Words of Wisdom: - “Be honest and truthful in all you do and say. Be loyal. Be compassionate.” 

Golden Milestone Ministries 
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          PARISH PRAYER NOTES: 

THOSE MEMBERS UNABLE TO REGULARLY WORSHIP WITH US : 

Lucille Blakeley,  Room 38, 223 Pittsburgh Street, Saxonburg, PA 16056 

Fred Crux,  Room 17, 223 Pittsburgh Street, Saxonburg, PA 16056 (friend) 

Ruth Cypher, 411 Riverside Drive, #607, Freeport, PA 16229 

Eleanor Hanna, 615 North Pike Road, Cabot, PA 16023 

Peg Mann, 160 Marwood Road, #3108, Cabot, PA 16023 

Grace Markovich, Room 38, 223 Pittsburgh Street, Saxonburg, PA 16056 

John Nuti, 121 Deer Creek Road, Saxonburg, PA 16056 

Jane Osborn, 931 Route 910, Cheswick, PA 15024  

Delores Renfrew, 315 Knoch Road, Saxonburg, PA 16056 

Jay Rinebolt, 427 Aderhold Road, Saxonburg, PA 16056  

Fran Setzenfand, 223 Pittsburgh Street, Saxonburg, PA 16056 

Barbara Schneidmiller, 134 Marwood Road, Cabot, PA 16023 

 

 

MEMBERS AND FRIENDS WE HAVE LIFTED IN PRAYER DURING SEPTEMBER:  

 

Thanksgiving: the engagement of Laura Gundlach to Jacob Miller, Steve Pickard’s retirement,  

Weigo (dissertation), Laura Gundlach (new job), Ned Ziegler, Kim and Chris Lunn (expecting a baby),  

Mrs. Yeager (expecting a baby) 

 

Joys and Concerns: 

Raj Boehm (going to doctor to diagnose health issues), Abby Bowman (healing from fall, Carl and Donna’s 

granddaughter), Evelyn Tusing, Elizabeth Bartley (cancer), Students, teachers and bus drivers starting 

back to school,   Weigo and Lilly (the year ahead), Lynn Federgerber, Lynn Federgerber, Bill Scott, 

Tom Patterson (radiation), Sam (soccer injury), Mr. Limbach, Mrs. Steiner, Emmit (Peggy Crawford’s son), 

Bill Oschlaeger (running tests), Ken Votiniece (colon surgery), Kathy C (surgery), Chuck Weston 

(elevated PSA), Michael Gordon (stroke healing, Bill Gordon’s brother), Joan Schiebel (health issues),  

Elva Weston (fall and tesing), Kerrin Hay, Joanne Schiebel, Chris, Rachel 

 

Hospitalizations: Lois Benoit (heart valve infection), Marge Rinehart (broken ribs), Charles Amadee 

(bypass surgery), Amanda Bereznak (surgery), Cindy Bayer (bad stroke), Donna Bloom (friend of the 

Markwells in ICU), Jay Rinebolt, Chris Arthurs (heart condition), Pat Cremer (Rose Martin’s sister)  

 

Recovery: Betty Learn (back surgery on August 12th), Carol Steffler (broken hip, Gayle Gundlach’s sister),  

Judy Moser (appendectomy), Bob Shipe (shoulder surgery), Pastor Keller (surgery) 

 

Bereaved: Friends and family of Don Amadee, Peter McKosky (Tracy Gilliland’s father), Michael Ecola 

(memorial service on August 9th), Jim Starr, Walt Gerner, Bill Gallagher, Paul Wolf, Erica Cornman  

(Wes Wetzel’s granddaughter), Adolph Poenisch, Donna Bloom (friend of the Markwells), Lisa Hanna, 

Angie Dannelly, Glenn Raub, Randi Jones, Elsie Riemer (Jeff Hartzell’s grandmother), Edward Ayers (Beth 

Zellhart’s Dad) 

  

If you are aware of someone in the 
hospital or in need of pastoral 
care, please call the church office 
and let us know.   

http://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN873x3823019497600542657&id=YN873x3823019497600542657&q=Concordia+of+Fox+Chapel&name=Concordia+of+Fox+Chapel&cp=40.5799407958984%7e-79.8677749633789&ppois=40.5799407958984_-79.8677749633789_Concordia+of+Fox+Chapel&FORM=SNAPST
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Thank you! 

To St. Luke’s Congregation, 

I want to thank you all for 

my birthday cards and for 

the beautiful picture of St. 

Luke’s given to me.  I will 

treasure it always.  Thanks 

again and God Bless you 

all.  —Mary Byers. 

To the lovely people providing the blankets for the NICU at 

Magee Hospital,  Thank you for the blanket.  It’s cheerful color 

provided comfort in an otherwise very sterile environment.  We 

are all doing well now and are very happy.  Much love to you, 

Rachel and David. 

With great joy, we announce the birth of Micah Helen and Tamar 

Bodil born on June 20, 2016.   

Dear St. Luke’s  

 Thank you so much for your caring and concern for me while 
I was in the hospital and then recuperating from the surgery.  
I really appreciated your prayers, cards, calls, visits, food and 
flowers.   

I’m happy to be able to worship again with you.  You are truly 
what makes St. Luke’s So special! 

     

    God Bless You All 

Judy Moser 

The summer and fall flower pots, at 

the entrances, would like to thank 

Erika Schuelke for watering us eve-

ry morning.  We appreciate all the 

TLC you gave us to keep us 

healthy, perky and looking nice.  

You are a very special care-giver!  
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Stewardship 
As we celebrate Stewardship Sunday this fall, we, as God’s servants, are asked to reflect upon the sharing of our 

time, talents, and possessions.   How do we determine what and how we will give to support God’s works?  Con-

sider the following true story. 

A co-worker recently confided that due to her husband remaining unemployed, they would not be able to donate 

to the Light of Life Thanksgiving Dinner mission, nor make contributions to support underprivileged children with 

backpacks and other school supplies. She spoke through tears as she described how much they enjoyed provid-

ing to these two ministries over the years.  Together, we discussed that although they may not be able to make 

the financial contributions they once did, they could shift their focus to what they could share of their time and 

talents.  She described how her husband, a talented florist by hobby, was looking to begin to develop his own 

floral business.  Her mood lightened as she spoke of how he had been using his time unemployed to make new 

floral wreaths and seasonal arrangements for their home church.  As she spoke, she soon realized that sharing 

comes in many forms besides monetary giving, and using one’s time and talents, of which her husband had 

both, can be just as important in supporting God’s mission as money alone. 

God calls us to evaluate our own time, talents, and possessions.  How can we best give of ourselves to the glory 

of God?  As we celebrate Stewardship Sunday this November, rejoice in the gifts that you have to offer to St. 

Luke’s.  Joyfully share your talents with others and to the glory of God realizing that God has provided those tal-

ents to you.  Are you not sure that you have a talent to share or are willing to share?  Consider helping to com-

plete small jobs or big jobs at church or volunteering with another organization to help those in need.  Do you 

lead a busy life and spare time is precious to you?  Prayerfully contemplate how you might make a special contri-

bution or increase your financial giving at St. Luke’s.   

Thanks be to God for the generous donation of every act of stewardship that is shared at St. Luke’s.  Prayerfully 

consider how you are called to share your time, talents, and possessions to the glory of God.  The possibilities 

are endless. 

   

Sharing in Thanksgiving, 

Jenny Hartzell, The Stewardship Committee              .        

God’s Love at Work  

Highlights for St. Luke’s: August 2016 

This month in ministry we held services at Elmcroft and Saxony, Community Quiet Time and a new prayer 

circle was started on Tuesdays. We were inspired by guest musicians this summer and by our outdoor ser-

vices.  The Youth ministry ended the summer by going Ape!  Our monthly benevolent support for August was 

for the North American Lutheran Church National Organization.  

 

Income Needed    19,500     YTD Income Needed      234,994 

Income Rec’d   16,433   YTD Income Received    155,996 

We still need       3.067   We still need         9,344   
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Outreach/Evangelism 
Community Quiet Time:  6:00—

8:00,  October 24th in the Sanctuary 

of St. Luke’s.  Please come in and 

enjoy the quietness of our sanctuary 

to reflect and pray.  Bring your prayers to God and 

let them be heard. 

 

The monthly service will be held in the 
Alzheimer's Unit of Elmcroft and St. 
Luke’s ministry groups are being 
asked to help with the service.  The 

group for October 2nd is Outreach and Evan-
gelism. The service starts at 2 p.m. and will be 
30-45 minutes in length.   
 

 

 

Saxony Health Center Worship Service 
October 9th at 2:00 pm 

All are welcome to come! 
 
I would like to thank Bob Shipe for his 
years of volunteerism with the Victims 
Outreach Center.  The church receives do-
nations for Voice throughout the month 
and Bob takes them to the donation center 
once a month.  Bob would like to pass this 

job on to someone else who has a heart for helping.  
The items need to be delivered on the last Thursday of 
the month.  Bob will be glad to give you the details!  
Just notify the church office if you would like to help.
—Chris Savannah 

Fellowship Life 

October 12, 2016—Water Color Class 
Lunch at 12:00 and Water Color class 
begins at 12:50 with Susie Beatty. 
Cost and $10.  Please bring a water 

container and a bath towel to use as an easel. 
November 9, 2016—Thanksgiving Lunch in Fellow-
ship Hall.  Catered by Vin & Joe’s, the menu includes 
braised steak, turkey, mashed potatoes, carrots, 
coleslaw, and rolls.  
 

St. Luke’s Sewing Ministry will work 
on the fleece blankets and LWR 
quilts.  Bring your own project and 

join us for fun and conversation.  All ages are wel-
come.  We meet at 10:00 on October 13th and 27th.  

Come Join in Prayer 

Every Tuesday at 12:30 

Fellowship Hall (church basement) 

Come early for lunch at 12:00 (bring 
your own or order out) 

 

Mark Your Calendars! 

October 23, 2016 at 12:15 
Fellowship of Christian Stewardship 
(FCS) is hosting the October Social 
Hour after late service on October 
23

rd
.  After lunch, the FCS Annual 

meeting will be held.  

 

Our “Church Mouse” section is for you, about you!  Please send updates of people we 
are praying for, good news about you and/or your family, change of address and phone 
number, and student achievements.  You can also use this space to find some help 
around the house or sell something you no longer need. Please e-mail the church office: 
stlukechurch@consolidated.net for the November Angel by Monday, October 26. 

 Francine Messmer is looking for a pack and play to use while she is babysitting her 
great-niece.  If you have one she can use, please call her at 724-355-1589. 
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We are very excited to have Kristen Begeman here as she begins the new Parents Morning Out 
(PMO) ministry at St. Luke’s. Kristen, a graduate of St. Vincent College, has a degree in Liberal Arts with 
a concentration in Psychology. She is certified in Early Childhood/Elementary Education. Kristen has 
over 27 years of experience working with children. Kristen has been a preschool teacher at Wexford 
Presbyterian Church and a substitute teacher in the Pine Richland and Mars school districts. Her work 
experience also includes after school care at Stepping Stones Children’s Center and summer camp 
there. She was the Director of Preschool at Small Impressions Childcare in Saxonburg and most recently 
the Nursery Ministry Director at Valencia Presbyterian Church. Her responsibilities there included operat-
ing the Mom’s Morning Out program, the Sunday nursery care, a mid-week Bible Study 
program for the nursery children, and a monthly Parent’s Out Program. She served as 
the VBS director at the Valencia church for two summers. Kristen is currently an Assis-
tant Pre-School teacher three days a week at Bakerstown Presbyterian Children’s Cen-
ter. Stop by the Little Lambs Nursery today and welcome Kristen. In addition to PMO 
on Tuesday and Thursday mornings, Kristen will be teaching the 1.5 to 3-year-old chil-
dren during Sunday School and staffing the Little Lambs Nursery during the 10:45 am 
worship service. 

Sunday School 
Teachers 

Many thanks to this year’s teachers!  We’re excited to start a new year with such gifted, spirit-filled and dedicated teachers: 

Nursery —Kristen Begeman 

Pre-K & K -- Kelly Weston 

1st & 2nd grade --Julie Edder 

3rd & 4th grade --Kim Lunn 

5th & 6th grade --Bill Gordon & Kris Crouch 

7th & 8th grade --Jeannine Sanford & Jennifer Keller 

High School --Cristie Crytzer, Jim Drennen  

Adults                  --Susan Beatty, Marge Kollinger  

Curriculum  

All children age 2 through 6th grade will be learning from Buzz. Group Publish-

ing’s goal in the development of Buzz is to see changed lives as we help people 

to know, love, and follow Jesus. Buzz concentrates on the essentials of the Chris-

tian faith and helps people understand and apply the Bible’s principles. Teaching 

the Bible doesn’t mean much if it isn’t making an impact in people’s lives. Group 

has done years of research to determine what makes effective learning take 

place. They’ve discovered that when people are physically and emotionally involved in the learning 

process, they learn and retain more. Jesus used those same principles as he involved his disciples in 

learning experiences and interactive discussions.  

Senior High Students: 

Is your faith real or counterfeit?  Are you living your own faith or that of your parents, 

friends, or Hollywood?  What do you believe?  Why?  Join the high school Sunday school 

class each Sunday in the youth room as we discuss the hard-to-answer questions that will 

challenge you and strengthen YOUR faith. 
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VOLUNTEER HELP WANTED 

 

St. Luke’s Lutheran Church in Saxonburg is seeking volunteers to perform 
clerical duties Tuesday and/or Thursday mornings.  Primary job duties in-
clude answering church phones, greeting visitors to our church and office, 
monitoring building entrances, providing emergency only assistance to the 
director of PMO, and other jobs for the church office.  The newly formed 
Parents Morning Out (PMO) program seeks to offer a caring Christian envi-
ronment as a respite for caregivers as well as providing special time for early 
childhood fun with peers, introduction to the church family and basic Bible 

stories. Your volunteer support to our church is a vital part of your Christian stewardship and 
greatly appreciated.   

If  interested, please call Marge Kollinger, Parish Coordinator, 724-822-7760, or contact the 
church office at 724-352-2333, or stlukechurch@consolidated.net.   

2016 Centennial Hall Quilt Show 
 With the help of the Pieceful Patchers Quilt Guild, the 2016 Quilt Show was a huge success.  Over 500 visitors 

admired 56 quilts, visited seven quilting vendors and even enjoyed a personal experience on a long arm quilting ma-

chine that was brought in from Erie.  Saturday a speaker, Joanne Smisko was in the Sanctuary demonstrating Scrappy 

Quilts and a demonstration in the basement of Centennial Hall by Janice Parks on Paper Piecing.  Also in Centennial 

Hall was a History of Christian Quilting in a power point presentation along with displays from local Charity Quilters, 

assembled by Jeannine Sanford.    

 Lunch was enjoyed in Fellowship Hall provided by the St. Luke’s Sewing Ministry and Sunday afternoon every-

one enjoyed a patriotic concert with 30 musicians and vocalists from the Kiski Valley, on the lawn, with an estimated 

70+ in attendance. Arrangements were by Cortney Christoforetti.    

A community of quilters enjoyed their participation so much, they have agreed to be part of this community 

ministry of St. Luke’s in 2017, sharing in the planning and hosting. 

Thank you everyone who participated from set-up, greeting, take-down, the church office and visitors.   

Business Sponsors were:  The Bistro, Novotny’s, Saxony Gardens, and Saxon Golf Course.  Please remember these 

businesses when you are about town.  They have supported us in numerous ways from the beginning 4 years ago. 

Peoples Choice Prizes were awarded to: 

 1st Prize, Barbara Hanna for her entry of Dresden Garden 

 2nd Prize, Sandy Stivenson for her entry of Snow Days 

 3rd Prize, Roberta Pfugh for her entry of  Rose of Sharon   

12 Silent Auction Baskets were also given away. 

 

In His Service, Doris Herceg, Marge Kollinger and Betty Learn 
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