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2015 
 

St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

310 Main St. 

P O Box 187 

Saxonburg, PA 16056 

www.stlks.com 

St. Luke’s  

Vision Statement 

Guided by the Holy Spirit 

to share God’s loving 

grace through disciple-

ship; strengthening faith 

through the Word, family,  

fellowship and 

 giving.  

2007 Council Retreat 

 

Worship Times 

8:15, 9:30 & 10:45  

 

Communion on 1st, 3rd 

and 5th Sundays at 8:15 

and 10:45. 

Communion on 2nd and 

4th Sundays at 9:30. 

 

 

Meeting 

October 19 

7:00 

 

Meals to Go! 
(can be eaten in) 

Centennial Hall 

St. Luke’s 

110 State Street, Saxonburg 

Dinner and Basket Draw-

Choice of : 
Hot dogs, Bratwurst or Crispy Chicken 
Mashed Potatoes 
Green Beans 
Apple Sauce 
Dessert 

Tickets available by 
calling: 

St. Luke’s Church 

724-352-2333 

Or at the door 

All donations benefit  

the Educational Support Fund 

for the Steiner family. 

Donation for to go meals:* 

Adults (13 and over)   $10.00 

Children (5-12)                     $5.00 

Children (0 to 4)               FREE 
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Pastor’s Page 

 I recently received a reminder of something that deeply influenced me when I was a teenager. It 
was an old TV ad developed by the Partnership for a Drug-Free America. The advertisement con-
vinced my young brain (and heart) of the damage drug abuse could cause in me.   
 In the ad a man holds up an egg and says, "This is your brain." Then he motions to a hot frying 
pan and says, "This is drugs."  He cracks open the egg, fries the contents, and says, "This is your 
brain on drugs.” Finally, he looks at the camera and asks, "Any questions?" 
 An October 2014 New York Times article by Abigail Moore pointed out, “…researchers have 
found that THC -- the psychoactive compound in marijuana -- can disrupt focus, memory, decision-
making and motivation for about 24 hours. When an instructor in psychology at Harvard's medical 
school…looked at the brain scans of 20 pot smokers, ages 18 to 25, she didn't see a fried egg on her 
computer screen. But she did see evidence of structural differences in two regions of the brain. Not a 
good sign.”   

 Chemicals we put into our bodies effect our brain and likely for as long as we live. Surprised?  
I’m not. But how about when we pray?  What happens to a brain on prayer? 

Dr. Andrew Newberg of Thomas Jefferson Hospital in Philadelphia has some answers.  For 
more than 20 years, he has studied how the brain is affected by prayer. He injects radioactive dye into 
people, and then looks for changes in their brains when they pray.  Pointing to a computer screen that 
showed brain activity, Dr. Newberg said in an NBC TV interview on December 24, 2014, "You can see 
it's all red here when the person is just at rest, but you see it turns into these yellow colors when she's 
actually doing prayer." 
 For Dr. Newberg this level of change is significant and suggests that the body is influenced 
enough to offer healing properties. Prayer has enough power to heal a body!   

So, I would say that science is catching up with this essential gift of the Spirit given to believers!  
Prayer brings healing to a broken person.  Remember James’ words, “Are any among you sick? They 
should call for the elders of the church and have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the 
name of the Lord. The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone 
who has committed sins will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one 
another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.” (James 
5:14-16). 

Prayers we offer when alone, the prayers of the elders and the whole church family binds us to-
gether with the Lord and others who are also seeking to grow in their faith in Jesus.  We really can’t do 
it all by ourselves and with prayer we realize we aren’t alone to handle it all.  Prayer becomes a lifeline 
for rescue. Prayer is a grace for us to thrive in life!  

St. Luke’s seeks to be a congregation of prayer.  You can ask for prayers for yourself or for 
somebody else by making a request on our renewed website—stlks.com.  Or you can fill out a pew 
card, the “Connect Card” and drop it the offering plate to have someone lifted up for two Sundays dur-
ing worship.  Or for immediate prayer, you can call the church office or call or text Bonnie Ekas, who 
will activate a group of people known as the “Prayer Chain,” and they will immediately pray your re-
quest. 

Prayer is God’s gift to our heart, soul and brain!  The Lord is always there to hear what’s on our 
mind and heart (e.g., Matt 7:7). We carry no burdens alone.  The entire Bible offers consistent witness 
from the saints who have discovered the power of prayer upon their lives, even unto life everlasting.   

 
In Christ’s Service,  
Pastor  
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Property 

Relocation Update! 

 Welcome to St. Luke’s Saxonburg!  We believe God uses the ministry of the church to save the 
lost and heal the broken, and that means we want to make it easy for everyone to feel welcomed at 
St. Luke’s.   

            Seeking to be good stewards of our space for everybody’s benefit, Church council confirmed a 
plan to relocate some of our ministry centers, namely, the church office, nursery, Pastor’s Study, infor-
mation center, and library.   Please pray for this endeavor and let me thank you ahead of time for your 
patience as we seek to share the gospel in our time and place.   

            Progress Notes on ministry centers relocation: 

· Come and see the Little Lambs Nursery located in the North Narthex.  While it is open for use, it will be officially completed 
and dedicated by mid-October.  (Funded by special donations, approx. $3,000.00). 

· Come and see and lend a hand to the work done in the Church office.  It is now nicely relocated downstairs of the church 
building in the old nursery room (Funded by the Investment Fund, approx.  $1,000.00). 

· Church Library to the Gathering Area in the Fellowship Hall  ($0) 

· Pastor’s office into the Mary Esther Room  ($0) 

· Information Center and Gathering Area in North Narthex, previously Pastor’s Study   (Funded by Investment Fund and ac-
tive donations, approx.. $8,000) 

· Technology in Wi-Fi and new security locks  (Funded by Horace Cooper Fund, approx. $3,000) 

            After supporting our regular ministry with your tithes and offerings, please give prayerful consideration to making a 
special donation to the “welcome” changes by marking your gift “building fund”.   Join in prayer that these changes will not 
only open our space, but our hearts to reach out with the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ to others. 

Abba’s House 
Every Thursday: 

6:30 pm BASE Youth Group  

10:00 pm Guyz Night Out 

 

1st Saturday of each month @10 am:  

 Chalk Talk with Parents Together League  

New Doors for the North Narthex 

 Coming soon is a new set of ADA compliant doors at the parking lot entrance of the North Narthex.  These new doors 

will offer a crash bar for safe exit in the event of an emergency and a new more gradual threshold which will make for an easier 

and safer entrance for all ages.  This change promises to not only be a safety improvement, but also create a brighter entrance 

using a tinted high-quality glass door which will complement the beautiful stone exterior.  We believe the new doors will be a 

“welcoming” improvement.  (This project will be funded by the Memorial Fund, approx. $5,000).  
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Choir Notes 
Come join the St. Luke’s 

choirs!   

The Praise team rehearses every Thursday at 6:30 and 

leads worship at 9:30 every Sunday morning.  We are 

always looking for singers and instrumentalists. 

The Generations Choir accepts members from 15 to 

99.  We rehearse every Thursday at 7:30 and lead 

worship at 10:45 every Sunday.  Instrumentalists are 

needed occasionally at this service.   

For more information, call Chris Savannah at 724-352-

2333. 

New Website: 

www.stlks.com  

At St. Luke’s 

Office hours: 

Monday  9-6 

Tuesday  9-3 

Wednesday  9-3 

Thursday  9-3 

Chris Arthurs      10/1 

Clint Cehily                           10/1 

Addis Crouch                        10/2 

Lukas Nelson                        10/2 

William Crytzer                     10/3 

Colin Begeman                     10/5 

Jason Calorio                        10/9 

Tracy Gilliland                       10/9 

Cynthia Bearrow                   10/11 

Dean Gilliland                        10/11 

Shirley Ekas                           10/12 

Kay Ann Patterson                10/14 

Judy Gundlach                      10/15 

David M. Hay                          10/16 

Helen McLafferty                   10/16 

Jeffery Letters                        10/17 

Todd Cushey                          10/19 

Sharon McLafferty                 10/19 

Tracey Lark                             10/21 

Grace Markovich                    10/21 

Autumn Trempus                   10/21 

Eleanor Hanna                        10/22 

Ruth Franke                            10/23 

Evelyn Tusing                         10/26 

Donald Amadee                      10/27 

Jennifer Keller                        10/28 

Mason Hoffman                      10/31 

Evelyn Ringler                        10/31 

 

 

Michael & Kristin Crouch           10/1 

Thomas & Gretchen Gallagher  10/12 

Jeffrey & Jenny Hartzell             10/21 

Jeff & Jennifer Goldinger           10/26 

German Fellowship 

There will be an “Interest” meeting for our trip to Ger-

many next June in the Hattie Cooper Room at 6:30 pm 

on Thursday, October 22nd.  All are welcome to come! 

St. Luke’s Senior High Youth Group -- 

Grades 9-12 

We will begin meeting November 6th.  Watch 

your bulletin, emails, and November newsletter 

Please send your current email and cell number to Cristie Crytzer at 

crytzers@gmail.com to be included in youth group communications. 

Quake Zone 2016! 

January 29-31, 2016 

Yes, believe it or not, it is time to reserve your spot for 

this year’s Youth Quake!  If you are in grades 7 - 12, 

please submit your request along with your deposit of 

$60 by November 15th. 

For more information on Youth Quake, please see Pastor 

Keller or Cristie Crytzer or visit their site at 

http://www.youthencounter.org/event/pittsburgh/  
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Welcome to a regular feature in the Angel highlighting the monthly recipients of St. Luke’s Christian Mission benevo-
lence funds. For the past five years, St. Luke’s has directly given $22,000 in 12 equal shares to mission and outreach 
ministries ($1,833.33 month). The 2015 list was approved at the annual congregational meeting.  

Lutheran CORE is the recipient of St. Luke’s benevolence funds in October. CORE seeks to mobilize confess-

ing Lutherans for evangelical renewal. Based in Wausau, WI, CORE connects more than 5,000 individuals, 

400 congregations and 20 institutions/renewal groups across North America.  

 

Earlier this year, CORE refined its ministry statement. “Our purpose can be summed up in two words – shelter 

and voice. As a shelter for confessing Lutherans, we support and connect Lutheran individuals and congrega-

tions who seek to live in accord with Biblical and confessional teachings and practices. As a prophetic voice, 

we advocate for Biblical authority and confessional fidelity among churches of the Lutheran community,” its 

website states. 

 

CORE addresses from an orthodox and confessional viewpoint major theological issues confronting the Lu-

theran community; challenges the ELCA to uphold its commitment to honor the bound conscience of those 

holding to a traditional view of human sexuality and marriage; advocates for ministers who are not being treat-

ed fairly because of their traditional views; and supports local gatherings and ethnic ministries. Rather than 

holding an annual convocation, CORE will support local gatherings and is communicating biblical witness 

through its newsletter, mailings and other social media. 

 

CORE’s common confession is a seven-part statement of faith that highlights some of the important biblical 

and confessional doctrines of traditional Lutheran theology. It centers on The Lord Jesus Christ, The Gospel of  

Salvation, the Authority of Scripture, a Common Confession of Faith, the Priesthood of all Believers, Marriage 

and Family, and the Mission and Ministry of the Congregation. CORE has blog commentary on each of the 

seven points. The website also has daily devotions, prayers, ClergyConnect and MissionConnect, which gath-

ers resources and opportunities for missions and outreach. 

Benevolence 

Sunday School is off to an exciting year!  The 9:30 hour begins with youth through sixth grade gathering with their 

teachers in the church sanctuary to praise the Lord in song and prayer. Classes are buzzing about the new curriculum 

from Group Publishing. A typical Buzz lesson invites relationship building time, teaches kids to recognize God in 

their daily lives, and has Bible activities that lead children into God’s Word. They learn how to live out God’s Word 

personally by applying what they learned in the coming week. Buzz at Home cards are sent home for families to rein-

force what is taught each Sunday. The first Festival Day (formerly known as Funday Sunday) will be held on Refor-

mation Day – October 25 –Celebrating the Word of God! Invite a friend to come and see what the “buzz” is all about! 

Sunday School 
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          PARISH PRAYER NOTES: 

THOSE MEMBERS UNABLE TO REGULARLY WORSHIP WITH US : 

Lucille Blakeley,  Room 38, 223 Pittsburgh Street, Saxonburg, PA 16056 

Fred Crux,  Room 17, 223 Pittsburgh Street, Saxonburg, PA 16056 (friend) 

Ruth Cypher, 411 Riverside Drive, #607, Freeport, PA 16229 

Ruth Franke, Room 24, 223 Pittsburgh Street, Saxonburg, PA 16056 

Peg Mann, 160 Marwood Road, #3108, Cabot, PA 16023 

Grace Markovich, Room 38, 223 Pittsburgh Street, Saxonburg, PA 16056 

John Nuti, 121 Deer Creek Road, Saxonburg, PA 16056 

Fran Setzenfand, 223 Pittsburgh Street, Saxonburg, PA 16056 

Barbara Schneidmiller, 134 Marwood Road, Cabot, PA 16023 

Lois Shindledecker, 134 Marwood Road, Cabot, PA 16023 

 

 

MEMBERS AND FRIENDS WE HAVE LIFTED IN PRAYER DURING SEPTEMBER: Michael Ecola, 

Elizabeth Bartley (chemotherapy), Noah (reaction to medication), Tyler Zagorski (Kris Kollinger’s brother, 

accident), Ben Natili (back surgery), Ron Boltz (detached retina), Audrey Gerlach (rehab at Saxony), Tom 

Janis, Wyatt Mock (dirt bike accident), Jimmy Nelson, Peggy Crawford, Carol Newell (cancer), Jeff Dunlap 

(cancer), Lois Govan, Scott Shearer, Kenny Kramer, Marge Reinhart (fall), Reid Geibel, Dale Halson, June, 

Nancy Simpson, Bill Almon (Rose Martin’s father), Wanda Balfour (pneumonia), Carol Blank, Mary Clark, 

Zach (health concern), Sandra Sweesy, Bill Sutton, Ryan Wharrey, Tyler Byers, Tara Fortino, Bill Wetzel, 

Bill Gregory (chemotherapy), Jenna Plutyk (University of Oregon), Harry Mann, Shirley Walker (kidney 

failure), Glenna Walters (bells palsy), Paisley  

 

BEREAVED: For the family and friends of  Barbara McHenry, Dolores Nelson, Shirley Kinard  

 

THANKSGIVINGS: For Bill Oelschlager of Lutheran Lay Renewal for his sermon and ministry, the en-

gagement of Carol Amadee and Greg Jaksec, Lisa Hanna’s 50th Birthday, Matthew Vatelare, our seminary 

student, Rally Day and the start of Sunday school.  

  

 

 

If you are aware of someone in the 
hospital or in need of pastoral 
care, please call the church office 
and let us know.   

Return the Blessing 

August 2015 

Ourselves, Our Time and Our Possessions . . . 

For the sake of the Gospel of Jesus Christ! 

Let us give thanks for our generous giving in August. 

  

Income Needed  21,222  YTD Income Needed 169,777 

Income Rec’d  18,792  YTD Income Received 140,131 

Short by     2,430   Short by   26,646 
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Thank you 

To: All of the Junior Counselors at Day Camp, 

Thank you for all of the hard work you guys put in this week! You are all rock stars and would make amazing 
counselors.  Thank you for making us feel included and welcomed here at St. Luke’s!  

With Love, Kayla, Lacey and Katrina (Lutherlyn Counselors for Day Camp) 

Dear Pastor Keller and Congregation, A special thanks 

for my 90th birthday gift, which we hung in our den 

the same day.  Your thoughtfulness is greatly appreciat-

ed.  Also,  thanks to Jeannine for my nice write up in 

the Angel.  Sincerely, Herb Richards 

To My Church Family, Thanks to all for the flowers, pie, 

soup and all. The soup hit just right, we were trying to 

come up with supper and a knock at the door… We 

miss getting to church and are hoping that our set up 

gets better.  Our love, Georgie and Frank (Burk) The 

Good Lord has been with us on all our trials. 

A big thank you to all who donated food, time and 

monetary donations for Deb Steiner’s funeral dinner.  

The support of everyone was greatly appreciated.  We 

served 135 family and friends.  In His service—Judy 

Gundlach, Funeral Dinner Ministry 

Dear Judy and Crew: 

I don’t know how to thank you enough for all the time 

and effort you put into preparing a meal for after Deb-

bie’s funeral.  The love and support of all of you has 

truly been amazing and I am grateful.  Sincerely, Doris 

Herceg, Noah and Rachel 

St. Luke’s Church Family, 

Adequate words are hard to find to sincerely express 
our gratitude for all the love and support shown to us 
by you at this difficult time.  Your overwhelming out-
pouring of support has been heart rending.  Your 
phone calls, visits, food, transportation, hugs, whatever, 
are all truly appreciated.  We cherish your kind words 
of remembrance of Debbie.  We ask for your continued 
prayers as we try to move forward and smooth a 
bumpy path.  With the Lord’s guidance, we will find 
our direction.  Thank you from the bottom of our 
hearts.—Doris, Noah and Rachel 

St. Luke’s Choir and Friends: 

First, thank you for the beautiful wind chimes you gave 
in memory of Debbie.  Your thoughtfulness is appreci-
ated so much. 

Your beautiful voices contributed so much to making 
Deb’s funeral so cherished.  If you can say a funeral 
was beautiful, it certainly was a special one.  I am sure 
she is singing with the angels in heaven as music and 
the choir were high on her list of loves.  Thank you all 
for your kind words of remembrance, and to you, 
Chris, for making it possible for her to participate with 
the enlarged copies of music.  Sincerely and God bless 
each of you, Doris, Noah and Rachel 

Dear Church Members,  

You have been so kind and good since I fell and broke 

my hip.  Healing is a slow process but I am finally 

home to continue healing.  Thank you for your cards, 

your well wishes and your prayers.   

Love, Audrey Gerlach 

The Shirley Kinard family offers heartfelt thanks and 

blessings to St. Luke’s for pastoral care, visits, calls, 

friendships, those who attended the viewing and ser-

vice, and all those who helped with the funeral dinner. 

“Also, know that the prayer shawl that was provided 

was with her until the very end. Everyone’s love was 

there as well.”  

Love, The Kinard family 
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Outreach/Evangelism 
Community Quiet Time:  6:00—

8:00,  October 26th in the Sanctu-

ary of St. Luke’s.  Please come in 

and enjoy the quietness of our 

sanctuary to reflect and pray.  Bring your prayers 

to God and let them be heard. 

 

 

Saxony Health Center Worship Service 
October 11th at 2:00 pm 

All are welcome to come! 
 

The monthly service will be held in 
the Alzheimer's Unit of Elmcroft and 
St. Luke’s ministry groups are being 
asked to help with the service.  This 
is your chance to serve and love the 
community.  Many residents respond 

to old favorite hymns, and would welcome fellow-
ship. They would appreciate assistance turning 
pages and offering encouragement. The group 
for October 5th is Outreach and Evangelism. 
The service starts at 2 p.m. and will be 30-45 
minutes in length.  Thanks to Tom and Katie Pat-
terson for leading the August and September ser-
vices.  

Oktoberfest - October 17 

The annual dinner benefits the Educa-

tional Fund for the Steiner Children. To 

go meals will be available to take out or 

eat in  from 11 to 5:30 pm in Centennial 

Hall. 

We will need pumpkins, gourds, Indian corn, cornstalks, 

baskets, cellophane bags and donations for baskets dur-

ing a silent auction. Sign up for ticket sellers, clean-up, 

pies, decorators, servers, kitchen crew, etc. will be in the 

Narthex. Meal tickets are available. 

We also need people to help with tickets before and after 

the worship services. Items for gift baskets should be 

brought to the church by October 9th. Ideas for themed 

baskets include children’s activities, wine and cheese, 

game night, chocolate lover’s delight, coffee and tea, 

movie night, sports, camping, beach, pets, date night, 

kitchen, gardening, picnic, Italian basket, scrapbooking, 

gift certificates, etc.  Set up and Decorating is needed at 

5 pm on October 16th.  

Parade Float 

Attention all of you creative geniuses out there – and 

that’s all members of St. Luke’s! The Parade Float Minis-

try Team is seeking inspiring ideas for the church float in 

the Saxonburg Christmas parade this year! Beginning 

October 11, put your suggestions in a container in the 

North Narthex. Start thinking about how St. Luke’s can be 

a Christian witness in the community on the parade night 

of November 27. As last year, the float team will select 

three finalists, and then you can vote on the winner! 

There are many ways that you can help out even if you 

cannot make the day of the parade. Work dates will be 

announced soon. 

Some Ongoing Opportunities 

Ministry teams lead worship services on the first Sunday 

of the month at Elmcroft and on the second Sunday of 

each month at Saxony Health Center. Both services start 

at 2 pm, and run a maximum of 45 minutes in length. 

Cabot Food Bank distributions, the sewing group minis-

try, bingo calling at Saxony, Meals on Wheels, etc. Did 

you know that there is a task force devoted to domestic 

disaster relief? And St. Luke’s also has a Golden Mile-

stone Ministries team.  

November & December 

You will hear later about how to become involved with 

the Cabot Food Bank Spuds drive, Glade Run Christmas 

tree, caroling and other activities. Please contact Jean-

nine Sanford about any of these opportunities to serve 

Fall Ministry Outreach Opportunities at St. Luke’s 

Thank you to everyone who helped, set-up crew, greeters, 

floor monitors, take-down and clean up crew, and particular-

ly Betty and Chuck Learn for their vision for a successful an-

nual community event, The Centennial Hall Quilt Show.      
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Fellowship Life 

October 14, 2015—Trip to Volant. 
Meet at the church at 10:30 to car 
pool to the Iron Bridge for lunch and 
then shopping at Volant. 

November 11, 2015—Thanksgiving Lunch in Fellow-
ship Hall.  This is a catered lunch at noon on the 
11th. 

 
Come join us on Mondays for 

a new book, another Timothy 

Keller book,  The Reason for 

God—Belief in an Age of 

Skepticism*. We meet at 10:30. Come join us! 

 

 

 

The Church Library has 
moved to the sitting area in 
Fellowship Hall.  Please stop 
down to see the new arrange-
ment and check out a book ! 

 
St. Luke’s Sewing Ministry will 
work on the fleece blankets and 
LWR quilts.  We will also have 
lessons on sewing, crocheting 

and crafts.  Bring your own project and join us for fun 
and conversation.  All ages are welcome.   
Oct 1  10:30 Oct 8  6:00 
Oct 15  10:30 Oct 22  6:00 
Oct 29  10:30  
 

 

Our “Church Mouse” section is for you, about you!  Please send updates of people we 
are praying for, good news about you and/or your family, change of address and phone 
number, and student achievements.  You can also use this space to find some help 
around the house or sell something you no longer need. Please e-mail the church office: 
stlukechurch@consolidated.net for the November Angel by Monday, October 26. 

 Frank Burk has a set of bunk beds for sale for $150 and an electric stove for sale.  
Please contact Frank if you are interested at 724-898-2189. 

 There are four items in the choir room available for free: a spinet piano that cannot be tuned, a copier 
good for parts only, a cover for a piano and an electric typewriter.  Let Chris know if you are interested. 
Also, there are some red pew pads left from the old pew pads.  Call the office if you would like these. 

 Francine Messmer needs help installing a ceiling fan in her home.  Please call her at 724-355-1589 if 
you can help. 

Fit For Faith, Fit For Life 
Join us for faith, fun and fellowship as we workout to Cize. 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday and Thursday 

7 pm to 8 pm in Centennial Hall 

Starts October 6, 2015 

$3 suggested donation, includes child care 
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Memorials 
In Memory of Jan Kaltenhauser (March 27, 2015)  

John Roebling Historical Society 

In Memory of Deborah Steiner (August 6, 2015) 

Bob and Donna Shipe 

Lillian Bachman 

Ellen Dodge 

Judy Franke 

Glenn and Michelle Farrell 

Donald and Virginia Shirey 

Buffalo Presbyterian Church 

Jim and Ronna Drennen 

Bonnie Ekas 

Ken and Chris Elliot 

Audley Freehling 

Janet Shannon 

Jeff and Jenny Hartzell 

Nancy and James Pauli 

Mary Jo Burd 

Clair Dreher 

Janis Benson 

Gordon and Kathleen Walters 

Deb Roberts 

Keith and Sue Thrower 

Glenn and Darley Vaughan 

Lisa Oldach 

Ralph Storm 

Eleanor Hanna 

Marge Reuning 

Kathy and Dave McRandal 

Silva Sikora 

Earl and Kristen Mowery 

George and Ruthann Stiner 

Clarence and Gail Anderson 

Ed and Catherine Boyd 

Drenda Gostkowski 

Kathy and John Best Allen 

Dave and Joyce McConahy 

Wednesday Charity Quilt Group 

Ken and Donna Tasker 

Larry and Carolyn Szebalskie 

Liz and Bill Gordon 

Richard and Susie Beatty 

James and Erin Sloane 

Judy Moser 

Jim and Helen McLafferty 

Richard and Linda Gold 

Suzanne Boyer 

Barb and Ray McDonald 

Mike and Beth Zellhart 

Marlene and Albert Lacanic 

Ken and Rachel Meissner 

Christine and James Peroz 

Pat and Jay Rinebolt 

Larry and Rose Martin 

Mike and Kris Crouch 

Sanford and Renee Crossman 

Stefanie and David Fennell 

Karen Krenitsky 

Leila Dwarka 

Esther and Thomas Hamilton 

Gina and Eulogio Britez 
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ATTENTION MARRIED COUPLES:   

The last 2015 Pennsylvania Weekend is: 

October 16-18, 2015 in Lancaster, PA, at the all newly-renovated Heritage Hotel 
Lancaster, home of the unique tree-house-inspired restaurant, “Loxley’s.” 

Registrations are limited, so act today to ensure that you can attend the Weekend of 
your choice.  To sign up online, go to: www.GodLovesMarriage.org and pay the $45 fee using your credit 
card, or mark the option to mail in a check.   For questions, or if you would like a brochure mailed to you, 
contact Pennsylvania Directors of Lutheran Marriage Encounter, Fred & Julie Schamber, at  

724-325-3166 or email: fjschamber@comcast.net.   

NALC Events: 

Mid– Northeast Mission District Meeting October 24th  Sewickley, PA 

NALC Mission Festival   November 5-7 Upper Arlington, Hilliard, OH 

 

Prayers of NALC Churches. Please add these to your prayers. 

October 4 St. Mark’s Lutheran Church Adrian, PA Rev. Arlyn H. Eisenbrandt 

October 11 St. Mark’s Lutheran Church Arona, PA Rev. Sam Scheiderer 

October 18 St. Mark’s Lutheran Church Butler, PA  Rev. Alden W. Towberman 

October 25 St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Latrobe, PA Rev. Mark A. Werner 

My name is Matthew Vatalare and I am a student at the North American Lutheran 

Seminary at Trinity School for Ministry.  I am in my second year of seminary and 

have been assigned to St Luke’s Lutheran Church for field work for this year.  

Currently, I am living in Ambridge, PA but I am from Charleston, WV.  Before 

my studies at seminary, I went to college at Capital University in Columbus, 

Ohio, where I earned my Bachelor’s in Adolescent Young Adult Education Inte-

grated Science. This basically means I am licensed in the state of Ohio to teach any science 

taught in 7th through 12th grade.  During my time at Capital, I was a Resident Assistant for 

three years.  In my free time I enjoy volunteering with the Boy Scouts of America where I have 

achieved the rank of Eagle Scout and the Vigil Honor in the Order of the Arrow.  Most sum-

mers I teach a leadership training course for the Boy Scouts called the National Youth Leader-

ship Training.  At Trinity School for Ministry, I am the Head Sacristan for this school year and a 

member of the flag football team, which competes at Lutheran Theological Seminary in Get-

tysburg on October 31st.  I am very excited to be able to work with you this school year and 

am sure we can learn a lot from each other.  - Matthew Vatalare 

Welcome Student Pastor to St. Luke’s 
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310 MAIN ST. 
P O BOX 187 
SAXONBURG, PA 16056 

Phone:724-352-2333 

Fax:724-352-2366 

email:stlukechurch@consolidated.net 

Www.stlks.com 
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