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Sunday, November 8, 2020 
8:15 and 10:45 am  
23rd Sunday after Pentecost 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 
PRELUDE My Country, ‘Tis of Thee 

  Larson, from Thesaurus Musicus, 1744 

 
(When the music of the prelude begins, please lower your voice; but, 

after worship raise your voice with joy!) 

 
LITANY 
On this day, we remember those who have served in our 
armed forces. 
 

P: Prince of Peace, even as we pray for an end to war. 
C: We give thanks for our soldiers’ courage, for their 

love of country, and for their work to bring peace 
to our world. 

 
P: Healer of All, bind up the wounds of all who have served 
C: Show us how to comfort those who are hurting. 

 
P: Merciful God, all suffer the cost of war. 

C: We remember widows and widowers, orphans, 
and all those separated from those they love. 

 

P: We pray, gracious God, that swords will be turned into 
plowshares and that peace will reign. 

C: We give thanks for all who have served. Shield 
from danger those who bravely protect us. With 
them, may we glory not in war, but in your love 

and righteousness. Strengthen us to be your 
peacemakers in the world. Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG   

 
 

 

GREETING 
 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: Let us pray.    

C: O God of justice and love, you illumine our way 

through life with the words of your Son. Give us 

the light we need, and awaken us to the needs 
of others, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord.  Amen. 
 

FIRST READING:    Amos 5: 18-24  
L:  The first reading is from the book of Amos, the 5th chapter. 

18 Woe to you who long 

    for the day of the LORD! 
Why do you long for the day of the LORD? 

    That day will be darkness, not light. 
19 It will be as though a man fled from a lion 

    only to meet a bear, 
as though he entered his house 

    and rested his hand on the wall 
    only to have a snake bite him. 
20 Will not the day of the LORD be darkness, not light— 
    pitch-dark, without a ray of brightness? 
21 “I hate, I despise your religious festivals; 

    your assemblies are a stench to me. 
22 Even though you bring me burnt offerings and grain 

offerings, 
    I will not accept them. 

Though you bring choice fellowship offerings, 
    I will have no regard for them. 
23 Away with the noise of your songs! 
    I will not listen to the music of your harps. 
24 But let justice roll on like a river, 
    righteousness like a never-failing stream! 

 
L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 70 

L:  Please let us read responsively Psalm 70. 
 

1 Hasten, O God, to save me; 
    come quickly, LORD, to help me. 

2 May those who want to take my life 
    be put to shame and confusion; 

may all who desire my ruin 
    be turned back in disgrace. 

3 May those who say to me, “Aha! Aha!” 
    turn back because of their shame. 

4 But may all who seek you 
    rejoice and be glad in you; 

may those who long for your saving help always 
say, 

    “The LORD is great!” 

5 But as for me, I am poor and needy; 
    come quickly to me, O God. 

You are my help and my deliverer; 
    LORD, do not delay. 

 
SECOND READING:  1 Thessalonians 4: 13-18  

L:  The second reading is from First Thessalonians, the 4th 
chapter. 

13 Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be 
uninformed about those who sleep in death, so that you 

do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no 
hope. 14 For we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 

and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those 
who have fallen asleep in him. 15 According to the Lord’s 

word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left 

until the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede 
those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will 
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come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the 

voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, 
and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 After that, we who 

are still alive and are left will be caught up together with 
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we 

will be with the Lord forever. 18 Therefore encourage one 
another with these words. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 

 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC  O Beautiful For Spacious Skies    
(10:45 am only)   - Ward and Bates 

    Rachel Steiner, soprano 
 

 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL:   Matthew 25: 1-13  

L:    The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew,  
the 25th chapter. 

C:   Glory to you, O Lord. 

1“At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins 
who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. 
2 Five of them were foolish and five were wise. 3 The foolish 
ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them. 
4 The wise ones, however, took oil in jars along with their 

lamps. 5 The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and 
they all became drowsy and fell asleep. 
6 “At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! 
Come out to meet him!’ 
7 “Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. 
8 The foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your 

oil; our lamps are going out.’ 
9 “‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us 

and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for 
yourselves.’ 
10 “But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the 
bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were ready went in 

with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut. 
11 “Later the others also came. ‘Lord, Lord,’ they said, ‘open 

the door for us!’ 
12 “But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I don’t know you.’ 
13 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day 

or the hour. 

L: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 

SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
 and born of the Virgin Mary. 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried.  

 He descended into hell. 
 On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven,  
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

 the holy catholic Church,  
 the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body,  

 and the life everlasting. Amen.   
 

 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
L: Lord in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray. 

 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

 
BLESSING 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG  
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DISMISSAL 
L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE Blessed Assurance – Knapp/Page 
 

 

 
PREPARING FOR NEXT WEEK 

Twenty-fourth S. a. Pentecost 

Zeph. 1:7–16, Psalm 90:1–12, 1 Thess. 5:1–11, Matt. 25:14–30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The altar flowers this morning are given 
to the Glory of God and in memory of 

Paul Kollinger Jr. and all veterans  
by Marge Kollinger. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS MORNING’S WORSHIP MINISTRY TEAM INCLUDES: 

 8:15 Service 10:45 Service 

LECTOR Beth Zellhart Sonya Winters 

GREETER Marge Kollinger Lisa Brunner 

OFFERING COUNTERS Donna Shipe and Dave Fugate 
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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Cabot Food Bank Holiday Drive 
Our Super Spud heroes will be taking the year off, but  

St. Luke’s support of the Cabot Food Bank will not!!   

Today, there is a special collection for you to help make 

Thanksgiving dinner brighter for area families served by 

Cabot Food Bank.  Contributions will be used to provide 

fresh potatoes and Christmas fruit baskets.  So far we 

have collected half of our $1,000 goal.  If donating by check, please 

designate the check with Food Bank and/or Holiday Drive. 

 

 

We Filled the Tree!! 
NALC Disaster Response 

 

Thank you to all who participated in the NALC Disaster Response Fill 

the Tree campaign.  A total of $525.00 in gift cards was delivered to 

the NALC Mid-Northeast Mission District Convocation.  Your generous 

donations will help spread God’s love during the greatest time of 

need. 

 
 

Altar Flowers  
Thank you to everyone who donated altar flowers in October and the 

first part of November.  The flowers have beautified our worship 

space and reminded us of our human frailty and our joy in Christ. 

 

The following dates are available in November and December.   

Nov. 22 Dec. 6 

Nov. 29 Dec. 20 

 

If you would like to sponsor flowers, the cost is $25.00.  
 

Please contact the church office (724-352-2333 or 

stlukessaxonburg@gmail.com) with your selected date and 

dedication.  Flower donations can be placed in the offering 

plate (labeled as such) or sent via mail to the office; PO Box 

187, Saxonburg 16056. 
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The office will be closed on  
Wednesday, November 11th.   
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Mackenzie Virgil  08-Nov 

Lillian Bachman  11-Nov 
Noah Kollinger  11-Nov 

Andy Olczak  13-Nov 
Donna Shipe  14-Nov 

 
Steve and Lynn Pickard 

November 10 
 

 

 

 
College Care Packages are being planned again this holiday 
season!  If you would like to help offset the cost, please put 

your donation in an envelope marked “College Care Packages” 
or mark your check memo “College Care Packages” and place 

it into the offering plate. 
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CHURCH STAFF 

 
Rev. Brian Shirey, 

Interim 

Office 

Cell 

724-352-2333 

412-916-0122 

Jeannine Sanford, 

AiM 

Assoc. Min. of Pastoral 

Care & Visitation 

724-594-5533 

Shannon Miller Office Manager 724-352-2333 

Holly Puett Director of Music 724-352-2333 

Cortney Christoforetti Organist 724-352-2333 

Ellen Dodge Assistant Organist 724-352-2333 

Marge Kollinger Parish Coordinator  724-352-2333 

Linda Heade Centennial Hall Sexton 724-352-3413 

Bobbie Shearer Church Sexton 724-352-0148 

Judy Gundlach Prayer Chain 724-352-3543 

 
 

 

 

St. Luke’s Worship services are 

now available on YouTube and 
will be livestreamed every 

Sunday at 10:45 am. 
 

Subscribe to St. Luke’s YouTube 
Channel or go to stlks.com and 

click on the livestream icon.  
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OUR JOYS, PRAYERS, CARES AND CONCERNS 

Praise and Thanksgiving: for answered prayers for Pearl Parnell’s 

103rd birthday, for Michael and Erica Gallagher’s wedding, for St. Luke’s 

staff, leadership, and our volunteers who continue our ministries in spite 

of circumstances, for our new live-streaming worship 

Healing, Cares & Concerns:  
Paul Brewer (cancer),  
Jackie (vision),  
Jennifer (chemo), 
Roger Laughner, 

Beryl Mottern (chemo), 
John (chemo), 
John Swalanzer (COVID-19) 

Carol (cancer, mental issues), 
Christie (cancer), 
Jimmy Mullen (leukemia & lymphoma), 
Barb Reuning (recovery), 

Velma Boltz (recovery),  
Kathy McRandal (treatment, restored 
health), 
David Whitlinger (cancer), 
Terry Collins (COPD, heart), 
Bob King, 
Libby Satterfield (breast cancer 

surgery), 

Aileen Mansfield (rare breast cancer), 
Bill Wetzel (heart), 
Bobbie Jo Shearer, (aortic aneurysm), 
Jackie Leslie (brain surgery, heart attack), 
Mark Kollinger (tests for back) 

Maureen Pfeiffer, 
Ted Neill (hospital, COPD, organs), 
Chellie Amadee (hip recovery), 
Don Graff (hip surgery recovery), 

Phillip (Ruth Markwell’s nephew, 
stomach cancer), 
Don Kramer (needs kidney 

transplant), 
Megan (recovery), 
Nancy Critchlow, 
Kathy (back), 

Lisa Ryder’s daughter, 
Harold Shipe (fall/hospital), 
Bud Williams (hospital), 
Amber Blystone (hospitalized), 
Gordon Muntz,  
Gary Saluskey (hospital), 
Ken Schugardt (hospital/leg infection), 

Cindy Horvath (COVID-19), 

Chris Arthurs (foot surgery, cast), 
John Daum (chemo), 
Lucille Venesky, 
Connie Morrow (COVID-19) 
 Jim Menkhus (Parkinson's) 

 

For our members, families and caretakers to remain connected to the 

church and each other; for first responders, and medical personnel to 

remain healthy; for the unemployed and underemployed; for Christians 

to repent and earnestly seek God’s healing for our land, for Christian 

leadership in government, for those who don’t yet believe. 

Weekly Schools:  All students, teachers, school & bus personnel 

especially Freeport Area & BC3  

Bereaved: Family & Friends Robert Kotchey, Karen Watson, Shawn Kelly,  

Marjorie Hankey Kingan 

Weekly NALC Church Nile Lutheran, Rochester NY Rev. Ntaonbaye 

Nestory and St. Luke’s pastoral search  

Monthly Mission:  Salvation Army, Saxonburg Unit 


