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St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church  

310 West Main Street  

Saxonburg, PA  

724-352-2333 

Sunday, November 12, 2017  

23rd Sunday after Pentecost 
 

PRELUDE  Reflections (In Joy I Come to Greet My Lord)  

-- Frederic Chopin, Arr. Todd Kendall 

 

(When the music of the prelude begins, please lower your voice; 

but, after worship raise your voice with joy!) 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

Leader:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

Congregation: Amen. 

 

L: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires 

known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of 

our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 

L: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 

truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful 

and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

Please kneel for silent reflection and self-examination. 
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L: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 

glory of your holy name. Amen 

 

L: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die 

for you, and for his sake God forgives you all your sins. To those 

who believe in Jesus Christ he gives the power to become the 

children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 

GATHERING SONG   Blessed Assurance (ELW 638) 

 

GREETING 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: Let us pray.  

C: O God of justice and love, you illumine our way 

through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we 

need, and awaken us to the needs of others, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
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FIRST READING: Amos 5: 18-24 

L: A reading from chapter five of the book of Amos. 

 

 18Alas for you who desire the day of the LORD! 

  Why do you want the day of the LORD? 

 It is darkness, not light; 

  19as if someone fled from a lion, 

  and was met by a bear; 

 or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall, 

  and was bitten by a snake. 

 20Is not the day of the LORD darkness, not light, 

  and gloom with no brightness in it? 

 

 21I hate, I despise your festivals, 

  and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 

 22Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain 

offerings, 

  I will not accept them; 

 and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals 

  I will not look upon. 

 23Take away from me the noise of your songs; 

  I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 

 24But let justice roll down like waters, 

  and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 

 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 70 

 1Be pleased, O God, to de- | liver me; 

  O LORD, make | haste to help me. 

 2Let those who seek my life be put to shame | and 

confounded; 

  let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back 

and | be disgraced.  

 3Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat | over me 

  turn back because | of their shame. 

 4Let all who seek you rejoice and be | glad in you; 
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  let those who love your salvation say forever, “Great | is 

the LORD!” 

 5But as for me, I am poor and needy; come to me quick- | ly, O 

God. 

  You are my helper and my deliverer; O LORD, | do not tarry.  

 

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 4: 13-18 

L; A reading from chapter four of First Thessalonians. 

 
13We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about 

those who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who 

have no hope. 14For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 

even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have 

died. 15For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we 

who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no 

means precede those who have died. 16For the Lord himself, with a 

cry of command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of 

God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ 

will rise first. 17Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught 

up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and 

so we will be with the Lord forever. 18Therefore encourage one 

another with these words. 

 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
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GOSPEL: Matthew 25: 1-13 

L: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, chapter 25. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Then the kingdom of heaven will be 

like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the 

bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3When 

the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; 4but the 

wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5As the bridegroom was 

delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. 6But at midnight 

there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to 

meet him.’ 7Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their 

lamps. 8The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for 

our lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not 

be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and 

buy some for yourselves.’ 10And while they went to buy it, the 

bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into 

the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. 11Later the other 

bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12But he 

replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ 13Keep awake 

therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” 

 

L: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 

Soul Adorn Yourself with Gladness (ELW 488) 

 

CREED 

 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 
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God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and 

the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY 

8:15 One Lord, One Faith, One Birth -- Douglas E. Wagner 

10:45 Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning --Glenda Franklin 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

L: Let us pray. 

C: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through 

your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: ourselves, 

our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have 

gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one 

who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

L:  Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

L: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

C: Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG          Rejoice, Rejoice Believers (ELW 244) 
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DISMISSAL 

L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE Majestic Voluntary in C -- Michael Canales 

 

PREPARING FOR NEXT WEEK 

(Zephaniah 1: 7-16, Psalm 90: 1-12, 1 Thessalonians 5: 1-11, 

Matthew 25: 14-30) 

WELCOME! 

Please complete the pew card before you leave worship this day. 

Pastor Keller would be happy to visit with you at the time and 

place of your choosing to answer questions about membership. 

Simply call the church office at 724-352-2333 to make an 

appointment. 
 

 THIS MORNING’S WORSHIP MINISTRY TEAM INCLUDES: 
 8:15 Service 10:45 Service 

ACOLYTES Megan Edder and 

Jinelle Yohe 

Molly Begeman and 

Evan Weston 

ALTAR GUILD   

ASSISTING 

MINISTER 

Jeff Markwell Beth Zellhart 

GREETERS Jennifer Gundlach 

and Wendy 

Mendenhall 

Dick and Sue Smith 

USHERS Dave and Judy 

Gundlach 

John and Kelly Weston 

OFFERING 

COUNTERS 

Jackie Bice and Bob Bicker 

 
Attendance on Sunday, November 5, 2017 
8:15          40 St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 

9:30    9 310 West Main Street 

10:45   73 Saxonburg, PA 16056  

Nursery        2 724-352-2333 

Total   124 stlukechurch@consolidated.net 

  

 

mailto:stlukechurch@consolidated.net
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The five bridesmaids who were ready had lamps filled 

with oil. Find them and color their lamps.  
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CHURCH STAFF 

Reverend Roger G. Keller Pastor 724-352-2333 

Pastor Keller’s Cell 724-713-0549 

Pastor Keller’s Home   724-360-2786 

Jeannine Sanford, AiM Assoc. Min. of 

Pastoral Care & 

Visitation 

724-594-5533 

Chris Savannah Director of Music 

Ministry 

Office Manager 

724-282-8044 

724-352-2333 

Cortney Christoforetti Organist 724-352-2333 

Ellen Dodge Assistant Organist  

Marge Kollinger Parish Coordinator  724-352-2333 

Linda Heade Centennial Hall 

Sexton 

724-352-3413 

Bobbie Shearer Church Sexton 724-352-0148 

Kristen Begeman Nursery 724-352-2333 

Judy Gundlach Prayer Chain 724-352-3543 
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