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Sunday, May 9, 2021 
8:15 and 10:45 am  
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

 

PRELUDE Claire de Lune/Blessed Assurance  
-- Kendall Lord, Quoting Claire de Lune by Claude 

Debussy and Assurance by Phoebe Palmer Knapp 

 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Leader: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation: Amen. 
 

L:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all 
desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 
L:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 

and the truth is not in us.  But if we confess our 
sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
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L:  Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are in bondage to sin and 
cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 

you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in your will and 
walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 

name.  Amen. 

L: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was 

given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us 
all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of 

the church of Christ and by his authority, I 

therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of 
all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG 
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GREETING 
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 

the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: Let us pray.    
C: O God, you have prepared for those who love 

you joys beyond understanding. Pour into our 
hearts such love for you that, loving you above 

all things, we may obtain your promises, which 
exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, 

your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  Amen. 
 

FIRST READING:    Acts 10: 34-48 

L:  The first reading is from the book of Acts, the 10th 
chapter. 

34 Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is 
that God does not show favoritism 35 but accepts from every 

nation the one who fears him and does what is right. 36 You 
know the message God sent to the people of Israel, 

announcing the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, 
who is Lord of all. 37 You know what has happened 

throughout the province of Judea, beginning in Galilee after 
the baptism that John preached— 38 how God anointed 

Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how 
he went around doing good and healing all who were under 

the power of the devil, because God was with him. 

39 “We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of 
the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him 

on a cross, 40 but God raised him from the dead on the third 
day and caused him to be seen. 41 He was not seen by all 
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the people, but by witnesses whom God had already 
chosen—by us who ate and drank with him after he rose 

from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people 
and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as 

judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify 
about him that everyone who believes in him receives 

forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit 

came on all who heard the message. 45 The circumcised 
believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the 

gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on Gentiles. 
46 For they heard them speaking in tongues and praising 

God. 

Then Peter said, 47 “Surely no one can stand in the way of 

their being baptized with water. They have received the 
Holy Spirit just as we have.” 48 So he ordered that they be 

baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked Peter 
to stay with them for a few days. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 98 
L:  Please let us read responsively Psalm 98. 
 

1 Sing to the LORD a new song, 

    for he has done marvelous things; 
his right hand and his holy arm 

    have worked salvation for him. 

2 The LORD has made his salvation known 

    and revealed his righteousness to the nations. 

3 He has remembered his love 

    and his faithfulness to Israel; 
all the ends of the earth have seen 
    the salvation of our God. 
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4 Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth, 
    burst into jubilant song with music; 

5 make music to the LORD with the harp, 
    with the harp and the sound of singing, 

6 with trumpets and the blast of the ram’s horn— 
    shout for joy before the LORD, the King. 

7 Let the sea resound, and everything in it, 
    the world, and all who live in it. 

8 Let the rivers clap their hands, 
    let the mountains sing together for joy; 

9 let them sing before the LORD, 
    for he comes to judge the earth. 

He will judge the world in righteousness 
    and the peoples with equity. 
 

SECOND READING:  1 John 5: 1-8 
L:  The second reading is from First John, the 5th chapter. 

1 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of 
God, and everyone who loves the father loves his child as 

well. 2 This is how we know that we love the children of 
God: by loving God and carrying out his commands. 3 In 
fact, this is love for God: to keep his commands. And his 

commands are not burdensome, 4 for everyone born of God 
overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome 

the world, even our faith. 5 Who is it that overcomes the 
world? Only the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of 

God. 
6 This is the one who came by water and blood—Jesus 

Christ. He did not come by water only, but by water and 
blood. And it is the Spirit who testifies, because the Spirit is 

the truth. 7 For there are three that testify: 8 the Spirit, the 
water and the blood; and the three are in agreement.  

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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SPECIAL MUSIC  Mary and Martha – Puett 

(8:15am only)   Dave Fugate, guitar 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

GOSPEL:   John 15: 9-17  
L:    The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the 15th chapter. 

C:   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now 
remain in my love. 10 If you keep my commands, you will 
remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands 

and remain in his love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy 
may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 12 My 

command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 
13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for 
one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command. 
15 I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not 
know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, 

for everything that I learned from my Father I have made 
known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and 
appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that 

will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father 
will give you. 17 This is my command: Love each other. 

L: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON 

 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY  
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
 and born of the Virgin Mary. 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried.  

 He descended into hell. 
 On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven,  
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the  
 dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

 the holy catholic Church,  
 the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body,  

 and the life everlasting. Amen.   
 

 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
L: Lord in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

P:  Lord remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us  
to pray. 

 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

 
BLESSING 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen.  
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SENDING SONG (vs 1-4)
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DISMISSAL 
L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE Sing for Joy! -- Lani Smith 

 
PREPARING FOR NEXT WEEK 

Seventh Sunday of Easter  

Acts 1:12-26 Psalm 1 1 John 5:9-15 John 17:11b-19  

 
 

THIS MORNING’S WORSHIP MINISTRY TEAM INCLUDES: 

 8:15 10:45 

LECTOR Carl Smith  Rachel Steiner 

GREETER Audrey Lott  Lil Bachman  

OFFERING COUNTERS Jeff Hartzell and Bill Gordon 
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

 
 

 
The altar flowers this morning are given to  

the glory of God and in loving memory of  
Gary Bachman by Lillian Bachman. 
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Violet Wetzel  9-May 

Amy Montag-Smith 9-May 

Cynthia Hay 13-May 

Ed Boyd 13-May 
 

 
Jim and Helen McLafferty 

May 14th 

 

 
Violet Wetzel turns 90 years young today!!   

Cards can be sent to: 

 

Violet Wetzel 

156 East Water Street 

Saxonburg PA 16056 

 
 

 

 

Thank you, Lord, that you fill a mother’s heart with love, 

Thank you for guiding them to be all that God has created them to be. 

Fill every mother with love, wisdom and endurance, with strength  

and patience and joy. 

Give them ability to forgive again and again. 

Enable her to rely on You and call upon You, because You will give  

her all she needs. 
In Your precious and all powerful name, Amen 

St. Luke’s invites all mothers to take a carnation 

from the table outside the hall.  
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Dear Sisters and Brothers in the St. Luke’s community, 

As summer rapidly approaches we have reason for optimism.  

There is reason to believe that we see the light at the end of the long 

dark tunnel that has been the COVID-19 pandemic.  But unlike the 

tunnels that I drive through all the time here in Pittsburgh, we are not 

going to burst out into the sunlight suddenly and completely.  We have 

some gray and shadowy times ahead.  The patience and endurance 

you have shown over the last year and a half will still be needed even 

as we take desirable next steps. 

Our recent survey about returning to worship in the sanctuary 

contained much helpful information and I am grateful to all who 

participated in it.  It has shown that the majority of us (represented 

by the respondents) think it best to return to worship in the sanctuary.  

Beginning on May 16, 2021, both of our Sunday morning services will 

move back.  Every other pew will be left empty until a later time and 

our goal will be three-foot social distancing.  We will continue to use 

the simpler form of worship that we now use (including communion in 

the seats), growing into fuller liturgical practice throughout the 

summer.  We are checking into CDC guidance concerning the wearing 

of masks so don’t throw yours away yet.  Until we hear otherwise, we 

will continue this practice. 

It will feel good to get back into the sanctuary.  Maybe the 

sermons will even get better!  But remember that our calling isn’t to 

get back—it is to go forward.  Let’s not concern ourselves with being 

the St. Luke’s we once were.  Let’s concern ourselves with being the 

St. Luke’s that our Lord wants us to be.  Keep in mind that just over 

the horizon is a new pastorate bringing lots of new possibilities.  

Moving back into the sanctuary is 

not the end.  It is only a part of 

great new beginning.  Let’s do it 

with grace, patience and a whole 

lot of faith. 

 

Together with you in Christ, 

Pastor Shirey   
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OUR JOYS, PRAYERS, CARES AND CONCERNS 
 

Praise and Thanksgiving for hearing our prayers and answering 

them; for Pastor Shirey & Pastor Neal who continue to answer the 

call to serve, even in retirement; for mothers, especially those who 

instill Christian faith in their children. 
 

Healing, Cares & Concerns:  

Jennifer (advanced cancer), 

Cody Johnston (metastasized cancer), 

Roger Walker (chemo, lymphoma) Wendy Mendenhall's dad,  

Joshua Harper (brain aneurysm),  

Sonya Winters (chemo, breast cancer), 

Nancy Stanley (fall, broken leg & wrist), 

Jean Brackett (Ronna Drennen’s mom), 

Carol Neubert (health issues), 

Patty (cancer), 

Nancy Keener (COVID), 

Marcey Shipe (cancer returned, chemo), 

Justin Kovach (burn unit), 

Rudy Haponski (COVID), 

Jim Humes (cancer), 

Rochelle Harbison (cancer), 

Ann (stage 4 stomach cancer, surgery), 

Mary Deems (stage 1 cancer), 

Tracy Ty (Mary’s sister, heart attack), 

Velma Boltz (possible mini stroke/tests), 

Mary Elder (Lund), 

Karen (health issues), 

Clara Pitschke (critically ill), 

Jim (undiagnosed wrist pain, swelling), 

Bill Oehlschlager (Uganda, Rwanda mission May 5-24), 

Jeannine (tests), 

Dorothy Robertson (tumor grown to organs) 
 

Weekly Schools: West Deer Area and Westminster College 
 

Weekly NALC Church: Nile Lutheran, Rochester, NY Rev. 

Ntaonbaye Nestory; St. Luke’s ministry, and our call committee 

members as they prayerfully seek God’s choice for a new pastor. 
 

Bereaved:  Families of Leroy Renfrew, John Timothy McMillin,  

Ben Cypher 
 

Monthly Mission:  NALC Mid NE Mission District (local) 


