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Sunday, May 2, 2021 
8:15 and 10:45 am - Communion 
Fifth Sunday in Easter 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

 

PRELUDE  Morning Has Broken  
– Irish Folk Melody/Turner 

 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Leader: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation: Amen. 
 

L:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all 
desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 
L:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 

and the truth is not in us.  But if we confess our 
sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
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L:  Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are in bondage to sin and 
cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 

you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in your will and 
walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 

name.  Amen. 
 

L: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was 
given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us 

all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of 

the church of Christ and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of 

all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG  
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GREETING 
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 

the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: Let us pray.    
O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from 

whom we cannot live. Nourish our life in his 
resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and 

know the fullness of your joy, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

 
 

FIRST READING:    Acts 8: 26-40 
L: The first reading is from book of Acts, the 8th 

chapter. 
 

26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to 

the road—the desert road—that goes down from 
Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27 So he started out, and on his way 

he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in 
charge of all the treasury of the Kandake (which means 

“queen of the Ethiopians”). This man had gone to 
Jerusalem to worship, 28 and on his way home was sitting 

in his chariot reading the Book of Isaiah the prophet. 
29 The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near 

it.” 

30 Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man 

reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do you understand what you 

are reading?” Philip asked. 

31 “How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to 

me?” So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 
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32 This is the passage of Scripture the eunuch was 

reading: 

“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, 

    and as a lamb before its shearer is silent, 
    so he did not open his mouth. 
33 In his humiliation he was deprived of justice. 
    Who can speak of his descendants? 

    For his life was taken from the earth.” 

34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the 
prophet talking about, himself or someone else?” 35 Then 

Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told 

him the good news about Jesus. 

36 As they traveled along the road, they came to some 
water and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water. What 

can stand in the way of my being baptized?”  38 And he 
gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the 

eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized 
him. 39 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of 

the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did 
not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing. 
40 Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and traveled 

about, preaching the gospel in all the towns until he 
reached Caesarea. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 150 

L: Please let us read responsively Psalm 150. 
 

1 Praise the LORD. 

Praise God in his sanctuary; 

    praise him in his mighty heavens. 

2 Praise him for his acts of power; 

    praise him for his surpassing greatness. 

3 Praise him with the sounding of the trumpet, 

    praise him with the harp and lyre, 

4 praise him with timbrel and dancing, 

    praise him with the strings and pipe, 

5 praise him with the clash of cymbals, 

    praise him with resounding cymbals. 

6 Let everything that has breath praise the LORD. 

Praise the LORD. 

 

SECOND READING:  1 John 4: 1-21 
L: The second reading is from First John, the 4th chapter. 

1 Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the 
spirits to see whether they are from God, because many 

false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 This is how 
you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that 
acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is 

from God, 3 but every spirit that does not acknowledge 
Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, 

which you have heard is coming and even now is already in 
the world. 

4 You, dear children, are from God and have overcome 

them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one 
who is in the world. 5 They are from the world and therefore 

speak from the viewpoint of the world, and the world listens 
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to them. 6 We are from God, and whoever knows God 
listens to us; but whoever is not from God does not listen to 

us. This is how we recognize the Spirit of truth and the 
spirit of falsehood. 

7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from 
God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows 

God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because 
God is love. 9 This is how God showed his love among us: 

He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might 
live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but 

that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for 
our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also 

ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; 
but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is 

made complete in us. 

13 This is how we know that we live in him and he in us: He 

has given us of his Spirit. 14 And we have seen and testify 
that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the 
world. 15 If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of 

God, God lives in them and they in God. 16 And so we know 
and rely on the love God has for us. 

God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in 
them. 17 This is how love is made complete among us so 

that we will have confidence on the day of judgment: In this 
world we are like Jesus. 18 There is no fear in love. But 

perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with 
punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love. 

19 We love because he first loved us. 20 Whoever claims to 
love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For whoever 

does not love their brother and sister, whom they have 
seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen. 21 And he 

has given us this command: Anyone who loves God must 
also love their brother and sister. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 

GOSPEL:   John 15: 1-8 
L: The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the 15th chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He 
cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every 

branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even 
more fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I 

have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, as I also remain in you. 
No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. 
Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 

5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me 
and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you 

can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me, you are like a 
branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are 

picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain 
in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, 

and it will be done for you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, 
that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my 

disciples. 

L: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON 

 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY  

 
 

NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 
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he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and 
the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

L: Lord in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 

 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

L: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

L: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at 
all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, 

almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection 
of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who 

gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has 
destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal 

life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the 
witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all 

their creatures, and with angels and archangels, 
cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn: 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray. 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
L: Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

C: Amen 
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COMMUNION 

 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
L:   Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have 
refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of 
life.  In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, 

in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one 
another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

BLESSING 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG  
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DISMISSAL 

L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 

 
POSTLUDE  Fairest Lord Jesus  

– Silesian Folk Melody/Schram 

 
 

 
PREPARING FOR NEXT WEEK 

Sixth Sunday of Easter  

Acts 10:34-48, Psalm 98, 1 John 5:1-8, John 15:9-17 
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THIS MORNING’S WORSHIP MINISTRY TEAM INCLUDES: 

 8:15 Service 10:45 Service 

LECTOR Cathy Boyd  Kelly Weston 

GREETER Jennifer Gundlach  Lil Bachman 

OFFERING COUNTERS Kathy McRandal and Lil Bachman 
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

 
 

May 04 David Hay 
May 04 Shirley Kobert  

May 06 John Steedle  
May 06 Amy Steedle  
May 07 Adelynn Miller  

 
 
 

2021 Altar Flowers 
 

As we continue to worship in Centennial Hall, we will 

have one bouquet of fresh flowers placed on the 

altar each Sunday at a cost is $25.00. 

Once we move back to the sanctuary we will 

resume having 2 bouquets at a cost of $40.00. 

To reserve a Sunday sign up on stlks.com or on the 

2021 Flower Chart on the table in the entry.   

When signing up online, please select a date and 

complete the dedication section at the bottom 

of the page as you would like to see it appear in the bulletin. 

Flower donations can be placed in the offering plate (labeled as such) 

or sent via mail to the office; PO Box 187, Saxonburg 16056. 
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Return to the Sanctuary Survey 
 

Church Council is conducting a “return to the church 

sanctuary” survey.  Surveys can be found: 

 

 At worship on Sunday 

 On stlks.com (submit either online or print and 

send to the church) 

 Call the church office (724-352-2333) to have one 

sent directly to you 

Deadline for survey submittal is tomorrow, May 3, 2021.  Your 

responses to the survey are confidential and will not be shared with 

your name attached.  

 

Surveys can be submitted at worship, dropped off at the  

office or in the drop box outside Centennial Hall, emailed 

(stlukessaxonburg@gmail.com) or mailed (PO Box 187  

Saxonburg PA 16056). 

 

The May edition of The Angel newsletter is 

available on St. Luke’s website (stlks.com).  

Hardcopies are located on the table outside the 

hall.  Please pick one up.  Newsletters are still 

mailed to our homebound and those who have requested a copy.  If 

you or someone you know would like to receive a copy in the mail or 

if you would like removed from the mailing list, please let the office 

know.  Deadline for article submission for the June edition is May 

17th. 

 

College Care Packages are being planned for 

the end of the spring semester!  If you would 

like to help offset the cost, please place your 

donation in an envelope marked “College Care 

Packages” or mark your check memo “College 

Care Packages” and place it into the offering 

plate.  Donations may also be sent to the 

office. 
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OUR JOYS, PRAYERS, CARES AND CONCERNS 
 

Praise and Thanksgiving:  for the gift of prayer that allows us to 

bring our needs and concerns into your holy presence; for the 

blessing of many answered prayers; for continuing to nourish us with 

your Word.   

 

Healing, Cares & Concerns:  

Jennifer (advanced cancer), 

Cody Johnston (metastasized cancer), 

Sally Paulson (broken hip) 

Roger Walker (chemo, lymphoma) Wendy Mendenhall's dad,  

Joshua Harper (brain aneurysm),  

Sonya Winters (chemo, breast cancer),  

Nancy Stanley (fall, broken leg & wrist), 

Jean Brackett (Ronna Drennen’s mom), 

Carol Neubert (health issues), 

Patty (cancer), 

Nancy Keener (COVID), 

Marcey Shipe (cancer returned, chemo) 

Jim (ruptured knee cyst, swelling & pain) 

Justin Kovach (burn unit) 

Rudy Haponski (COVID) 

Jim Humes (cancer) 

Rochelle Harbison (cancer) 

Ann (stage 4 stomach cancer, surgery) 

Mary Deems (stage 1 cancer) 

Tracy Ty (Mary’s sister, heart attack) 

Velma Boltz (possible mini stroke/tests) 

Pastor Shirey’s dental surgery 

 

Weekly Schools: Slippery Rock Area & Slippery Rock University 

 

Weekly NALC Church: Christ Lutheran Home Church, Amherst NY 

Dr. Richard & Debbie Pretorius;   St. Luke’s ministry, and our call 

committee members as they prayerfully seek God’s choice for a new 

pastor. 

 

Bereaved:  Families of Loyal Burr (Jodie Volchko’s dad), Bob Ross, 

Jr, Edna Weckerly, Eugene E. Cecchetti, Mary Ann Hussar,  

Leroy Renfrew 

 

Monthly Mission:  NALC Mid-Northeast Mission District 


