
1 

May 

2021 

St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 

310 West Main Street 

PO Box 187 

Saxonburg PA 16056 

 

724-352-2333 

stlukessaxonburg@gmail.com 

stlks.com 

 

 

Office Hours: 

Monday - Thursday 

8:30 - 2:30 

 

 

Sunday Worship Times 

8:15 and 10:45 

From the Pastor 

One of the first jokes that I learned as a small child was the old 
classic:  

 Q:  Why did the man throw the clock out the window? 

 A:  To see time fly. 

As an adult I am learning that you don’t have to do anything to 
see time fly.  It just does!  When I think back about anything, I 
am amazed at how fast the time has flown.   

Ever wonder where time flies to?  Well it flies into the past.  The 
older I get the more past I have.  Time is continually turning my 
future into my past.  What kind of a past my future will be de-
pends upon how I live in the present.  I can take the moment at 
hand and use it in such a way as it will be an unhappy past.  
When I look back upon it, it hurts like biting on a sore tooth.  I 
have all too many such moments in my past.  On the other 
hand, I can take the moment at hand and use it in such a way as 
it will be a happy past.  When I look back upon it, it still blesses 
me.  I have a few such moments in my past also. 

Good stewardship can rightly be thought of as the way of living 
the present that makes for a happy past and of helping others 
live that same way. 

Here is an interesting fact of life:  Pleasure in the present does 
not always make a happy past.  In fact, it often does not!  What 
brings us pleasure may come with consequences that will make 
for an unhappy past.  What brings us pleasure may come at a 
cost which we will later regret paying.  What brings us pleasure 
may fade so quickly that we don’t even remember that pleasure.  
The present that makes for a happy past is not the pleasurable 
present.  It is the meaningful present. 

How do we make the present meaningfully?  By living it the way 
its creator intended it to be lived; by living it, according to God’s 
will to the best of my ability.  

Therefore, knowing God’s will is essential to the best use of my 
time.  That is why knowing scripture is not simply a matter of 
curiosity or interest.  Scripture is the most important tool for liv-
ing that you will ever find.  How can I help you to use this tool?  
How can I help you know God’s will?   

God bless and guide you at this wonderful Easter time. 

Reverend Brian Shirey, Interim Pastor 

SPECIAL POINTS OF 

INTEREST 

 Yard Sale 

 Council Communique 

 Sunday School Easter Egg Hunt 

 Return to Sanctuary Survey  

 Happy 90th Birthday Violet 

The Angel 
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     How Can I Be Sure?  The 
Young Rascals weren’t the only 
ones asking how to be sure in a 
world that’s constantly changing.  
Council members have wrestled 
with this scenario in trying to plan 
for worship and ministry while 
watching the constantly changing 
dynamics of the current pandem-
ic.   

     Council met again in April to 
discuss plans for returning wor-
ship to the sanctuary.  We heard 
the latest increasing case num-
bers for the community and 
schools, as well as current hospi-
talizations, ICU patients, and low-
er death tolls.  Members suggest-
ed various plans and time frames.  
We discussed a variety of per-
spectives, issues, and logistics for 
each suggested plan that would 
balance the desire for sanctuary 
worship with the safety and well-
being of everyone concerned.  
While we want to be cautious, we 
also want to be prepared.  Coun-
cil agreed to begin by conducting 
a survey of church members to 
garner your desires, concerns and 
opinions about worship and an 
eventual return to the sanctuary.   

     Pastor and council agreed the 
technologies we have employed 
to livestream and record our wor-

ship services have been a won-
derful blessing, and we will con-
tinue to provide those. 

     In other business, council ap-
proved the annual yard sale to be 
held this summer.  This is a great 
event that allows you to donate 
tax deductible items while raising 
money for special projects and/or 
ministries.  It also requires a lot 
of work!   Please volunteer to 
help as Gayle Gundlach plans this 
year’s event.  Help is especially 
needed after the sale to pack and 
transport leftover items to Good 
Will.  We all benefit from this 
sale, so let’s all work together to 
make it the best ever! 

    The Young Rascals may not 
have been sure where they stood 
in a world that is constantly 
changing, but we are the children 
of God and a community of faith.  
We are one family with a never-
changing Father who loves us, 
leads us, and protects us.  We 
can be sure where we stand with 
Him – even in a world that is con-
stantly changing. 

   ~ Judy Moser, secretary 

Council Communique 

Church Staff & Leaders 
Rev. Brian Shirey,  

Interim Pastor 
412-916-0122 

bfshirey@gmail.com 

Jeannine Sanford, AiM 
724-594-5533 

sanfordjeannine@hotmail.com 

Music Department 
Holly Puett, Music Director 

Cortney Christoforetti, Organist 
Ellen Dodge, Assistant Organist 

Sextons 
Linda Heade, Centennial Hall 

Bobbie Shearer, Church 

Marge Kollinger,  
Parish Coordinator 

724-822-7760 
margiek@zoominternet.net 

Shannon Miller, Office Manager 
724-352-2333 

stlukessaxonburg@gmail.com 

 

Church Council 
Bill Gordon (V.P.),  

Barb Reuning (Treasurer), 
Judy Moser (Secretary) 

 
Amy Amadee, Cindy Bearrow, Ron 
Boltz, Carl Bowman, Dave Fugate, 
Adam Hartzell, Cindy Bearrow, Ron 

Boltz, Carl Bowman, David McRandal, 
Jeff Hartzell, Rachel Steiner 

  

Survey 

Church Council is conducting a “return to the church 

sanctuary” survey.  Surveys can be found: 

 At worship on Sunday 

 On stlks.com (submit either online or print and 
send to the church) 

 Call the church office (724-352-2333) to have 
one sent directly to you 

 

Deadline for survey submittal is May 3, 2021.  Your responses to 

the survey are confidential and will not be shared with your name 

attached.  

Surveys can be submitted at worship, dropped off at the  

office or in the drop box outside Centennial Hall, emailed 

(stlukessaxonburg@gmail.com) or mailed (PO Box 187  

Saxonburg PA 16056). 
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College Care 

The Yard Sale is happening!! 

A two-day yard sale benefiting St. Luke’s Sewing Ministry 
will be held June 25-26 in Centennial Hall basement.  
Doors will be open from 8 am to 3 pm on both days, rain 
or shine.  

Donations are being accepted, so keep us in mind as you 
are spring cleaning.  Please contact Gayle Gundlach at  
724-352-4205 for additional information.   

College Care Packages are being planned for the end of 
the spring semester!  If you would like to help offset the 
cost, please place your donation in an envelope marked 
“College Care Packages” or mark your check memo 
“College Care Packages” and place it into the offering 
plate.  Donation may also be sent to the office. 

NALC Mid-Northeast Mission District 

Yard Sale 

The Mid-Northeast Mission District of the North American Lu-

theran Church (NALC) is Lutheran community of 30+ congre-

gations located across a large geography (Western New 

York, Western Pennsylvania, Western Maryland, and West 

Virginia). Within our community of NALC Lutheran churches, 

you will find a diversity of small to large congregations; ru-

ral, urban and metropolitan locations; and an array of in-

volvement in local and global missions. 

  

The call committee is meeting again. We are reviewing profiles 

sent to us by interested pastors and conducting interviews. 

Please continue to pray for us during this process.  

Respectfully, 

Amy Amadee  

Call Committee Update 



4   

Welcome  
Conrad John Miller 

On March 28th, St. Luke’s 
celebrated the baptism of 
Conrad John Miller into 
the family of God.  Conrad 
is the son of Jake and 
Laura Miller and the little 
brother to Adelynn Miller. 

St. Luke’s Lenten focus 
this year was the North 
American Lutheran Semi-
nary (NALS) in Ambridge 
PA. 

We collected $404.44 to 
help to support our next 
generation of seminarians.  
The donation was desig-
nated for the NALS schol-
arship program. 

Would you like to 

donate  

altar flowers?   

 

Contact the church 

office or go to 

stlks.com for more 

information and 

available dates. 

Happy Birthday Violet Wetzel 
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Easter Egg Hunt 

The St. Luke’s Youth filled eggs on Palm Sunday and then 
on Good Friday delivered egg hunts to the houses of our 
Sunday School children. 

Included with the egg hunt was a set of Resurrection Eggs 
for each family.  Resurrection eggs are a set of plastic 
eggs like the ones used in an Easter egg hunt, but they 
don’t carry chocolate or jelly beans. Inside each egg is a 
symbol that represents a part of the story of Jesus’ death 
and resurrection. As you open the eggs you learn about 
the events they represent in the Bible.    

Thank you to all who participated in filling and hunting! 
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St Luke’s Milestones 

 

Birthdays 

May 01 Leroy Renfrew, Lisa Ryder  

May 04 David Hay, Shirley Kobert  

May 06 John Steedle, Amy Steedle  

May 07 Adelynn Miller  

May 09 Violet Wetzel (90th),  

 Amy Smith-Montag 

May 13 Cynthia Hay, Ed Boyd  

May 15 Clinton Cunningham  

May 16 John Gundlach  

May 21 Frances Fennell,  

 Gabriella Markwell  

May 23 Adrienne (Natili) Anderson  

May 26 Richard Beatty,  Linda Cehily  

May 30 Carol Neubert  

May 31 Liz Gordon 

 

 

Anniversaries 

May 01 David and Kathleen McRandal,  

 James and Audrey Lott 

May 14 James and Helen McLafferty 

May 18 Seth and Lindsey Burtner 

May 22 John and Kelly Weston,  

 Jason and Lynn Fox 

May 24 Bob and Nita King 

May 27 Carl and Donna Bowman 

Prayer 

Please continue to pray for: 

Jennifer, Delores Hick-
ey, Vicky Yurga, Bonnie 
Gundlach, Cody John-
ston, Mark Kollinger,  Ted 
Neill, Sally Paulson, Roger 
Walker,  Kristen, Joshua Har-
per, Edna Weckerly, Pat 
Rinebolt,  Sonya Win-
ters, Nancy Stanley, Jean 
Brackett, Peg Moser, Nancy 
Daum,  John Miller, Cindy 
Wills, Carol Neu-
bert, Patty, George Reun-
ing, Katy Reuning, Nancy 
Keener, Wendy Menden-
hall,   Cathy Boyer, Sister 
Susan Merree, Marcey Shipe, 
Jim, Liz Gordon, Justin Ko-
vach, Rudy Haponski, Jim 
Humes  

  

In Sympathy 

Please remember in your 
prayers the family and friends 
of: 
 

Carrie Smith, Margot Freder-
ick, Sue Stewart, David Whit-
linger, Jacob Herrit, Michael 
Sherrieb, Freda Schoch, Dan-
iel Wagner, Loyal Burr, Robert 
Ross, Jr., Edna Weckerly, Eu-
gene E. Cecchetti  

 

 

Those unable to regularly  
worship with us : 

 

Mary Byers, Fred Crux,  Ruth 

Cypher, Dorothy Kane,  Allen 

Knappenberger, Jim McLaffer-

ty, John Nuti, Pat Ross, Pearl 

Parnell, Clarence Wagner, 

Edna Weckerly, Ned Ziegler 

  

Contact:   
Judy Gundlach, Prayer Chain 

724-352-3543 

Submit a request online: 

stlks.com/prayer 

Contact the office: 

stlukessaxonburg@gmail.com 

724-352-2333 

Attendance & Finances 

By The Numbers Mar 2021  

Avg. Attendance: 8:15 

Avg. Attendance: 10:45 

31 

34 

Monthly Income 

Monthly Expense 

Monthly Difference 

$14,721 

$11,557 

+$3,164 

Year-to-Date Income 

Year-to-Date Expense 

Year-to-Date Difference 

$44,304 

$35,700 

+$8,604 
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 MAY AT A GLANCE 

Sundays - Worship at 
8:15 am and 10:45 am 
with communion at the 1st, 
3rd and 5th Sundays 

 

May 9 - Mother’s Day 
2:00 pm Orchard Service 

May 10   
6:30 pm Church Council  

May 23 - Pentecost 

May 30 - Holy Trinity 

May 31- Memorial Day 
office closed 

  Lector Greeter Counters 

May 2 
8:15 Cathy Boyd Judy Gundlach 

Kathy McRandal  
Lil Bachman 10:45 Kelly Weston Judy Franke 

May 9 

8:15 Carl Smith Audrey Lott  
Jeff Hartzell  
Bill Gordon 

10:45 Rachel Steiner Lil Bachman 

May 16 
8:15 Amy Montag Smith Peggy Crawford 

Jackie Bice  
Bob Bicker 10:45 Jeannine Sanford Lil Bachman 

May 23 
8:15 Dave Fugate Ruth Markwell 

Donna Shipe  
David Fugate 10:45 Dick Beatty Rachel Steiner 

May 30 
8:15 Cathy Boyd Marge Kollinger Kathy McRandal  

Lil Bachman 10:45 Kelly Weston Susan Beatty 

 

“Look up and look around you. All your children are 
gathering to return to you. The Lord says, “As surely as 
I live, your children will be like jewels. You will be as 
proud of them as a bride is of her jewels.”  
 

Isaiah 49:18  

Flower Sale - If finalized in time for printing. 

 

Mother’s Day Flower Basket Sale 
 

The St. Luke’s Flower Shop will be open for sales on  

Mother’s Day, May 9th.   Sales benefit the St. Luke’s Youth. 

Prices will be: $18/12”, $15/10” and $11/8” 

A limited number of mixed flower baskets, all colors and 
varieties, before and after both services. 

Youth will be available to place in your car. 

Thank you for purchasing your Mother’s Day plants at 
church.  God Bless. 


