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St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

310 West Main Street 

Saxonburg, PA 

724-352-2333 

 

Sunday, May 14, 2017  
Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 

PRELUDE  Meditation on "Christe Sanctorum"  

-- Anthony Giamanco 

 

(When the music of the prelude begins, please lower your voice; 

but, after worship raise your voice with joy!) 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

Leader:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

Congregation:  Amen. 
 

L: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires 

known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of 

our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

L: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 

truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful 

and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

Please kneel for silent self-reflection 
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L: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 

glory of your holy name. Amen 
 

L: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die 

for you, and for his sake God forgives you all your sins. To those 

who believe in Jesus Christ he gives the power to become the 

children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 

GATHERING SONG      Praise and Thanksgiving (ELW 689) 

 

GREETING 

 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 

BLESSING OF SOIL, SEED AND WATER 

 

Let us bless God, the creator of all things. God has given us the 

earth to cultivate, so that we might receive the bounty of its fruits. 

 

Soil, Seed and Water 

 

Give us a full understanding of your mercy, and lives which will 

be respectful, holy, and obedient to you throughout all our days; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

C: Amen. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

L: Let us pray.  

C: Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the 

truth, and the life. Give us grace to love one another, to follow 

in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life 

with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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FIRST READING: Acts 7: 55-60 

L: A reading from chapter 7 of the book of Acts. 

 
55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw 

the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 
56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man 

standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, 

and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. 58Then they 

dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and the 

witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 
59While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive 

my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, 

“Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, 

he died. 

 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 31: 1-5, 15-16 

 

 1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be | put to 

shame; 

  deliver me | in your righteousness. 

 2Incline your | ear to me; 

  make haste to de- | liver me. 
 3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my 

crag | and my stronghold; 

  for the sake of your name, lead | me and guide me. 

 4Take me out of the net that they have secretly | set for me, 

  for you are my tow- | er of strength.  
 5Into your hands I com- | mend my spirit, 

  for you have redeemed me, O LORD, | God of truth. 

 15My times are | in your hand; 

  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those 

who | persecute me. 
 16Let your face shine up- | on your servant; 

  save me in your | steadfast love.”  
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SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2: 2-10 

L: A reading from chapter two of First Peter. 

 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by 

it you may grow into salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the 

Lord is good. 

  4Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet 

chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let 

yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, 

to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
6For it stands in scripture:  

 “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, 

  a cornerstone chosen and precious; 

 and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not 

believe,  

 “The stone that the builders rejected 

  has become the very head of the corner,” 
8and  

 “A stone that makes them stumble, 

  and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were 

destined to do. 

  9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 

God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts 

of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 

 10Once you were not a people, 

  but now you are God’s people; 

 once you had not received mercy, 

  but now you have received mercy. 

 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

GOSPEL: John 14: 1-14 

L: The holy Gospel according to Saint John, chapter 14. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. 

Believe in God, believe also in me. 2In my Father’s house there are 

many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that 

I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for 

you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I 

am, there you may be also. 4And you know the way to the place 

where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know 

where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to 

him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 

Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my 

Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

  8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be 

satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, 

Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has 

seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you 

not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The 

words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father 
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who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the 

Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me 

because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell you, the one 

who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, 

will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 
13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be 

glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I 

will do it.” 

 

L: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 

Children of the Heavenly Father (ELW 781) 

 

CREED 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 
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and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

L: Lord, in your mercy, 

C:  Hear our prayer. 

 

EXCHANGING THE PEACE OF OUR LORD 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY 

8:15 Meditation -- Caleb Simper, Arr. Michael Ryan 

10:45 Lord, Lead Us Day by Day - Handel/ Hopson 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

L: Let us pray. 

C: Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day 

by day you shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to 

new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to 

praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 
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on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

C: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG  

Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing (ELW 389) 
 

DISMISSAL 

L: Go in peace. Share the good news. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

For the season of Easter, the candles will be extinguished during 

the postlude. Our service during the Easter season ends, rather 

than with silent meditation, with movement outward toward our 

neighbor in the pew and out into the day the lord has given us. 

 

POSTLUDE A Joyful Celebration -- Patricia Lou Harris 

 

PREPARING FOR NEXT WEEK 

(Acts 17:22-31, Psalm 66:8-20, 1 Peter 3:13-22, John 14:15-21) 
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WELCOME! 

Please complete the pew card before you leave worship this day. 

Pastor Keller would be happy to visit with you at the time and 

place of your choosing to answer questions about membership. 

Simply call the church office at 724-352-2333 to make an 

appointment. 

 
Attendance on Sunday, May 7, 2017 
8:15         50  St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 

9:30   8  310 West Main Street 

10:45  54  Saxonburg, PA 16056 724-352-2333 

Nursery      3  stlukechurch@consolidated.net 

Kings Kids   0 

Total  115 

              

 
THIS MORNING’S WORSHIP MINISTRY TEAM INCLUDES: 

 8:15 Service 10:45 Service 

ACOLYTES Jinelle Yohe and 

Alex Kadunce 

Rachel Steiner and 

Evan Weston 

ALTAR GUILD   Gretchen and Tom 

Gallagher 

David and Stefanie 

Fennell 

GREETERS Ruth Richards and 

Kathy McRandal 

Dick and Sue Smith 

LECTOR/ASST. 

MIN 

Jeff Markwell Doris Herceg 

OFFER. 

COUNTERS 

Kathy McRandal and Jim McLafferty 

USHERS Carl Smith and Dale 

Arthurs 

Jim and Helen 

McLafferty 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:stlukechurch@consolidated.net
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CHURCH STAFF 
Reverend Roger G. Keller Pastor 724-352-2333 

Pastor Keller’s Cell 724-713-0549 

Pastor Keller’s Home   724-360-2786 

Jeannine Sanford, AiM Assoc. Min. of 

Pastoral Care & 

Visitation 

724-594-5533 

Chris Savannah Director of Music 

Ministry 

Office Manager 

724-282-8044 

724-352-2333 

Cortney Christoforetti Organist 724-352-2333 

Marge Kollinger Parish Coordinator  724-352-2333 

Linda Heade Centennial Hall 

Sexton 

724-352-3413 

Bobbie Shearer Church Sexton 724-352-0148 

Judy Gundlach Prayer Chain 724-352-3543 
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