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St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

310 West Main Street 

Saxonburg, PA 

www.stlks.com 

Sunday, May 13, 2018  

Seventh Sunday of Easter 

Soil, Seed and Water Blessing 
 

PRELUDE Prelude from Suite No. 1 in G Major for Solo Cello 

-- J.S. Bach, Arr. Lani Smith 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father, 

and of the + Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

A TRIBUTE TO OUR CREATOR, 

THE DESIGNER OF THE UNIVERSE 

Why? 

Who says no God, 

outrageous,  

Preposterous, a lie. 

Did they never see a lake, 

Or a crystal blue sky? 

Did they never smell a 

flower, 

Or walk in the snow? 

Or feel a summer shower, 

Or watch the wind blow? 

Did they never see the sun, 

As it sets at night? 

Or listen to the birds at 

Mornings first light? 

Did they never see the color 

 

Of the trees in the fall? 

Or the full moon of October, 

A big silver ball? 

Did they never see a 

mountain, 

Or gaze out at the sea? 

Or climb to the top of a big  

Oak tree? 

Did they never hear thunder,  

After lightning etched the 

sky? 

Didn’t they ever see these 

things 

And wonder…Why? 
-------Flip Ekas 

http://www.stlks.com/
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GATHERING SONG:  

 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise (ELW 834) 

 

GREETING 

 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

SOIL, SEED AND WATER BLESSING 

 

Leader: The eyes of all wait upon you, O Lord, 

Congregation: And you give them their food in due season. 

 

L: You open wide your hand 

C: And satisfy the needs of every living creature. 

 

L: Almighty God, Creator and Sustainer of heaven and earth, you 

give seed to the sower. Nourish, protect, and bless the seed which 

people have sown in hope, so that by your good providence and 

bountiful giving it may bring forth fruit in due season and be 

gathered with thanksgiving to satisfy the needs of your people; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C: Amen. 

 

L: O Loving God, the eternal fountain and giver of life, we give 

thanks that we again behold on every side the awakening of nature 

in answer to your call to arise from winter’s sleep; and as you 

cheer our spirits with green grass, budding trees, and unfolding 

plants, grant us thankful hearts to praise you for the promise of 

your renewing power for our lives and your love for us that never 

changes. Teach us to use the soil and steward the earth to your 

glory as the designer of the earth and for the goodness of all 

humanity.  

C: Amen. 

 

L: Lord God, by your providence alone we receive the fruits of the 

earth. Help us to be good stewards of the abundant water all 

around us in this region.  That we may not take it for granted 



3 

 

thereby carelessly polluting it by our selfish acts.  We ask that you 

would send us such weather that rain may fall into our fields and 

orchards in order to bring forth an abundant crop and at the time of 

harvest we may take of your gifts for our good and give thanks to 

you with gladness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

L: All your works praise you, O Lord, 

C: And your faithful servants bless you. 

L: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. You 

made the whole earth for your glory; all creation praises you. We 

lift our voices to join the songs of heaven and earth, of things seen 

and unseen. You stretched out the heavens like a curtain; you 

divided the day from the night; you appointed times and seasons 

for work and rest, for tearing down and for building up. You 

blessed your people through all generations and guided them in life 

and death; Abraham and Sarah; Moses and Miriam; Isaiah and all 

the prophets; Mary, the mother of our Lord; Peter, James, John, 

and all the apostles; and all the saints and witnesses in your church 

of ages past, in whom your Spirit spoke and moved. Be with us 

now and bless the work of those who labor in the fields. Grant us 

faith to know your gracious purpose in all things, and continue 

your blessings to us through the bounty of your creation; through 

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

L: May God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit 

bless the pastures and meadows, all growing grass and green fields. 

May the soil be wholesome and the crops good. May the weather 

be favorable and the workers of good heart. And may God who 

gives breath and life to the sower, multiply the  seed sown and 

increase its fruits. May God be with us and praised in heaven and 

earth for evermore. 

C: Amen. 
 
Edited in 2014 from Pastor Steven Schou’s Blessing the Seeds, Soil and Water. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE For the Fruit of All Creation (ELW 679) 

 



4 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: Let us pray.  

C: Gracious and glorious God, you have chosen us as your 

own, and by the powerful name of Christ you protect us from 

evil. By your Spirit transform us and your beloved world, that 

we may find our joy in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

READING: Ephesians 3: 14-21 

L: A reading from chapter 3 of Ephesians. 

 
14For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15from whom 

every family in heaven and on earth takes its name. 16I pray that, 

according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be 

strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit, 
17and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are 

being rooted and grounded in love. 18I pray that you may have the 

power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and 

length and height and depth, 19and to know the love of Christ that 

surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness 

of God. 
20Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to 

accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, 
21to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all 

generations, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL: Matthew 19:28-30 

L: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, chapter 19. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
28Jesus said to them, "Truly I tell you, at the renewal of all things, 

when the Son of Man is seated on the throne of his glory, you who 

have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the 

twelve tribes of Israel. 29And everyone who has left houses or 

brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or fields, for my 

name's sake, will receive a hundredfold, and will inherit eternal 

life. 30But many who are first will be last, and the last will be first. 

 

L: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY Shine, Jesus, Shine (ELW 671) 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY 

8:15 Nearer, My God, to Thee -- Robert Lau 

10:45 Give Thanks - Henry Smith arr. Gary Hailquist 

 

MOTHER’S DAY BLESSING 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

 

L: Let us pray. 

C: Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day 

by day you shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to 

new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to 

praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

L:  Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

 

L: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

C: Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee (ELW 836) 

 

DISMISSAL 

P:         Go spread the good news! Christ is risen! 

C:        Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

POSTLUDE Joyful! -- Ruth Elaine Schram 
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PREPARING FOR NEXT WEEK: Acts 2: 1-21, Psalm 

139: 1-12, Romans 8: 22-27, John 15: 26-27, 16: 4b-15 

 

WELCOME! 

Please complete the pew card before you leave worship this day. 

Pastor Keller would be happy to visit with you at the time and 

place of your choosing to answer questions about membership. 

Simply call the church office at 724-352-2333 to make an 

appointment. 

 
Attendance on Sunday, May 6, 2018 
8:15         33  St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 

9:30   -  310 West Main Street 

10:45  66  Saxonburg, PA 16056  

Nursery      9  724-352-2333 

Total  108  stlukechurch@consolidated.net 

 

THIS MORNING’S WORSHIP MINISTRY TEAM INCLUDES: 
 8:15 Service 10:45 Service 

ACOLYTES Megan Edder and 

Anna Coriale 

Anna Coriale and Eli 

Keller 

ALTAR GUILD   

BREAD BAKER  

ASSISTING 

MINISTER 

Carl Smith Doris Herceg 

GREETERS Lil Bachman and 

Velma Boltz 

Bob and Nita King 

USHERS Ron Boltz and Tim 

Markwell 

John and Kelly Weston 

OFFERING 

COUNTERS 

Donna Shipe and David Fugate 
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