www.stlks.com

2019
Church Council
Meeting
March 11. 2019
6:30 pm

St. Luke’s
Vision Statement
Guided by the Holy Spirit
to share God’s loving
grace through discipleship; strengthening faith
through the Word, family,
fellowship and
giving.
Worship Times
8:15 & 10:45
9:30 Sunday School
Communion
10:45 - 1st & 3rd Sunday
8:15 - 2nd & 4th Sunday

April 28th

Both - 5th Sunday

150 Year Anniversary celebration kickoff with
Pastor Yeiser (1986-1998)
Fellowship dinner to follow late service

Office Hours
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Monday

9-3

Tuesday

9-3

Wednesday

9-3

Thursday

9-3

October 6th
150 year Anniversary Celebration Luncheon

Pastor’s Page
Lutherans Love Lent!?
Why? One old Lutheran told me how much he loved Lent because it was the season
when he felt better about making mistakes and missing the mark. He didn’t feel so alone, feel
like he was the only one who made mistakes. During the Lenten Season his wife, he thought,
seemed to nag him less for not living up to her standards. A lover of Lent has been found!
Living an authentic Christian life begins when we realize our need for a savior. But it
doesn’t end there. Lent is a time to rejoice that our savior rescues us from the power of sin
through forgiveness and gives us strength for fresh starts and healthy choices.
But like the old Lutheran who loves Lent we too need to begin by carefully listening to
the Word of God that comes to us, inviting us to make serious self-examination, like are you
acting thoughtfully or selfishly toward others in your life? How loving and godly are your
attitudes and behaviors, really?
I would like for you to examine your heart’s attitude about your weekly worship
attendance?
Some people say weekly worship offers spiritual and emotional peace and well-being.
Medical studies have demonstrated over the last few decades that people who worship weekly
have better overall health and less complications in healing. But the real bottom line for the
believer is: God commands us to rest and worship. (The Third Commandment—not a
suggestion, but a godly demand to rest and worship through keeping a Sabbath!). God calls
us to come and worship every Sunday, whether we feel like taking a shower or not. Why?
God is worthy of our best effort at weekly praise. After all how can we forget that God is the
source of all that is good, and our health and salvation?
And God, being a gracious God, turns the Sabbath keeping command into a blessing for
us and others too. I once heard said “that the family that prayers together stays together”.
The idea captures some of the peace many have found in keeping first things first in life, i.e.,
the Lord God, through weekly worship. Looking forward to worshipping with you soon,
where we will encourage one another to Love Lent.

Yours in Christ, Pastor Keller

Jesus said, “For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” (Matthew 18:20).
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Our “Church Mouse” section is for you, about you! Please send
updates of people we are praying for, good news about you
and/or your family and student achievements. You can also use
this space to find some help around the house or sell something
you no longer need. Please e-mail the church office:
stlukechurch@consolidated.net or use a church mouse card.

Congratulations to Autumn Trempus and the Knoch
Knight Hometown High Q team for their great performance on KDKA’s Hometown High Q, which aired
February 16th.

The Knoch musical, Oklahoma, was held
March 1- 3.
Rachel Steiner was selected to the Ensemble and Evan Weston in the Pit Orchestra.
Congratulations to all who participated.

God and Church Award
Garrett Weston completed the God and
Church curriculum program through
PRAY. His counselor was Mr. Ray Hoffman
from Troop 53.

Do you have a hard to recycle item? The Church Mouse heard that there will be a hardto-recycle event on May 11th from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the Pittsburgh Mills Mall parking lot.
For more information please see the Pennsylvania Resources Council (PRC_ Website
(http://prc.org)

Thanks to Our 2019 Church Council
Term Expires 2020
Term Expires 2021
David Fugate (VP)
Amy Montag-Smith
Liz Gordon
Kelly Weston
Open Position
Barb Reuning
Open Position
Judy Moser – secretary at large
Marge Kollinger – member at large
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Term Expires 2022
Alex Olczak
Adam Hartzell
Jenny Hartzell (1yr)
Dick Beatty (1yr)

Council Communique`
Change is inevitable! It’s an axiom we’ve heard
since childhood. It’s a major part of life, and every season
presents unique changes, challenges, and opportunities.
Council faced some of these in the new year; and, in light
of the budget deficit, prayerfully had to decide what was
best for
St. Luke’s physical, fiscal, and spiritual well-being.
The first challenge was the how to remedy serious water
problems in the old heating ducts beneath Centennial Hall
basement to avoid a lifted concrete floor. The 50-year old
ducts have now been sealed off with cement and the new
heating system has been installed. Thanks to Dave
McRandal and his crew! We praise the Lord for Dave’s
generous heart and his love for this church!
Next, we faced cutting staff hours and the challenge of
meeting spiritual needs without the personnel to lead new
growth opportunities. We had to say goodbye to Jeremy
Andrews and cut back on Jeannine’s hours. However, a
member (recognizing the value of Jeannine’s work among
us) donated funds specified to restore Jeannine’s hours for
2019. We gratefully accepted the gift and honored the
donor’s wish that it be used only for Jeannine’s salary. We
thank God for your generosity and love of St. Luke’s, too!

Under Ministry Reports, we agreed with our Stewardship
Ministry to remove “property line” from offering envelopes
to avoid confusion. They also raised the issue that without
Sunday School opening there was no Sunday School
offering to date. Pastor will discuss at the next Sunday
School teachers’ meeting.
Jeannine’s Outreach & Evangelism at Elmcroft has resulted
in a second Sunday service at 3pm, and the attendance has
increased significantly. Thanks to Jeannine, Katie Hartzell,
and all the volunteers for showing God’s love to those who
are unable to worship at church. God Bless you!
Christian Growth said Confirmation is set for June 2 with 1
confirmand. Pastor said Youthquake was a great
experience with 3 adults, 10 teens attending. He noted
some of our members receive many invitations to attend
events at other churches, and noted our need to invite
people personally to church and church events to create
community.
Fellowship & Caring Ministry set April 27 at noon as the
150th Anniversary kick-off luncheon with former pastors
attending. A display case was suggested to show artifacts
and write-ups about the church through the years, so start
digging out your old photos and clippings.

The roof of Abba’s House had so many leaks, it couldn’t be
fixed. Thanks to Marge’s efforts, we were able to get the
The Capital Campaign Fund (CCF) Ministry Team met
best price and the roof has been replaced with a new metal with Kim Lunn, David Fugate, Jenny Hartzell, Cristie
roof.
Crytzer, Steve Pickard, Marge Kollinger, Carl Smith, Liz
Gordon, and Pastor attending. Dave recapped the meeting
and Kim’s ideas on how to reach people with our message.
Council reorganized in February with Dave Fugate
reelected as vice president; Barb Reuning as treasurer; and Eighteen much-needed projects were identified. Stay tuned
for more details on how we can repair and maintain what
Judy Moser as secretary for 2019.
the Lord has given to us.
Pastor said he, Amy Montag Smith, Kelly Weston, and
Jenny Hartzell would attend the NALC’s Stewardship
Conference April 6 in Kittanning.
Pastor and Dave McRandal will be in Texas with the
mission trip over Ash Wednesday, so Pastor Neal will
consecrate Communion at noon. Jeannine will distribute at
7pm.
Council members will be installed at both services March
10. We will have a council retreat March 16 to pray,
discuss, and discern where the Lord is leading us in 2019.
We are reading the Simple Church in preparation.
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This year’s changes at St. Luke’s may challenge us fiscally,
while others will challenge us to trust in the Lord’s
providence and where he is leading us for the future of this
faith community. May each issue we face throughout the
coming year challenge us spiritually, personally and
communally as we grow together in God’s love and
fellowship with each other. We are family!
~Judy Moser
Secretary

At St. Luke’s

Kenneth Miller
Alyssa Kunkel
Jenny Gundlach
Judy Moser
Madison Crytzer
Melissa O’Leath
Deb Fugate
Velma Boltz
Sarah Steedle
Vanessa McRandal

3/2
3/4
3/5
3/5
3/8
3/9
3/11
3/13
3/14
3/15

Eli Keller
Kathy Letters

3/16
3/16

Maliea Lynch

3/17

Imy Lou Rosenblatt
Trace Trempus
Chuck Weston
Doris Herceg
Ted Haas
Jim McLafferty
Brady Hoffman
Ellie Wible
Nolan Bubb
Erik Fink
Walter Gerlach
David Fugate

3/17
3/17
3/17
3/18
3/21
3/22
3/23
3/23
3/24
3/24
3/25
3/26

Choir Notes
Do you need
refreshment?
Want to beat the winter
blues?
Make a Lenten
commitment to join your voice with ours in
praise to the Lord! We are now looking for
choir members for Palm Sunday and Easter.
Rehearsals are Thursdays at 7:00. The
rewards are great!

3/26
3/26
3/27
3/28
3/30
3/30
3/30
3/31

Ricardo & Ann Gayle
Joe & Carol Neubert
Ron & Pat Perkins
Frank & Georgetta Burk

3/4
3/7
3/11
3/26

On Saturday April
13th ther e will be a
Big Clean Up day on
campus. We will be
working in the Centennial Hall kitchen, the hall classrooms (clean up
after the heating repairs), the church and around
the grounds (weather permitting). We will meet
at 8:30 am for a light continental breakfast and
prayer and are hoping to be done by noon. Please
plan to stop by. Any time you can give is a gift.

St. Luke’s Safety Task Force brings you:
CPR/AED Training
March 24th
Following late service
Cost $20.00 per person

Ruth Richards
Jodie Volchko
Taylor Smith
Lisa Wible
Mike Crytzer
Josh Lark
Bob Vanetta
Bill Weston

Pre-registration is REQUIRED
Sign up in the Café
OR
Contact the church office 724-352-2333
stlukechurch@consolidated.net

($35.00 if a certification card is required)

Question: Why should I lear n CPR?
Answer: Because you could help save someone's life.
Cardiac arrest is an electrical malfunction in the heart that causes an irregular heartbeat (arrhythmia) and disrupts the flow of blood
to the brain, lungs and other organs. According to the American Heart Association, about 90 percent of people who suffer out-ofhospital cardiac arrests die. CPR, especially if performed immediately, can double or triple a cardiac arrest victim’s chance of
survival.
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PARISH PRAYER NOTES:

THOSE MEMBERS UNABLE TO REGULARLY WORSHIP WITH US :
Georgetta Burk, 211 Murray Dr., Valencia, PA 16059
Fred Crux, 223 Pittsburgh Street, Saxonburg, PA 16056 (friend)
Ruth Cypher, 223 Pittsburgh Street, Room 33, Saxonburg, PA 16056
Margo Frederick, Elmcroft, 100 Bella Court, Room 313, Saxonburg, PA 16056
Audrey Gerlach, 402 Aderhold Rd, Saxonburg, PA 16056
Eleanor Hanna, 615 North Pike Road, Cabot, PA 16023
Allen Knappenberger, 134 Marwood Road, Room 1940, Cabot, PA 16023
Jim McLafferty, 134 Marwood Road, Room 2254, Cabot, PA 16023
John Nuti, 121 Deer Creek Road, Saxonburg, PA 16056

If you are aware of someone
in the hospital or in need of
pastoral care, please call the
church office and let us know.

Herb Richards, 130 Edgewood Drive, Sarver, PA 16055
Pearl Parnell, 330 High Street, Saxonburg, PA 16056
Fran Setzenfand, 223 Pittsburgh Street, Room 17, Saxonburg, PA 16056
Barbara Schneidmiller, 134 Marwood Road, Cabot, PA 16023
Ned Ziegler, 129 Dingel Road, West Sunbury, PA 16061 (friend)

MEMBERS AND FRIENDS WE HAVE LIFTED IN PRAYER DURING FEBRUARY:
Thanksgiving/Joys/Celebrations: for answered prayers, Bill Oehlschlager’s safe return from Uganda and
Lutheran Lay Renewal’s success in bringing people to the Lord, for the birth of John Harrison Brose, son of
Jennifer and Joe Brose and grandson of Chuck Ekas, for our newest assisting minister (Kelly Weston), for all
who took the time to attend the annual meeting, especially those who responded to the call, Mikayla Fancella’s
improvement, Evan Weston going to band regionals, Wayne Booth’s successful cancer surgery, for the Summit
Elementary classmates who are beginning to heal, Christine Bowman’s continued improvement, Sonya Winters’
improved mobility, for all the youth who encountered Jesus at Youth Quake, for Matt Geppert and Southeast
Asia Prayer Center, the Souper Bowl donations, and for all those who work outside in the bitter weather on our
behalf
Cares/Concerns: Pam Hammonds (chemo), Sonya Winters (physical therapy), Paige Johnston (cancer), Al
Kobert (knee/ fracture), Gary Bachman (chemo), Lois (cancer), Larry Seigh (acute liver disease), Lew Lee
(cancer), Gary Cooper, Chris Arthurs, Jim Bearrows (home), Dr. Kristin Brant, June Gibino (brain surgery), Dick
Beatty, Christine Bowman, James Lott (recovery), Dale Brenden (cancer surgery), college students (to find good
Christian friends), Jason Bowen and his family, Diane Collier, Catherine Drescher, Rachel Algoe
(Hodgkins/chemo), Rob Frazier (spot on remaining kidney), Richard Rhoades, Marty (brain tumor surgery), the
Fike and Kibbe families, Mikayla Fancella (stomach issues but no diagnosis), Austin Heade, Hannah (cervical
cancer), Dolly (brain cancer), Raising Kids sponsorship program and the house parents & children Raising Kids
serves in Cambodia, Margot Frederick (hip fracture), Marge Reinhart (Lund Asst Living), Ken, Paul (prostate
cancer), Joe Blongeaux (pancreatic cancer), Wayne Booth (Leukemia & pancreatic cancer), Marge Hunter, all
those dealing with flu and illness, Peggy Crawford (tests), Ginny Chippini, Brian Hamilton (more cancer
treatments), Karen Cook (breast cancer), Chris Eddy (cancer)
Bereaved: for family and fr iends of Mar ge Reuning, Ronald Miller , Alvin Boltz, Tonya Tr eese, Simon
Matella, Mark Fike, Margie Montag Anderson, Chanté Nee
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Fellowship Life
March 13, 2019
King’s Family Restaurant

Come Join in Prayer

400 Buffalo Plaza
Sarver, PA, 16055

Fellowship Hall (church basement)

Every Tuesday at 12:30
Come early for lunch at 12:00
(bring your own or order out)

10:00 am
Pastor Keller will offer a short Bible Study.

St. Luke’s Sewing Ministry meets every
other Thursday in the Fellowship Hall
(church basement) at the following
times:

March 14

10:30 am

March 28

10:30 am

Learn quilt making basics in this FREE class
presented by Amy Haponski and
sponsored by the Sewing Ministry.
Wednesday, March 20, 2019
10:00 am – 12:00 pm
Fellowship Hall

Christ-Center Yoga
Saturdays @ 9:30 -10:30 am
Mondays @ 6:00 - 7:00 pm
Class is located at Centennial Hall
Class cost: $10.00

Washington DC Bus Trip
April 29 - May 1
We are going on the road again, this time to Washington DC. The
proceeds from this trip will benefit St. Luke’s youth. Sights include:
The Museum of the Bible,
Arlington National Cemetery, National Cathedral, and much more.
Cost includes transportation, hotel, and six meals. Final payment
th
due April 4 . For more information stop by the Café and pick up an information sheet.
If you are planning to attend please submit your reservation as soon as possible.
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Announcing the 2019 Northeast US Lutheran Marriage Encounter Weekends!
The cost of food and lodging for that particular weekend will be shown and can be paid along with the $50
registration fee with a credit card or by mailing a check. Financial assistance is available for those in need.
Following are the scheduled Northeast US spring weekends:


March 22 - 24 at Comfort Suites – Hartville in Har tville, OH



April 26 - 28 at Heritage Hotel Lancaster in Lancaster, PA.



April 5 - 8 at Country Inn and Suites in State College PA.

To be sure to get the weekend of your choice, sign up TODAY. Simply go to: www.GodLovesMarriage.org

The Mid-Northeast Mission District
invites you to attend

Who: Ministry Apprenticeship Supervisors and
Spiritual Directors, open to the public

Time, Talent, Treasure and Testimony
presented by the NALC’s Living and
Giving Stewardship Team
Saturday, March 30, 2019
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
St. John’s, 218 N. Jefferson St.,
Kittanning, PA 16201
Cost per person: $6.00 for lunch
St. Luke’s has registered and the following will
be attending:
Amy Montag-Smith, Jenny Hartzell, Kelly Weston,
Pastor Keller, and Jeannine Sanford.
If anyone else would like to join them please
contact the church office.
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What: Pastoral Responses to Lust Addiction –
What’s the problem? How pervasive is it? How
can we respond to it? How do we support healing, recovery, and prevention?

Presented: Mr. Jay Haug, Executive Director of
Living Without Lust Inc.
Where: Trinity School for Ministry Commons Hall
When: March 21st, 2019
Cost: $10
Register: http://www.tsm.edu/pastoralresponses/

Mission Support
Welcome to a regular feature for the Angel highlighting the monthly recipients of St. Luke’s Christian
Mission benevolence funds. St. Luke’s directly gives monies in 12 equal shares to mission and outreach
ministries. The 2019 list was approved at the annual congregational meeting on January 27th.
Child Evangelism Fellowship of Butler County (March) – CEF is a Bible-centered ministry that reaches
boys and girls with the Gospel of Jesus Christ and establishes them in the Word of God and in a local
church for Christian living. CEF has a presence in Butler County. While there are different ministries for

children, the primary ones are the Good News Club and the 5-Day Club. These ministries take place in
neighborhood settings such as homes, backyards, schools and community centers all over the world. The
programs are designed to bring the gospel to children at their level in their environment. CEF also has fair
camping, open-air and internet ministries for children. The combined ministries reaches over 20.4 million
children worldwide with the Good News. The international headquarters of CEF is located in Warrenton,
Missouri. The ministry was founded in 1937.

Are you a Thrivent Member???
By participating in Thrivent Choice Dollars®, members help make good things happen for your congregation. Directing Choice Dollars® is a great way for
eligible members to show support for St. Luke’s.
See your Thrivent Representative for more information.
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Electronic giving is a way to
keep your tithes and offerings
current even if you aren’t able
to join us for worship. Please
consider making arrangements for e-giving to ensure
St. Luke’s is faithfully supported and your intentions are turned into action. If you currently use your bank to pay
bills, you can send your offering to St. Luke’s
using the same format. You can add St.
Luke’s to your list of payees, using your envelope number as your account number. The
church’s address is PO Box 187, Saxonburg,
PA 16056.
If you choose to send your offering in
this way you can still participate in the offering as an act of worship by using an orange
pew card or your empty offering envelope
from home (with e-giving written on it) and
placing it in the offering plate.

Outreach/Evangelism
Open for Prayer
Two monthly services will be held
one in the Alzheimer's Unit and the
March 25
other in the main residential area of
6:00 to 8:00
Elmcroft. This is your chance to
St. Luke’s Sanctuary is
serve and love the community.
Many residents respond to old favorOpen for Prayer the 4th Monday of eveite
hymns,
and
would welcome fellowship. They
ry month. Stop by and pray in the quiwould appreciate assistance turning pages and
et of the sanctuary.
offering encouragement. The first service is at
2 p.m. in the Alzheimer's Unit and second is at
3 p.m. in the main residential area, on March 3rd
The Orchards at Saxonburg
and April 7th . Each service is approximately 30(formerly Saxony Health Center)
45 minutes in length. For additional information,
Worship Service
see Jeannine Sanford.
March 10 at 2:00 pm
All are welcome to come!

Maundy Thursday Soup Ministry
Soup warms the tummy, heart and soul! St. Luke’s members will deliver soup and share God’s love on
Maundy Thursday with homebound members and others who cannot attend regular worship services.
We are looking for families and individuals who have a heart to make soup, driving teams to deliver
the soup and visit, and a team to prepare the deliveries. If you are not a soup maker, you can help in
the kitchen. We also are looking for donations of applesauce and rolls. The deliveries will take place
between 4:30-6 p.m., April 18th. Routes will be assigned at a time convenient to your schedule. After
your last soup is delivered, please return to Centennial Hall for soup fellowship with others before the
Maundy Thursday service at 7 p.m.
Come and be a part of God’s soup army sharing the love of Jesus with others in this traditional, longstanding ministry that is very appreciated by those who are visited. Please respond by April 5th to
Jeannine Sanford at 724-594-5533 (sanfordjeannine@hotmail.com).

2019 Centennial Hall
Quilt Show
September 6 & 7
(During the Festival of the Arts)

Pick up your entry form from the church office,
Marge, Doris or any member of Pieceful
Patchers Quilt Guild.
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Souper Bowl Sunday!
We collected $349.00 and 147 canned
goods! All monies and canned goods
were donated to the Cabot Food Bank.
This year 3972 groups participated in
the Souper Bowl, with $8,660,460 in cash
and food being collected.

Christian Growth

VBS Plans are
underway for the
summer of
2019. This is one of
our most exciting
family ministries
and we hope all
families, young and old, will participate and bring
your kid’s friends. If you would like to help with
the VBS activities please contact Mandy Jockel by
email (mjockel716@yahoo.com) or cell phone
(724-816-1034) or contact the church office.

Fifth grade students, or
those who have not yet
had their first
communion instruction,
and their parents /
guardians are invited to
attend an instructional meeting for their First Holy
Communion. Please let Pastor Keller know if you are
interested. There will be three meetings in total.
The first meeting will be Tuesday, March 19 at 7-8
PM in the Youth Room (church Basement).
Funday Sunday
(held during the
9:30 Sunday
School hour) happens only once a
month, so don’t
miss it!!

Niagara Falls Youthworks
High School Mission Trip
July 7th - 12th
To Register:
th

Must have finished 8 grade in 2018 since this site is limited to
High School students.
$100.00 total due to Church Office to hold your spot!
Don’t miss out!!
Questions should be directed to
Kelly Weston (724-991-2767 / kellweston@zoominternet.net)
or Pastor Keller (724-713-0549 / prkeller@consolidated.net)

Kids (Pre-K through 5th grade) will
have a lesson, games, popcorn/snack
and will make a craft to share. What a
nice way to spread the love of Christ!
The Funday Sunday schedule has been
modified.
Please see the changes below:
March 17th
April 21st - Easter Bash

FCS College Night Success
Fellowship of Christian Stewardship hosted a presentation, “Going to College without
Going Broke” on February 26th in Centennial Hall. God blessed us by having 17
members of St. Luke's and the community attending. Bev Miller spoke on considering a
debt free education. We are blessed to have Bev serve on our FCS Board of Directors
and to bring us such important information. Keep an eye out for future information from
the FCS.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bring family and friends to come
and celebrate the real meaning of Easter!!!
Maundy Thursday—April 18th
Worship at 7:00 pm
Good Friday—April 19th
Worship at 7:00 pm
Easter Sunday—April 21st
Worship at 8:15 and 10:45
Easter Egg Hunt at 9:30
12

