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St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

310 West Main Street 

Saxonburg, PA 

www.stlks.com 

Sunday, March 19, 2017  
Third Sunday in Lent 
 

PRELUDE A Mighty Fortress -- Penny Rodriguez 

  

(When the music of the prelude begins, please lower your voice; 

but, after worship raise your voice with joy!) 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Leader:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

Congregation: Amen. 
L: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires 

known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of 

our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 

L: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 

truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful 

and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

Please kneel for silent reflection and self-examination. 

L: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
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our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 

glory of your holy name. Amen 

 

L: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die 

for you, and for his sake God forgives you all your sins. To those 

who believe in Jesus Christ he gives the power to become the 

children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 

GATHERING SONG   

A Mighty Fortress is Our God (ELW 504) 

 

GREETING 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: Let us pray.  

Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages 

within and around us, and the devil and all the forces that defy you 

tempt us with empty promises. Keep us steadfast in your word, and 

when we fall, raise us again and restore us through your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

HYMN Listen, God is Calling (ELW 513) 

   

FIRST READING: Micah 6: 6-8 

L: A reading from chapter six of the book of Micah. 

 6 “With what shall I come before the LORD, 

    and bow myself before God on high? 

Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 

    with calves a year old? 
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7 Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 

    with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 

Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 

    the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 

    and what does the LORD require of you 

but to do justice, and to love kindness, 

    and to walk humbly with your God? 

 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING: James 1:19-25 

L: A reading from chapter one of James. 

19 You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to 

listen, slow to speak, slow to anger; 20 for your anger does not 

produce God’s righteousness. 21 Therefore rid yourselves of all 

sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with 

meekness the implanted word that has the power to save your 

souls. 

22 But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive 

themselves. 23 For if any are hearers of the word and not doers, 

they are like those who look at themselves in a mirror; 24 for they 

look at themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what 

they were like. 25 But those who look into the perfect law, the law 

of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who forget but doers 

who act—they will be blessed in their doing. 

 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

CHILDREN'S SERMON 

KING'S KIDZ (JR. CHURCH AGES 5 TO 4TH GRADE) 
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THIRD READING: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 

L: A reading from chapter 8 of First Corinthians. 

1Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us 

possess knowledge.” Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. 
2 Anyone who claims to know something does not yet have the 

necessary knowledge; 3 but anyone who loves God is known by 

him. 

4 Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no 

idol in the world really exists,” and that “there is no God but one.” 
5 Indeed, even though there may be so-called gods in heaven or on 

earth—as in fact there are many gods and many lords— 6 yet for us 

there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for 

whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all 

things and through whom we exist. 

7 It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some 

have become so accustomed to idols until now, they still think of 

the food they eat as food offered to an idol; and their conscience, 

being weak, is defiled. 8 “Food will not bring us close to God.”We 

are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. 9 But 

take care that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a 

stumbling block to the weak. 10 For if others see you, who possess 

knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol, might they not, since 

their conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point of eating food 

sacrificed to idols? 11 So by your knowledge those weak believers 

for whom Christ died are destroyed.12 But when you thus sin 

against members of your family, and wound their conscience when 

it is weak, you sin against Christ. 13 Therefore, if food is a cause of 

their falling, I will never eat meat, so that I may not cause one of 

them to fall. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

HYMN  Listen, God is Calling  (ELW 513) VS 3 
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(Third  Sunday in Lent readings: Exodus 17:1-7, Psalm 95:1-9, 

Romans 5:1-8, John 4:5-26, 27-30, 39-42) 

 

SERMON  Probe It! 

  Bible Meditation 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 

In the Cross of Christ I Glory (ELW 324) 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

L: Lord, in your mercy, 

C:  Hear our prayer. 

 

EXCHANGING THE PEACE OF OUR LORD  
 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY 

8:15 The Old Rugged Cross -- Arr. William Barnett 

10:45 How Beautiful - Twila Paris 

 

OFFERING PRAYER  
L: Let us pray. 

God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with 

words of grace and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we 

receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

PREFACE   
L: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 

L: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

L; Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

 

You call your people to cleanse their hearts 

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 

that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 

we may come to the fullness of your grace. 

 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

L: Prepared for you, all is ready. 

C: Amen 
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COMMUNION  

 

COMMUNION SONG  

SONG DURING COMMUNION  

I am the Bread of Life (ELW 485) 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
L: Let us pray. 

Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. 

Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for 

justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our prayer, the song of 

grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

L: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG On What Has Now Been Sown (ELW 550) 

 

CHIMES – EXTINGUISHING OF THE CANDLES 
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DISMISSAL 

P:         Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

C:        Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE A Mighty Fortress Is Our God  

-- Arr. James Mansfield 

 

PREPARING FOR NEXT WEEK  

(Micah 6:6-8, Psalm 119:9-16, Hebrews 4:8-13) 

 

WELCOME! 

Please complete the pew card before you leave worship this day. 

Pastor Keller would be happy to visit with you at the time and 

place of your choosing to answer questions about membership. 

Simply call the church office at 724-352-2333 to make an 

appointment.  
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THIS MORNING’S WORSHIP MINISTRY TEAM INCLUDES: 
 8:15 Service 10:45 Service 

ACOLYTES Alec Kadunce and 

Dylan Plutyk 

Adam Hartzell and 

Cole Edwards 

ALTAR GUILD   Dave and Judy 

Gundlach 

Jenny Hartzell and 

Beth Zellhart 

LECTOR/ASST. 

MIN 

Cathy Boyd Jamie Drennen 

GREETERS Karen Foertsch and 

Linda Heade 

Bob and Nita King 

USHERS Dave and Judy 

Gundlach 

Jim and Helen 

McLafferty 

OFFER. 

COUNTERS 

Jackie Bice and Bob Bicker 

 
Attendance on Sunday, March 12, 2017 

8:15         41 St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 
9:30  18 310 West Main Street 
10:45  70 Saxonburg, PA 16056 724-352-2333 
Kings Kidz   0 stlukechurch@consolidated.net 
Nursery      3 
Total                132  
Sunday School  33 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:stlukechurch@consolidated.net


11 

 

CHURCH STAFF 
Reverend Roger G. Keller Pastor 724-352-2333 

Pastor Keller’s Cell 724-713-0549 

Pastor Keller’s Home   724-360-2786 

Jeannine Sanford, AiM Assoc. Min. of 

Pastoral Care & 

Visitation 

724-594-5533 

Chris Savannah Director of Music 

Ministry 

Office Manager 

724-282-8044 

724-352-2333 

Cortney Christoforetti Organist 724-352-2333 

Marge Kollinger Parish Coordinator  724-352-2333 

Linda Heade Centennial Hall 

Sexton 

724-352-3413 

Bobbie Shearer Church Sexton 724-352-0148 

Judy Gundlach Prayer Chain 724-352-3543 
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