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St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

310 West Main Street 

Saxonburg, PA 

724-352-2333 

Stlks.com 

 

Sunday, March 18, 2018  

Fifth Sunday in Lent 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE My Hope is Built on Nothing Less  

-- Arr. Gilbert M. Martin 

 

  

(When the music of the prelude begins, please lower your voice; 

but, after worship raise your voice with joy!) 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

Leader:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

Congregation: Amen. 

 

L: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires 

known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of 

our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 

L: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 

truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful 

and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

Please kneel for silent reflection and self-examination. 
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L: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 

glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 

L: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us 

and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained 

minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 

declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of 

the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

GATHERING SONG  

Great is Thy Faithfulness (ELW 733) 

 

GREETING 

 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

L: Let us pray.  

O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy 

you receive our prayers. Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of 

the Spirit, that through life and death we may live in your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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PSALM: Psalm 51:1-12 

L:  Let us read the psalm responsively. 

 

 1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your | steadfast love; 

  in your great compassion blot out | my offenses. 

 2Wash me through and through | from my wickedness, 

  and cleanse me | from my sin. 

 3For I know | my offenses, 

  and my sin is ev- | er before me. 

 4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil | in 

your sight; 

  so you are justified when you speak and right | in your 

judgment.  
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7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I | shall be clean; 

  wash me, and I shall be pur- | er than snow. 

 8Let me hear | joy and gladness; 

  that the body you have broken | may rejoice.  

 9Hide your face | from my sins, 

  and blot out | all my wickedness. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

GOSPEL: Matthew 26: 1-35 

L: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, chapter 26. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
1When Jesus had finished saying all these things, he said to his 

disciples, 2You know that after two days the Passover is coming, 

and the Son of Man will be handed over to be crucified. 
3Then the chief priests and the elders of the people gathered in the 

palace of the high priest, who was called Caiaphas, 4and they 

conspired to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill him. 5But they said, 

"Not during the festival, or there may be a riot among the people." 
6Now while Jesus was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, 
7a woman came to him with an alabaster jar of very costly 

ointment, and she poured it on his head as he sat at the table. 8But 

when the disciples saw it, they were angry and said, "Why this 

waste? 9For this ointment could have been sold for a large sum, 

and the money given to the poor." 10But Jesus, aware of this, said 

to them, "Why do you trouble the woman? She has performed a 

good service for me. 11For you always have the poor with you, but 

you will not always have me. 12By pouring this ointment on my 

body she has prepared me for burial. 13Truly I tell you, wherever 

this good news is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has 

done will be told in remembrance of her." 
14Then one of the twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to 

the chief priests 15and said, "What will you give me if I betray him 

to you?" They paid him thirty pieces of silver. 16And from that 
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moment he began to look for an opportunity to betray him. 
17On the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, 

saying, "Where do you want us to make the preparations for you to 

eat the Passover?" 18He said, "Go into the city to a certain man, and 

say to him, 'The Teacher says, My time is near; I will keep the 

Passover at your house with my disciples.'" 19So the disciples did 

as Jesus had directed them, and they prepared the Passover meal. 
20When it was evening, he took his place with the twelve; 21and 

while they were eating, he said, "Truly I tell you, one of you will 

betray me." 22And they became greatly distressed and began to say 

to him one after another, "Surely not I, Lord?" 23He answered, "The 

one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me. 
24The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that one 

by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for 

that one not to have been born." 25Judas, who betrayed him, said, 

"Surely not I, Rabbi?" He replied, "You have said so." 
26While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after 

blessing it he broke it, gave it to the disciples, and said, "Take, eat; 

this is my body." 27Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he 

gave it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you; 28for this is my 

blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the 

forgiveness of sins. 29I tell you, I will never again drink of this fruit 

of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my 

Father's kingdom." 
30When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of 

Olives. 
31Then Jesus said to them, "You will all become deserters because 

of me this night; for it is written, 

 'I will strike the shepherd, 

 and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.' 
32But after I am raised up, I will go ahead of you to Galilee." 33Peter 

said to him, "Though all become deserters because of you, I will 

never desert you." 34Jesus said to him, "Truly I tell you, this very 

night, before the cock crows, you will deny me three times." 35Peter 

said to him, "Even though I must die with you, I will not deny 

you." And so said all the disciples. 

 

L: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY Beautiful Savior (ELW 838) 

 

CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

L:  Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

SCOUT BLESSING 

 

EXCHANGING THE PEACE OF OUR LORD 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY 

8:15 What Wonderous Love is This -- arr. Anna Laura Page 

10:45 In Christ Alone - arr. Larry Shackley 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

 

L: Let us pray. 

God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with 

words of grace and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we 

receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

PREFACE   

L: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

L: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

L; Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You call your people to cleanse their hearts 

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 

that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 

we may come to the fullness of your grace. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
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Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

L: Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

C: Amen 

 

COMMUNION 

 

COMMUNION SONG 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS  

I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say (ELW 611) 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

L: Let us pray. 

Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. 

Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for 

justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our prayer, the song of 

grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

 

L: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

C: Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG  

My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less (ELW 597) 

 

DISMISSAL 

L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE Come, Christians, Join to Sing 

 -- Arr. Mary McDonald 

 

PREPARING FOR NEXT WEEK 

Psalm 118: 19-29, Luke 19: 36-44, Matthew 26: 36-75 
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WELCOME! 

Please complete the pew card before you leave worship this day. 

Pastor Keller would be happy to visit with you at the time and 

place of your choosing to answer questions about membership. 

Simply call the church office at 724-352-2333 to make an 

appointment. 
 
 
 
Attendance on Sunday, March 11, 2018 
8:15  46  St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 

9:30    8  310 West Main Street 

10:45  45  Saxonburg, PA 16056  

Nursery      0  724-352-2333 

Total  99  stlukechurch@consolidated.net 

 
THIS MORNING’S WORSHIP MINISTRY TEAM INCLUDES: 

 8:15 Service 10:45 Service 

ACOLYTES Alex Edder and 

Kenny Miller 

Molly Begeman and 

Evan Weston 

ALTAR GUILD Shirley Ekas and 

Linda Heade 

Lynn Fox and Donna 

Bowman 

BREAD BAKER Sandy Steedle 

ASSISTING 

MINISTER 

Cathy Boyd Jamie Drennen 

GREETERS Kelsey Miller, 

Brian Miller  

Garrett Weston and 

Audrey Fox 

USHERS Shannon Miller and 

Eric Edder 

Kelly and John Weston 

OFFERING 

COUNTERS 

Jeff Hartzell and Bill Gordon 

From sundaysandseasons.com.   Copyright © 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved  
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CHURCH STAFF 

Reverend Roger G. Keller Pastor 724-352-2333 

Pastor Keller’s Cell 724-713-0549 

Pastor Keller’s Home   724-360-2786 

Jeannine Sanford, AiM Assoc. Min. of 

Pastoral Care & 

Visitation 

724-594-5533 

Chris Savannah Director of Music 

Ministry 

Office Manager 

724-282-8044 

724-352-2333 

Cortney Christoforetti Organist 724-352-2333 

Ellen Dodge Assistant Organist  

Marge Kollinger Parish Coordinator  724-352-2333 

Linda Heade Centennial Hall 

Sexton 

724-352-3413 

Bobbie Shearer Church Sexton 724-352-0148 

Kristen Begeman Nursery 724-352-2333 

Judy Gundlach Prayer Chain 724-352-3543 
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Maundy Thursday 

March 29 

Service at 7:00 in the Sanctuary 

 

 

Good Friday Service at St. Luke’s 

March 30 

7:00 pm 
 

Easter Services 

8:15 and 10:45 (Nursery avail.)  

9:30 no service 

 

 

 

Sarver/ Saxonburg Christian Leaders Good Friday 
 

• Good Friday Men’s Breakfast 
6:00 am 
Saxonburg Memorial Presbyterian 
Tickets $7/ Adult $4/ child 
Speaker:  

• Good Friday Women’s Breakfast 
9:00 am (doors open at 8:30 for meditation) 
Clinton Presbyterian Church 
197 Glade Mill Road (Route 228) Saxonburg 
Speaker: Rev. Kelley Angleberger 

• Good Friday Youth Breakfast 
11:00 am 
St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 
Centennial Hall 
Suggested donation $3 
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Palm Sunday—March 25th 

Worship at 8:15 and 10:45 
 Generations Choir and Bell Choir 

9:30 Gather for music and prayer;  

no regular worship 
The bells will play and a donut fellowship will follow 

 


