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Sunday, March 8, 2020 
8:15 and 10:45 am  

Second Sunday in Lent 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

PRELUDE Be Thou My Vision -- arr. Douglas E. Wagner 

 

(When the music of the prelude begins, please lower your voice; but, 

after worship raise your voice with joy!) 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Leader:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation: Amen. 
 

L:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 

you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

L:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 

in us.  But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Please kneel for silent self-reflection 

L:  Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
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L: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for 

us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.  As a called and 

ordained minister of the church of Christ and by his authority, I 

therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins in 

the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

GATHERING SONG Lift High the Cross (ELW 660) 

 

GREETING 
 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 

C: And also with you. 

 

 

KYRIE 

 



3 

 

 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: Let us pray.    

C: O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you 

bring us to new birth to live as your children. Strengthen 

our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit we may lift 

up your life to all the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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FIRST READING:    Genesis 12: 1-9  

L:  The first reading is from chapter 12 of Genesis. 

1 The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and 

your father’s household to the land I will show you. 

2 “I will make you into a great nation, 

    and I will bless you; 

I will make your name great, 

    and you will be a blessing. 
3 I will bless those who bless you, 

    and whoever curses you I will curse; 

and all peoples on earth 

    will be blessed through you.” 

4 So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. 

Abram was seventy-five years old when he set out from Harran. 5 He 

took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions they had 

accumulated and the people they had acquired in Harran, and they set 

out for the land of Canaan, and they arrived there. 

6 Abram traveled through the land as far as the site of the great tree of 

Moreh at Shechem. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7 The 

LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this 

land.” So he built an altar there to the LORD, who had appeared to him. 

8 From there he went on toward the hills east of Bethel and pitched his 

tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. There he built an altar 

to the LORD and called on the name of the LORD. 

9 Then Abram set out and continued toward the Negev. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 121  

L:  Please let us read responsively Psalm 121. 

1 I lift up my eyes to the mountains— 

    where does my help come from? 

2 My help comes from the LORD, 

    the Maker of heaven and earth. 

3 He will not let your foot slip— 

    he who watches over you will not slumber; 

4 indeed, he who watches over Israel 

    will neither slumber nor sleep. 

5 The LORD watches over you— 

    the LORD is your shade at your right hand; 

6 the sun will not harm you by day, 

    nor the moon by night. 

7 The LORD will keep you from all harm— 

    he will watch over your life; 

8 the LORD will watch over your coming and going 

    both now and forevermore. 

 

SECOND READING:   Romans 4: 1-8, 13-17 

L: The second reading is from chapter 4 of the book of Romans. 

1 What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather according to the 

flesh, discovered in this matter? 2 If, in fact, Abraham was justified by 

works, he had something to boast about—but not before God. 3 What 

does Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him 

as righteousness.” 

4 Now to the one who works, wages are not credited as a gift but as an 

obligation. 5 However, to the one who does not work but trusts God who 

justifies the ungodly, their faith is credited as righteousness. 6 David 
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says the same thing when he speaks of the blessedness of the one to 

whom God credits righteousness apart from works: 

7 “Blessed are those 

    whose transgressions are forgiven, 

    whose sins are covered. 
8 Blessed is the one 

    whose sin the Lord will never count against them.” 

 

13 It was not through the law that Abraham and his offspring received 

the promise that he would be heir of the world, but through the 

righteousness that comes by faith. 14 For if those who depend on the law 

are heirs, faith means nothing and the promise is worthless, 15 because 

the law brings wrath. And where there is no law there is no 

transgression. 

 

16 Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and 

may be guaranteed to all Abraham’s offspring—not only to those who 

are of the law but also to those who have the faith of Abraham. He is 

the father of us all. 17 As it is written: “I have made you a father of 

many nations.” He is our father in the sight of God, in whom he 

believed—the God who gives life to the dead and calls into being things 

that were not. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL:   John 3: 1-17  

L:    The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the 3rd chapter. 

C:   Glory to you, O Lord. 

1 Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member 

of the Jewish ruling council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, 

we know that you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could 

perform the signs you are doing if God were not with him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God 

unless they are born again.” 

4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. 

“Surely they cannot enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be 

born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of 

God unless they are born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to 

flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at 

my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows wherever it 

pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 

where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.” 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these 

things? 11 Very truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify 

to what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony. 12 I 

have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will 

you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 

heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man. 14 Just as 

Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be 

lifted up, 15 that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.” 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 

whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God 

did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the 

world through him. 

L: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
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CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

10:45 AM KINGS KIDZ 
(Children ages 5 to 4th grade – enjoy hearing the daily lesson in “kid’s terms.”) 

 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY     God Loved the World  (ELW 323) 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

 and born of the Virgin Mary. 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

 was crucified, died, and was buried.  

 He descended into hell. 

 On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven,  

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

 the holy catholic Church,  

 the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins,  

 the resurrection of the body,  

 and the life everlasting. Amen.   

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

L: Lord in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
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OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY     God So Loved the World -- John Stainer 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

P:  Let us pray.   

C: God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but 

with the words of grace and life.  Bless us and these gifts, 

which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ 

our Lord.  Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

P: Lord remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray. 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG  In the Cross of Christ I Glory (ELW 324)  

 

CHIMES:  The candles will be extinguished during the chimes. 

 

DISMISSAL 

L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE Trompette Brillante  

-- Antonio Vivaldi, arr. Mark L. Williams 

 

 

PREPARING FOR NEXT WEEK 
Third S. in Lent 

Ex.17:1–7, Psalm 95:1–9, Rom. 5:1–8, John 4:5–26 

 

 

WELCOME! 
We are so excited that you have joined us today.  You are important to our church 

family.  Please complete the orange connect card in the pew before you leave worship 

this day. If you need to speak with a pastor or pastoral leader, please call the church 

office at 724-352-2333. 

 

 

Attendance on Sunday, March 1, 2020 

8:15          40  St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 

10:45   41  310 West Main Street 

Kings Kidz    3   Saxonburg, PA 16056 

Nursery       0  724-352-2333 

Total   84  stlukechurch@consolidated.net 

 

mailto:stlukechurch@consolidated.net
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THIS MORNING’S WORSHIP MINISTRY TEAM INCLUDES: 
 8:15 Service 10:45 Service 

ACOLYTES Sarah Edder  Jacob Fox 

LECTOR Carl Smith Sonya Winters 

GREETERS Peggy Crawford and 

Linda Heade 

Helen McLafferty 

and Gayle Gundlach 

USHERS Ron Boltz and Tim 

Markwell 

Bill Gordon and Carl 

Bowman 

OFFERING 

COUNTERS 

Kathy McRandal and Lil Bachman 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
 

 

CHURCH STAFF 

Rev. Brian Shirey, 

Interim 

Office 

Cell 

724-352-2333 

412-916-0122 

Jeannine Sanford, 

AiM 

Assoc. Min. of 

Pastoral Care & 

Visitation 

724-594-5533 

Shannon Miller Office Manager 724-352-2333 

Holly Puett Director of Music 724-352-2333 

Cortney 

Christoforetti 

Organist 724-352-2333 

Ellen Dodge Assistant Organist 724-352-2333 

Marge Kollinger Parish Coordinator  724-352-2333 

Linda Heade Centennial Hall 

Sexton 

724-352-3413 

Bobbie Shearer Church Sexton 724-352-0148 

Judy Gundlach Prayer Chain 724-352-3543 

Dori Shearer Nursery Assistant 724-352-2333 
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. Al rights reserved. 

 

 


