
 
 

 

It is wonderful to be worshipping again at St. Luke’s.  We are blessed to have such great 

facilities and, so, have different options at hand.  I don’t know when we will be back in 

our beautiful sanctuary.  It seems God has smiled upon western Pennsylvania.  Our 

infection rates have been steadily decreasing and ‘green phase’ reopening hasn’t seemed 

to have caused any spikes in those infection rates.  Other parts of the country have not 

been so blessed.  This bodes well for us in terms of a return to the sense of community 

that we all miss.  But compliancy can be dangerous.  So, I ask you to be patient.  We’ll 

get there and we’ll do our level best to get there safely. 

With Sunday morning worship at St. Luke’s—which, by the way, is recorded and available 

on our website—I am now able to communicate with the parish more effectively.   While 

we were not able to do so, I instituted these little letters/meditations, providing a brief 

meditation on a Psalm every Wednesday and on the Book of Acts every Friday.  I am going 

to close out our Friday reflection on Acts, but I will continue the weekly reflection on a 

Psalm on Wednesdays.  Thank you for the kind things so many of you have said about 

these little reflections.  I am grateful to God for the good gift of scripture and hope these 

have been helpful.   

And so, this week we close our photo album of the newly formed and commissioned Church 

in the book of Acts.  There were a lot of snapshots that we didn’t get a chance to talk 

about.  Many of them are in the later chapters in the book and give us pictures of St. Paul 

on his amazing third Missionary Journey and his trip to Rome, under arrest, where his 

missionary work continued.   

It is widely believed that Paul’s arrest in Jerusalem, examination by Roman authorities, 

and his appeal trip to the Roman Imperial Justice, all took place at a time when the Roman 

Emperor was not ill disposed toward Christians.  We see in Acts that Paul was given a lot 

of freedom while under arrest in Rome.  It was probably a productive time for the Church 

in Rome.  Ancient tradition held that the result of Paul’s appeal to Caesar’s justice was his 

acquittal, and Paul was able to continue his missionary work for some time.  However, 

some believe that it was the arrest recorded in Acts that led to St. Paul’s death.  We cannot 

be certain about the chronology.  But the emperor, who was the infamous Nero, was 

Acts 28:30-31 

30 [Paul] lived [in Rome] two whole years at his own expense, and welcomed all 

who came to him, 31 proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching about the 

Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness and without hindrance. 



 
 

known as an extremely cruel persecutor of Christians.  St. Paul was killed in Rome in 

around 60-64 AD.  St. Peter also would become a martyr in Rome during this same time 

of persecution.    

So, we close our photo album.  I hope as you read the Bible that you will think of what 

you are reading as a snapshot of God’s loving interaction with His creation in a story that 

stretches over millennia and encompasses all God’s children.  Thank you for sharing these 

reflections with me. 

In Christ’s service, 

Pastor Brian Shirey 
 

Post Scripts: 

† Our lessons for Sunday, June 28 (The Fourth Sunday after Pentecost) are: 

First Lesson: Jeremiah 28:5-9 

Psalm: Psalm 119:153-160 

Second Lesson: Romans 7:1-13 

Gospel: Matthew 10:34-42  

† Even though we are gathering for worship again at our own facility that does not 

necessarily mean that we can completely guarantee safety from infection or that 

everybody should attend.  I’m sure that our Lord wants you to continue to use 

prudence and caution.  Let’s err on the side of caution.  If you are not feeling well 

or have been around anyone at risk for COVID-19, you should wait awhile before 

coming back.  If you have any factors that might make you more vulnerable to 

getting or would have more difficulty recovering from the virus, you should wait a 

while before coming back.   

† Keep praying for one another and pray for our President, Governor and other 

leaders.  And trust in our strong Fortress to get us through the remainder of this 

crisis. 


