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Last week our snapshot was of St. Peter preaching on that glorious Pentecost day when the 

Holy Spirit came upon the newly formed Church.  The last part of his preaching is printed in 
the lesson above.  This brings us to the last snapshot in this grouping of pictures around 

Pentecost.  It is a picture of baptism.  It is not a small group of people gathered around a 
small source of water.  It is a lot of people at a place where there was enough water to 

accommodate them.  The response to St. Peter’s preaching had been amazing.  The story of 
Jesus convinced them that they needed to repent from a way of thinking and responding to 

the world that was centered upon themselves.  No one had ever talked to them like this before.  
They were desperate to know what to do next.  You could hear it in their question, 

“Brothers, what shall we do?”  Well, Peter had an answer for them:  “Repent and be 
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your 

sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you 

Acts 2: 36-47 

36 Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and 

Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 

37 Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the 

apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 38 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized 

every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will 

receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you and for your children and for 

all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” 40 And with many other 

words he bore witness and continued to exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from 

this crooked generation.” 41 So those who received his word were baptized, and there were 

added that day about three thousand souls. 

42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking 

of bread and the prayers. 43 And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs 

were being done through the apostles. 44 And all who believed were together and had all 

things in common. 45 And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing 

the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 And day by day, attending the temple together 

and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous 

hearts, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their 

number day by day those who were being saved. 
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and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God 
calls to himself.”  

Repentance is the desire of the human conscience that has been captured by God’s Word to 
turn to back to our Father-Creator. It is made possible by the saving actions of the Son, our 
Savior, and empowered by the Holy Spirit.  Repentance literally means turning.  I remember 

once, many years ago, when I was a Pastor in West Virginia.  I was on my way to a meeting 
or gathering on a snowy evening.  West Virginia’s secondary roads were famous for their many 

curves and small amounts of guide rail.  As I entered a substantial curve in the highway, I 
lost control of my car.  There was no guide rail to hit and I was blessed not to slide off the 

road and down one of the ubiquitous hills of West Virginia.  My car simply stopped spinning in 
the lane facing home.  I took that as God turning me around so I could go the other way, 

which I did.  I drove home.  Repentance is like that—God turning us from one direction in our 
life to follow another direction.  Repentance isn’t simply feeling sorry over particular actions.  

It is turning from the trajectory that those sinful actions show in our lives.  It is turning our 
whole lives, not just little parts of it, around and going in the direction our God desires us to 

go. 

In what direction does God intend us to go?  Discovering that direction and following it is life’s 

work.  It has kept me busy for as long as I can remember.  But it has a starting point.  It 
starts in water.  Just as Noah was saved by floating on water, we are saved by the use of 
water in our baptisms.  As St. Peter teaches us in his First Letter to the Church (3:21-22):  
21 Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from 
the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of 

Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with 
angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected to him.  This same St. Peter 

told this same message to the folks in our snapshot today and so we see them lined up at the 
water. 

What is so special about plain water?  Well, we couldn’t live without it.  In like manner, we 
cannot live without the living (spiritual) water either.  Heaven will be watered with it.  Consider 

Revelation 22:1-2a: “Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright 
as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through the middle 

of the street of the city…”  What turns plain water into baptismal water is one simple 
ingredient—God’s Word.  Martin Luther clarifies this in the Small Catechism:  “Baptism is 

not simply plain water.  Instead, it is water used according to God’s command and 
connected with God’s word.”  There is so much more I could say about baptism.  In addition 

to the thousands of baptisms that our snapshot shows us, millions were to follow, including 
yours and mine.  So, in a real sense, we are in this snapshot as well.  

In Christ’s service, 

Pastor Brian Shirey 
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Post Scripts: 

† Our lessons for Sunday, June 21 (The Third Sunday after Trinity) are: 

First Lesson: Jeremiah 20:7-13 

Psalm: Psalm 91:1-16 

Second Lesson: Romans 6:12-23 

Gospel: Matthew 10:5a, 21-33  

† Even though we are gathering for worship again at our own facility that does not 

necessarily mean that we can completely guarantee safety from infection or that 

everybody should attend.  I’m sure that our Lord wants you to continue to use 

prudence and caution.  Let’s err on the side of caution.  If you are not feeling well 

or have been around anyone at risk for COVID-19, you should wait awhile before 

coming back.  If you have any factors that might make you more vulnerable to 

getting or would have more difficulty recovering from the virus, you should wait a 

while before coming back.   

† Keep praying for one another and pray for our President, Governor and other 

leaders.  And trust in our strong Fortress to get us through the remainder of this 

crisis. 


