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I have already shared a part of Psalm 119 with you a few 

weeks ago.  I explained a few things that make Psalm 119 

unusual and even unique.  But I thought I might revisit 
Psalm 119 in my reflection today.  This is a different set of 

verses of that remarkable Psalm. 

All my life I have wondered why things are the way they are, 
how they worked and what would happen if things were 

different.  Somehow I often managed to come up with 
questions that didn’t seem to interest anyone else but me.  

Many times I took something apart to see how it worked.  I 
couldn’t always get it put back together but that didn’t seem 

to matter to me because once I knew how it worked I didn’t 

much care whether I could fix it.  I have many scars from doing things because I 
wondered what it would be like to do it.  I guess I wasn’t the brightest youngster 

around, but I was certainly one of the most curious, and, perhaps, luckiest.  It was 

largely this curiosity, I think, that motivated me to study Theology and Philosophy.    

I am, by God’s leading, the person that I am today largely because I discovered that 

mental reasoning was an important tool in figuring out why things are the way they are 
but, it is not enough.  God, in His grace has given us the most fundamental thing that 

we need for such understanding:  THE BIBLE.  The bible is the written word of God.  In it 
are more answers than we can even begin to comprehend.  It is deeper than the ability 

of my mind.  The bible is like a well of the water of life that is so deep that I cannot 

lower a bucket anywhere near to the bottom of it.  But I can still be given refreshment 
and benefit from the water that I can reach.  The written word of God is made up of two 

components: 

• The Law, which shows us God’s purpose and plan for us.  By comparing who we 

were created to be with an honest assessment of who we actually are, we discover sin. 

• The Gospel, which is God’s promise, found in the bible from Genesis to Revelation, 
to redeem us from the failure to be who God created us to be through the cross of our 

Savior, Jesus! 
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To understand law in this way is a gift given us to glimpse in the law not only what we 

have lost but what is restored to us in Jesus and will at the end of time be the content of 
our life for eternity.  The psalm says:  Oh, how I love your law!  I meditate on it all day 

long.  To meditate on God’s law is to contemplate the grandeur of heaven when our 
hearts are at one with God’s plan and will.  Sadly, all too often we look to the law as 

some sort of instruction on how we may achieve God’s kingdom, rather than a 
description of God’s kingdom.  We look to it as a requirement for the entrance of God’s 

kingdom.  But seen this way, the law will only break our heart because we cannot fulfill 

the law.  But a broken heart is not always a bad thing.  Another psalm, Psalm 51:16-17, 
says of God: You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; you do not take pleasure 

in burnt offerings. 

17 My sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart you, God, will not 
despise.  Seen in this light the law is not an unattainable goal but a sweet picture of the 

love God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  We can proclaim along with verse 103 of Psalm 119, 

“How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth! 

I hope and plan to continue to dip into the well of God’s written word—both the law and 
the gospel—for the rest of this life.  But there will come a time, in the words of the 

beautiful hymn by H. G. Spafford:  “Lord hasten the day when our faith shall be sight, 
the clouds be rolled back like a scroll, the trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall 

descend; even so it is well with my soul.”  Then what I can only know imperfectly and 

dimly now, I will know in full!   

In Christ’s service, 

Pastor Brian Shirey 

Post Scripts: 

†Our lessons for this Sunday, August 2, the Ninth Sunday after Pentecost, are: 

First Lesson: Isaiah 55:1-5  

Psalm: 136:1-9 

Second Lesson: Romans 9:1-5 

Gospel:  Matthew 14:13-21 


