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St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

310 West Main Street 

Saxonburg, PA 

www.stlks.com 

 

Sunday, July 23, 2017  
7th Sunday after Pentecost 
8:15 

 

PRELUDE 

 I've Got Peace Like a River -- Mark Hayes, Arr. Marvin Gaspard 

(When the music of the prelude begins, please lower your voice; 

but, after worship raise your voice with joy!) 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

Leader:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

Congregation: Amen. 
 

L: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires 

known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of 

our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 

L: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 

truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful 

and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

Please kneel for silent reflection and self-examination. 

 

http://www.stlks.com/
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L: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 

glory of your holy name. Amen 

 

L: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die 

for you, and for his sake God forgives you all your sins. To those 

who believe in Jesus Christ he gives the power to become the 

children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 

GATHERING SONG Sing to the Lord of Harvest (ELW 694) 

 

GREETING 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: Let us pray.  

C: Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your 

children with firmness and compassion. By your Spirit nurture 

us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way 

of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 44:6-8 

L: A reading from chapter 44 of the book of Isaiah. 

 

 6Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, 

  and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: 

 I am the first and I am the last; 

  besides me there is no god. 



4 

 

 7Who is like me? Let them proclaim it, 

  let them declare and set it forth before me. 

 Who has announced from of old the things to come? 

  Let them tell us what is yet to be. 

 8Do not fear, or be afraid; 

  have I not told you from of old and declared it? 

  You are my witnesses! 

 Is there any god besides me? 

  There is no other rock; I know not one. 

 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 86:11-17 

 11Teach me your way, O LORD, and I will walk | in your truth; 

  give me an undivided heart to re- | vere your name. 

 12I will thank you, O Lord my God, with | all my heart, 

  and glorify your name for- | evermore.  
 13For great is your | love toward me; 

  you have delivered me from the | pit of death. 

 14The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of 

violent people | seeks my life; 

  they have not set you be- | fore their eyes. 
 15But you, O Lord, are gracious and full | of compassion, 

  slow to anger, and full of kind- | ness and truth. 

 16Turn to me and have mer- | cy on me; 

  give your strength to your servant, and save the child | of 

your handmaid. 

 17Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me 

may see it and be | put to shame; 

  because you, Lord, have helped me and com- | forted me.   
 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:12-25 

L: A reading from chapter 8 of Paul’s letter to the Romans. 

 
12So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to 

live according to the flesh—13for if you live according to the flesh, 

you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the 
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body, you will live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are 

children of God. 15For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall 

back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we 

cry, “Abba! Father!” 16it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our 

spirit that we are children of God, 17and if children, then heirs, 

heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with 

him so that we may also be glorified with him. 

 

  18I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth 

comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. 19For the 

creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children 

of God; 20for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own 

will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21that the 

creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will 

obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22We know 

that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; 
23and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first 

fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the 

redemption of our bodies. 24For in hope we were saved. Now hope 

that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? 25But if 

we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 

 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

 

L: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, chapter 13. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
24[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of 

heaven may be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his 

field;25but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed 

weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 26So when the plants 

came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27And the 

slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you 

not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds 

come from?’ 28He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves 

said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29But he 

replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the 

wheat along with them. 30Let both of them grow together until the 

harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the 

weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the 

wheat into my barn.’ ” 

  36Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his 

disciples approached him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the 

weeds of the field.” 37He answered, “The one who sows the good 

seed is the Son of Man; 38the field is the world, and the good seed 

are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the 

evil one, 39and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 

is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40Just as the weeds 

are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the 

age. 41The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect 

out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 42and they 

will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43Then the righteous will shine like 

the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears 

listen!” 

 

L; The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 

We Plow the Fields and Scatter (ELW 680) 

 

CREED 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and 

the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY   How Firm a Foundation -- Terry Kirkland 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

 

L: Let us pray. 

C: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through 

your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: ourselves, 

our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have 

gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one 

who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

L:  Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
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BLESSING 

 

L: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

C: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG On What Has Now Been Sown (ELW 550) 

 

DISMISSAL 

L: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

POSTLUDE 

We Plow the Fields -- Arr. Joseph Prentiss 

 

PREPARING FOR NEXT WEEK (Deuteronomy 7: 6-9, Psalm  

125, Romans 8: 28-39, Matthew 13: 44-52) 

 

WELCOME! 

Please complete the pew card before you leave worship this day. 

Pastor Keller would be happy to visit with you at the time and 

place of your choosing to answer questions about membership. 

Simply call the church office at 724-352-2333 to make an 

appointment. 
 

Attendance on Sunday, July 16, 2017 
8:15         36  St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 

10:00  39  310 West Main Street 

Nursery      3  Saxonburg, PA 16056 724-352-2333 

    stlukechurch@consolidated.net 

Total  78 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:stlukechurch@consolidated.net
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 THIS MORNING’S WORSHIP MINISTRY TEAM INCLUDES: 
 8:15 Service 10:00 Service 

ACOLYTES Alex and Megan 

Edder 

Eli Keller and Payne 

Crouch 

GREETERS Larry and Jean 

Parsons 

Sue Beatty and Doris 

Herceg 

LECTOR Carl Smith Doris Herceg 

OFF. COUNTERS Jackie Bice and Bob Bicker 

USHERS Dave and Judy 

Gundlach 

Dick and Sue Smith 

CHURCH STAFF 
Reverend Roger G. Keller Pastor 724-352-2333 

Pastor Keller’s Cell 724-713-0549 

Pastor Keller’s Home   724-360-2786 

Jeannine Sanford, AiM Assoc. Min. of 

Pastoral Care & 

Visitation 

724-594-5533 

Chris Savannah Director of Music 

Ministry 

Office Manager 

724-282-8044 

724-352-2333 

Cortney Christoforetti Organist 724-352-2333 

Marge Kollinger Parish Coordinator  724-352-2333 

Linda Heade Centennial Hall 

Sexton 

724-352-3413 

Bobbie Shearer Church Sexton 724-352-0148 

Kristen Begeman Nursery 724-352-2333 

Judy Gundlach Prayer Chain 724-352-3543 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 
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