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July 

 2021 

St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 

310 West Main Street 

PO Box 187 

Saxonburg PA 16056 

 

724-352-2333 

stlukessaxonburg@gmail.com 

stlks.com 

 

 

Office Hours: 

Monday - Thursday 

8:30 - 2:30 

 

 

Summer Schedule 

Sunday Worship Times 

8:15 and 10:00 

SPECIAL POINTS OF 

INTEREST 

 High School Seniors 

 Memorials 

 Council Communique 

 Christian Education Update 

 

The Angel 

A Message from Dean Cogan 

Our call committee has continued to meet and con-

duct interviews. We recently met with a candidate 

and introduced him to the personnel committee in 

order for him to obtain more information about our 

position here. We will continue to give you updates 

and ask for continued prayers for this process. 

 

Blessings, 

Amy Amadee  
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Church Staff & Leaders 
Rev. Brian Shirey,  

Interim Pastor 
412-916-0122 

bfshirey@gmail.com 

Jeannine Sanford, AiM 
724-594-5533 

sanfordjeannine@hotmail.com 

Music Department 
Cortney Christoforetti, Organist 
Ellen Dodge, Assistant Organist 

Sextons 
Linda Heade, Centennial Hall 

Bobbie Shearer, Church 

Marge Kollinger,  
Parish Coordinator 

724-822-7760 
margiek@zoominternet.net 

Shannon Miller, Office Manager 
724-352-2333 

stlukessaxonburg@gmail.com 

 

Church Council 
Bill Gordon (V.P.),  

Barb Reuning (Treasurer), 
Judy Moser (Secretary) 

 
Amy Amadee, Cindy Bearrow, Ron 
Boltz, Carl Bowman, Dave Fugate, 
Adam Hartzell, Cindy Bearrow, Ron 

Boltz, Carl Bowman, David McRandal, 
Jeff Hartzell, Rachel Steiner 

  

A time to sow . . . Anyone 
who plants a garden knows the antic-
ipation of waiting for seeds to come 
to life, to grow, and produce.  They 
also know it takes a lot of weeding, 
feeding and cultivation!  Council has 
been faithfully tending to things that 
will feed our faith and keep our 
church growing so St. Luke’s will 
continue to bear fruit.   

Bill Gordon began by stating the 
negotiations for a compensation 
package with the new pastoral candi-
date has been positive and is nearly 
complete. 

Under New Business, council 
gratefully accepted a very generous 
donation of a new Trex bench from 
Saxonburg Women's Club.  Since Girl 
Scouts are replacing the wooden 
bench by Centennial Hall, council 
voted to put this one by the play-
ground area.  Property team will in-
spect the old wooden one to see if 
it’s safe to reuse anywhere.   

Outreach & Evangelism will spon-
sor the organ concerts during Mingle 
on Main in July and Stained Glass 
Tour in August.  They may distribute 
water bottles with a Christian mes-
sage and invitation like they did in 
2019.   

The organ needs to be tuned, so 
Walt Adkins will be doing that before 
the July concert. The organ fund has 
money designated for upkeep and 
repairs. 

July 4th is a Sunday and since 
attendance falls on holiday week-
ends, council voted to combine wor-
ship with one service at 10 am. 
There will be patriotic popsicles in 
the café following worship. 

Christian Growth reported there 
will be a VBS type program, probably 
in August to help to get kids excited 
for returning to Sunday School. 

Worship Life discussed the short-
age of Acolytes and possible actions 
to help alleviate the shortage.  Coun-
cil decided to ask for adult volunteers 
to light the candles.  They also dis-
cussed remedies for wax dripping on 
the altar and altar cloths. 

Property has been dealing with 
roof problems and leaks over the 
north narthex. Carl Bowman contact-
ed six commercial roofers, but only 
two responded with remedies and 
estimates. Members discussed vari-
ous roofing types but will check on 

potential restrictions since we are a 
designated historical building.  The 
damage was caused by ice damming 
up to lift the slate and let water in, 
so Dave McRandal suggested we 
check insurance coverage for any 
possible financial relief.   

Bill Gordon noted he is getting 
solar lights for the walkway to Hattie 
Cooper Room.  There are 16  window 
screens in need of repair (2 church & 
14 Hall), but only one complete esti-
mate was received. This was tabled 
until July to get more info.  Bill sug-
gested having a committee to walk 
around the grounds, buildings to 
identify all problems. They will report 
their findings back to council for ac-
tion. 

St. Luke’s is blessed with lovely 
gardens planted and nurtured by our 
members. God’s Word speaks a lot 
about seeds and gardens. Jesus said 
our faith is like a seed to be fed and 
cultivated in order to grow and pro-
duce, and God’s Kingdom is like a 
tiny seed that will grow larger than 
all others.  God walked in a garden 
morning and evening, and Jesus 
spent his final hours in a garden, 
praying.   

While all those planting similes 
and metaphors helped agrarian peo-
ple understand something of which 
they had no knowledge, they are still 
wondrously relevant to us today.  We 
can know from them that we are 
called to grow and feed our faith with 
prayer and worship. We are also 
called to plant seeds of faith in oth-
ers and tend to them with loving acts 
of service.  Although most of us want 
to see instant growth, we have to 
wait like gardeners for God to pro-
duce the fruit in us.   

Like in a garden, faith plants us 
together to provide strength against 
the elements that erode us, attacks 
that weary us, and weeds that entan-
gle us.  We’ve returned to the sanc-
tuary praying and praising together 
in thanksgiving for the Lord’s having 
planted his faith in our hearts.  He 
wants to feed our faith to help it 
grow and bear fruit for the benefit of 
others.  Don’t let the weeds of dis-
traction or complacency choke out 
your faith.  Come worship and pray 
with us.  Let’s grow our faith, hope, 
and love together.   

 ~ Judy Moser, secretary 

Council Communique 
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St. Luke’s Memorials 

Margaret Reinhart (December 13, 2020) 

Adele Birstler 

Margot Frederick (March 13, 2021) 

Stefanie and David Fennell 

Doris Herceg 

Leroy Renfrew (April 26, 2021) 

Yesim and Mike Magent 

St. Luke’s University - Educational Services Department 

Kimberly Cunningham  Peter Deringer 

Rachel Lukow   Kathy Willner 

Edna Wecherly (April 10, 2021) 

Robert and Donna Shipe 

Mary Byers (May 10, 2021) 

Marlene and Albert Lacanic 

OES No. 45 Butler Chapter 

Larry Vogel 

Linda and Bob Gibson 

Betty Conely (May 25, 2021) 

Russell and Sharon Hovda Robert and Donna Urban 

The Kollinger Family  Thomas and Linda Conely 

Mary Hafner   Sharon Ebert 

Beryl Mottern (January 22, 2021) 

Dave and Judy Gundlach 

He who dwells in the 
shelter of the Most High 
will rest in the shadow 

of the Almighty. 
 

I will say of the Lord, 
 

“He is my refuge and 
my fortress, my God, in 

whom I trust.” 
 

Psalm 91: 1-2 
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To my St. Luke’s family, 

Thank you for the beautiful altar flowers and for Jean-

nine delivering them to me. 

Also, thank you to everyone for remembering me.   

I am truly blessed. 

Pearl Parnell 

St. Luke’s Church, 

I would like to thank all the church members for the 

wonderful gift they gave me for my 90th birthday.  It 

is wonderful.  I like it a lot. 

Violet Wetzel 

St. Luke’s Congregation and Staff, 

Thank you so much for your support during the lengthy 

illness of Betty Conely.  Visits, prayers and thoughtful 

gifts were greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

The Kollinger Family 
Rachel Boltz 

Addis Crouch 

Payne Crouch 

Maddie Crytzer 

William Crytzer  

Katie Drennen 

Alex Edder 

Cole Edwards 

Katie Hartzell 

Adam Hartzell 

Alex Kadunce 

Eli Keller 

Mihkayla Perkins 

Natalie Savannah 

Noah Steiner 

Trace Trempus 

Autumn Trempus 

College Care Packages were 

assembled and sent again 

this spring!  Thank you to 

Cristie Crytzer for her dedi-

cated service remembering 

and caring for the college 

youth of St. Luke’s.   

Our college students this 

year are: 

The monthly services at the Orchards Nursing Home 
will be starting again in July and we are in need of help 
with the service.  This is your chance to serve and love 
the community.  Assistance is needed for turning pag-
es and offering encouragement. The service is held the 
second Sunday of each month and starts at 2 p.m. The 
July service will be held on the 11th and will be 30-45 
minutes in length.  For additional information, see 
Jeannine Sanford. 

T
ha

n
k 

y
ou

 

Community Quiet Time 

Community Quiet Time will once again be held on 
the 4th Monday of each month from 6 to 8 pm in 
the sanctuary of St. Luke’s. Please come in and 
enjoy the quietness of our sanctuary to reflect 
and pray. Bring your prayers to God and let them 
be heard, offering praise and thanksgiving to our 
Lord. 
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Days for Girls, Valencia Chapter 

Days for Girls (DfG) is turning periods into pathways and it is 
our monthly mission for July. 

They are working to increase access to menstrual care and 
education by developing global partnerships, cultivating So-
cial Entrepreneurs, mobilizing volunteers and innovating sus-
tainable solutions that shatter stigma and limitations for 
women and girls. 

Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, the DfG Valencia members 
were meeting on a weekly basis to cut and sew fabric for hy-
giene kits.  The group did not let the pandemic stop their 
dedication, when they could no longer meet in person, they 
took their work home continuing to support girls and women 
around the world.  This past year local kits have been pro-
vided to those in need on the Marshall Islands, Lebanon, and 
Honduras.   

More information is available at daysforgirls.org or by con-
tacting member Doris Herceg.  

Memorial Service 

The pandemic over these past 16 months have disrupted vari-
ous rites of passage including the final celebration of life by 
honoring those who have passed and entered their eternal 
home. Funerals and memorial services were put on hold to 
stem the spread of the virus. It was as if our mourning and 
grieving were put on hold also.   
  
As things are now returning to normal, St. Luke’s is planning a 
special worship to honor those who have died during this peri-
od.  
  
“On Eagle’s Wings: From Pandemic to Praise” will be held at  
2 pm Sunday, Sept. 26. The special worship service will be 
dedicated to congregational members and friends who died 
during the pandemic. Invitations will be sent to loved ones.  
  
If you have someone who you wish to be remember during 
this celebration please contact the church office by Aug 30. 
  

 
Stop by St. Luke’s Church on Main Street during the July 

15th Mingle on Main for an organ concert featuring music 

from Gordon Young, J.S. Bach, Andrew Lloyd Webber, and 

more.  Concerts start at 6:00 & 7:00 pm. Ellen Dodge will 

be the organist. 

Organ Concert 
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VBS to Return in the Summer of 2022 

Let’s go swimming and beat the heat! St. Luke’s families 

are invited to SEBCO Pool for a fun afternoon of swimming 

and fellowship, including pizza!!  Save the date of August 

12th.   Time and additional details will follow. 

Though we had hoped to bring back VBS this summer, the 
decision has been made to postpone its return to the sum-
mer of 2022.  We know this is disappointing to many, but 
we want to ensure a safe and successful return to this 
wonderful ministry.  We look forward to offering this out-
reach opportunity next summer!  

Children’s Sunday School 

Reconnect Swim Party 

WELCOME BACK!  We missed you and we are so glad that 
we will have our children back in-house for Sunday School 
starting September 19th (Rally Sunday). 

Sunday School format is changing this year.  We will only 
meet on the third Sunday of each month from 9:30 - 
10:30 using our successful Funday Sunday format.  All 
the kids (ages 3 through grade 6) will be together for a 
Bible lesson, snack, craft and games.   

We hope you will work with us as we transition back into 
Sunday School. We would love to have your child/children 
with us learning about God this fall. 

  

Keep an eye out for more information on the St. Luke’s 

Youth Group starting this fall. 

St. Luke’s Youth 

We can’t wait to be back together!!  Our adult Sunday 

School will resume on September 19th (Rally Day) at  

9:30  am in the Hattie Cooper Room.  It will once  

again be led by Susie Beatty!!  We hope to see you there. 

Adult Sunday School 

Pastor Shirey will resume Confirmation Class on Septem-

ber 19th (Rally Sunday) from 9:30 - 10:30 am. 

Confirmation  
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Evan  

Weston 
 

Evan’s Favorite Quote: 

“Just because you’re trash doesn’t 

mean you can’t do great things.   

It is called a garbage CAN,  

not a garbage CANNOT.” 

Evan Michael Weston is the son 

of John and Kelly Weston.  Dur-

ing his time at Knoch High 

School, Evan was a member of 

the Marching band, German 

club, Jazz band, Pit orchestra, 

cast of fall and spring plays, and  

the German American Partner-

ship Program exchange. 

Outside of school, Evan enjoys: 

playing a variety of instruments 

(electric bass, upright bass, bass 

trombone, and guitar); playing 

in a jazz combo with other 

Knoch students; playing in a 

metal band; working at Wendy’s 

and sleeping. 

Evan’s favorite memory from 

high school is his trip to Weiden 

Germany as part of the GAPP. 

After graduation, Evan will be 

attending Duquesne University 

majoring in Music Technology. 
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Alex  

Olczak 

Alex’s Favorite Quotes: 

“Mistakes have the power to turn 

you into something better than 

you were before.” 

“Think before you act.” 

Alexander William Olczak is 

the son of Anthony William 

and Dusty Olczak.  While at-

tending Karns City High 

School, Alex participated in 

Track & Field, Golf Team, Bas-

ketball, and Yearbook. 

In his free time, Alex enjoys 

riding ATVs, snow skiing, 

boating, water skiing, wake-

boarding, golfing, working at 

the family golf course, hanging 

out with family and friends, 

his dogs and his cat. 

Alex said he couldn’t pick just 

one favorite memory from 

high school and is looking for-

ward to graduation and his 

Senior Trip. 

After graduation, Alex will be 

joining the United States Air 

Force where he will begin his 

college career. 
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St Luke’s Milestones 

 

Birthdays 

1-Jul Emery Bubb 

3-Jul Susan Beatty, Brady Lunn 

6-Jul Ethel Kristofic 

8-Jul Thomas Weston  

11-Jul Angelo Natili  

12-Jul Edward Cypher  

14-Jul Robert Bicker 

17-Jul Jacqueline Bice,  

 Clarence Wagner, Ron Riggs  

18-Jul Evan Haas, Jacob Fox  

19-Jul Dale Arthurs  

20-Jul Martha Champion  

21-Jul Carl Bowman 

22-Jul Katie Drennen 

23-Jul Callie Drennen 

25-Jul Ronald Perkins, Mary Elder,   
 Kelsey Miller 

31-Jul Kimberly Buss, Krystle Ekas  

 

Anniversaries 

3-Jul Carl and Amy Smith 

8-Jul David and Kerri Hay 

9-Jul Clinton and Lindsay Cunningham 

12-Jul Edward and Dixie Cypher 

15-Jul Jesse and Alicia Haas 

16-Jul Amanda and Christopher Jockel 

18-Jul George and Barbara Reuning 

20-Jul James and Ronna Drennen 

22-Jul Anthony and Dusty  Olczak 

25-Jul Albert and Shirley Kobert 

28-Jul Dylan and Leah  Plutyk 

Prayer 

Please continue to pray for: 

Roger Walker, Joshua Har-
per, Sonya Winters, Patty, 
Jim Humes, Rochelle Harbi-
son, Ann, Mary Deems, 
Mary Elder, Karen, Clara 
Pitschke, Dorothy Robert-
son, Tim Walters, Marge 
Kollinger, Marilyn, Gabby 
Nowak, Bailey, Kelly Kra-
mich, George Gillespie, 
Leslie Diane, Carolyn Sze-
balski, Bonnie Weaver, Mark 
Kollinger, Bobbie Jo Shearer  

In Sympathy 

Please remember in your 

prayers the family and 

friends of: 

 

John McMillin, Ben Cypher, 

Mary Byers, Marcy Shipe, 

Jennifer Leasure, Jacob 

Erdeljac, Betty Conely, 

James Freehling III, Cody 

Johnson  

 

Those unable to regularly  

worship with us : 

 

Fred Crux,  Ruth Cypher, 

Dorothy Kane,  Allen Knap-

penberger, Jim McLafferty, 

John Nuti, Pat Ross, Pearl 

Parnell, Clarence Wagner, 

Ned Ziegler 

Contact:  Judy Gundlach, Prayer Chain 

724-352-3543 

Submit a request online: 

stlks.com/prayer 

 

Contact the office: 

stlukessaxonburg@gmail.com 

724-352-2333 

Attendance & Finances 

By The Numbers May 2021  

Avg. Attendance: 8:15 

Avg. Attendance: 10:45 

32 

28 

Monthly Income 

Monthly Expense 

Monthly Difference 

$14,508 

$10,191 

$4,317 

Year-to-Date Income 

Year-to-Date Expense 

Year-to-Date Difference 

$76,640 

$62,021 

$14,619 
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JULY AT A GLANCE 
Sundays - Worship at 8:15 am 
and 10:00 am with communion at 
the 1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays 

 

July 4 -   Independence Day 

July 11 - 2:00 pm Orchard Service 

July 12 - 10:00 am Sew ing Group 

July 15 - 6:00 pm Organ Concert 

 7:00 pm Organ Concert 

July 19 - Angel Article Deadline 

July 26 - 10:00 am Sew ing Group 

 6:00 pm Community Quiet 
 Time 

 

There will be only ONE wor-
ship service on Sunday, 

July 4th at 10:00 am.   

 
Afterwards join us in the  

Koinonia Café for popsicles.  

4-July 
Communion 

  Acolyte Lector Greeter 

10:00  Kelly Weston Kelly Weston Susan Beatty 

Counters: Jeff Hartzell and Bill Gordon 

    

11-Jul 

  Acolyte Lector Greeter 

8:15  Amy Amadee Peggy Crawford Peggy Crawford 

10:00  Rachel Steiner Cindy Bearrow Doris Herceg 

Counters:  Jackie Bice and Bob Bicker 

     

18-July 
Communion 

  Acolyte Lector Greeter 

8:15  Amy Montag-Smith Amy Montag-Smith Ruth Markwell 

10:00  Jeff Hartzell  Dick Beatty Lil Bachman 

Counters:  Donna Shipe and Dave Fugate 

     

25-Jul 

  Acolyte Lector Greeter 

8:15  Dave Fugate Dave Fugate Marge Kollinger 

10:00  Dick Beatty Dick Beatty Rachel Steiner 

Counters: Kathy McRandal and Lil Bachman 

    

July Altar Guild 
8:15 Shannon Miller and Ruth Richards 

10:00 Cindy Bearrow and Mandy Jockel 
The office will be closed 

the week of July 12th.   

One Service   10:00 am 

Independence Day was once celebrated on July 5. 

The holiday fell on a Sunday in 1779, so the country celebrated on July 5th instead. 
 

 

The Fourth of July didn't become an official holiday until 1870 nearly 100 
years after America declared its independence.   
 

An estimated 2.5 million people lived in the nation in July 1776. 

As of April 2020, about 332.6 million people live in the U.S., according to an estimate 
by the United States Census. 
 

 

Calvin Coolidge was the only president born on the Fourth of July, but three presidents 

have died on July 4. John Adams and Thomas Jefferson both died on July 4, 1826 — on the 

50th anniversary of the country's independence. James Monroe died five years later on July 4, 1831. 

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/US/PST045217
https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/holidays/g21987820/independence-day-through-the-years/

