St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
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Saxonburg, PA
724-352-2333
Stlks.com

Sunday, January 21, 2018
3rd Sunday after the Epiphany

PRELUDE Children of the Heavenly Father
- arr. Raymond H. Herbek

(When the music of the prelude begins, please lower your voice;
but, after worship raise your voice with joy!)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Leader: In the name of the Father, and of the = Son, and of the
Holy Spirit.
Congregation: Amen.

L: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires
known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen

L: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the
truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful
and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Please kneel for silent reflection and self-examination.



L: Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

L: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us
and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of
the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

GATHERING SONG Borning Cry (ELW 732)
GREETING

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

L: Let us pray.

Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your
service. Strengthen us by your Spirit, and make us worthy of your
call, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

FIRST READING: Daniel 3: 19-27
L: A reading from chapter 3 of Daniel.

“Then Nebuchadnezzar was so filled with rage against Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego that his face was distorted. He ordered the
furnace heated up seven times more than was customary, “’and
ordered some of the strongest guards in his army to bind Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego and to throw them into the furnace of
blazing fire. *So the men were bound, still wearing their tunics,
their trousers, their hats, and their other garments, and they were
thrown into the furnace of blazing fire. ?Because the king's
command was urgent and the furnace was so overheated, the
raging flames killed the men who lifted Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego. *But the three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego, fell down, bound, into the furnace of blazing fire.
#Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up quickly.
He said to his counselors, "Was it not three men that we threw
bound into the fire?" They answered the king, "True, O king." *He
replied, "But I see four men unbound, walking in the middle of the
fire, and they are not hurt; and the fourth has the appearance of a
god." *Nebuchadnezzar then approached the door of the furnace of
blazing fire and said, "Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants
of the Most High God, come out! Come here!" So Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego came out from the fire. ?? And the satraps,
the prefects, the governors, and the king's counselors gathered
together and saw that the fire had not had any power over the
bodies of those men; the hair of their heads was not singed, their
tunics were not harmed, and not even the smell of fire came from
them.

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of e-ter - nal life.

GOSPEL: Luke 12: 4-7
L: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, chapter 12,
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

‘I tell you, my friends, do not fear those who kill the body, and
after that can do nothing more. °But | will warn you whom to fear:
fear him who, after he has killed, has authority to cast into hell.
Yes, | tell you, fear him! °Are not five sparrows sold for two
pennies? Yet not one of them is forgotten in God's sight. "But even
the hairs of your head are all counted. Do not be afraid; you are of
more value than many sparrows.

L: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY Here | Am, Lord (ELW 574)

CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,



born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
L: Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.

EXCHANGING THE PEACE OF OUR LORD
OFFERING

OFFERTORY
8:15 GodBein My Head  John Rutter

God be in my head and in my understanding.
God be in mine eyes and in my looking.

God be in my mouth and in my speaking.
God be in mine heart and in my thinking.
God be at my end and in my departing.

10:45 People Need the Lord — John Purifoy



OFFERING PRAYER

L: Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: ourselves, our time,
and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave
himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

PREFACE

L: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

ar

L; Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations;

in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son;
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;



and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
L:

C: Amen
COMMUNION

COMMUNION SONG

Taste and see that the Lord is good.
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COMMUNION HYMN

I Love to Tell the Story (ELW 661)



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

L: Let us pray.

God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you
have united us with Christ, making us one with all your people.
Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may
proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in
the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: Amen.

BLESSING

L: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, the Son ++ and the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

SENDING SONG We Are Called (ELW 720)

DISMISSAL
L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Rondel - Charles Callahan

PREPARING FOR NEXT WEEK
Haggai 1: 2-9, Matthew 7: 24-29

WELCOME!

Please complete the pew card before you leave worship this day.
Pastor Keller would be happy to visit with you at the time and
place of your choosing to answer questions about membership.

Simply call the church office at 724-352-2333 to make an
appointment.
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Attendance on Sunday January 14, 2018

8:15 31 St. Luke’s Lutheran Church
9:30 5 310 West Main Street

10:45 33 Saxonburg, PA 16056

Nursery 2 724-352-2333

Total 71 stlukechurch@consolidated.net

THIS MORNING’S WORSHIP MINISTRY TEAM INCLUDES:

8:15 Service 10:45 Service

ACOLYTES Krystle Ekas and William Crytzer and
Alex Olczak Cole Edwards

ALTAR GUILD Tom and Gretchen |Jenny Hartzell and Beth
Gallagher Zellhart

BREAD BAKER Jennifer Keller

ASSISTING Dave Fugate Jamie Drennen

MINISTER

GREETERS Beryl Mottern and  [Carl and Grace Bracken
Ruth Markwell

USHERS Kathy McRandal John and Kelly Weston
and Ruth Markwell

OFFERING Kathy McRandal and Jim McLafferty

COUNTERS

From sundaysandseasons.com.
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