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Sunday, January 31, 2021 
8:15 and 10:45 am - Communion 
Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

 
PRELUDE All People That on Earth Do Dwell 

 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Leader: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 
 

L:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all 
desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 
of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you 

and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

 
L:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 

the truth is not in us.  But if we confess our sins, God 
who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
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L:  Most merciful God, 
C:  we confess that we are in bondage to sin and 

cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  
Amen. 

 

L: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given 

to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our 
sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the church 

of Christ and by his authority, I therefore declare to 
you the entire forgiveness of all your sins in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG 
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GREETING 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: Let us pray.    
Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe 

into your radiant presence and continually reveal 

your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is 
broken and speak truth to us in our confusion, that 

all creation will see and know your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING:    Deuteronomy 18: 15-20  
L:  The first reading is from Deuteronomy, the 18th chapter. 

15 The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me 
from among you, from your fellow Israelites. You must 

listen to him. 16 For this is what you asked of the LORD your 
God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said, 

“Let us not hear the voice of the LORD our God nor see this 
great fire anymore, or we will die.” 
17 The LORD said to me: “What they say is good. 18 I will 
raise up for them a prophet like you from among their 
fellow Israelites, and I will put my words in his mouth. He 

will tell them everything I command him. 19 I myself will 
call to account anyone who does not listen to my words 

that the prophet speaks in my name. 20 But a prophet who 
presumes to speak in my name anything I have not 

commanded, or a prophet who speaks in the name of other 
gods, is to be put to death.” 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 111 

L:  Please let us read responsively Psalm 111. 
 

1 Praise the LORD. 
I will extol the LORD with all my heart 

    in the council of the upright and in the assembly. 

2 Great are the works of the LORD; 
    they are pondered by all who delight in them. 

3 Glorious and majestic are his deeds, 
    and his righteousness endures forever. 

4 He has caused his wonders to be remembered; 
    the LORD is gracious and compassionate. 

5 He provides food for those who fear him; 
    he remembers his covenant forever. 

6 He has shown his people the power of his works, 
    giving them the lands of other nations. 

7 The works of his hands are faithful and just; 
    all his precepts are trustworthy. 

8 They are established for ever and ever, 
    enacted in faithfulness and uprightness. 

9 He provided redemption for his people; 
    he ordained his covenant forever— 

    holy and awesome is his name. 

10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; 
    all who follow his precepts have good  

    understanding. 
    To him belongs eternal praise. 
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SECOND READING:  1 Corinthians 8: 1-13  
L:  The second reading is from First Corinthians, the 8th chapter. 

1 Now about food sacrificed to idols: We know that “We all 
possess knowledge.” But knowledge puffs up while love builds 

up. 2 Those who think they know something do not yet know 
as they ought to know. 3 But whoever loves God is known by 

God. 
4 So then, about eating food sacrificed to idols: We know that 
“An idol is nothing at all in the world” and that “There is no 

God but one.” 5 For even if there are so-called gods, whether 
in heaven or on earth (as indeed there are many “gods” and 

many “lords”), 6 yet for us there is but one God, the Father, 
from whom all things came and for whom we live; and there 
is but one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom all things came 

and through whom we live. 
7 But not everyone possesses this knowledge. Some people 

are still so accustomed to idols that when they eat sacrificial 
food they think of it as having been sacrificed to a god, and 
since their conscience is weak, it is defiled. 8 But food does 

not bring us near to God; we are no worse if we do not eat, 
and no better if we do. 
9 Be careful, however, that the exercise of your rights does 
not become a stumbling block to the weak. 10 For if someone 
with a weak conscience sees you, with all your knowledge, 

eating in an idol’s temple, won’t that person be emboldened 
to eat what is sacrificed to idols? 11 So this weak brother or 

sister, for whom Christ died, is destroyed by your knowledge. 
12 When you sin against them in this way and wound their 
weak conscience, you sin against Christ. 13 Therefore, if what I 

eat causes my brother or sister to fall into sin, I will never eat 
meat again, so that I will not cause them to fall. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC  Prepare the Royal Highway 

(10:45 am only)  Handbell Choir 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
GOSPEL:   Mark 1: 21-28  
L:    The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark, the 1st chapter. 

C:   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
21 They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came, 

Jesus went into the synagogue and began to teach. 22 The 
people were amazed at his teaching, because he taught 

them as one who had authority, not as the teachers of the 
law. 23 Just then a man in their synagogue who was 

possessed by an impure spirit cried out, 24 “What do you 
want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy 

us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God!” 

25 “Be quiet!” said Jesus sternly. “Come out of him!” 26 The 

impure spirit shook the man violently and came out of him 
with a shriek. 

27 The people were all so amazed that they asked each 
other, “What is this? A new teaching—and with authority! 

He even gives orders to impure spirits and they obey him.” 
28 News about him spread quickly over the whole region of 

Galilee. 

L: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON
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HYMN OF THE DAY  
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NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and 
the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
L: Lord in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
L: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 

L: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 

 
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at 

all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, 
almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ. By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all 
nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him 
your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to 

wine he revealed your glory. And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

P: Lord remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray. 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
L: Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

C: Amen 

 

 
COMMUNION 

 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

L:   Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have 

refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of 
life.  In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in 

faith toward you and in fervent love toward one 
another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 
 

BLESSING 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG  
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DISMISSAL 
L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE More About Jesus -Sweney/De Cou 
 

 

PREPARING FOR NEXT WEEK 
Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany  

Isaiah 40:21-31, Psalm 147:1-11, 1 Corinthians 9:16-27, Mark 1:29-39 

 

 

 

THIS MORNING’S WORSHIP MINISTRY TEAM INCLUDES: 

 8:15 Service 10:45 Service 

LECTOR Amy Montag-Smith  Jeannine Sanford 

GREETER Judy Gundlach  Gayle Gundlach 

OFFERING COUNTERS Kathy McRandal and Lil Bachman 
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

 
Handbell Choir (under the musical direction of Holly Puett) 

Sarah Edder  Megan Edder 
Jenny Hartzell  Kelsey Miller 

Rachel Steiner 
 

 
 

 
The altar flowers this morning are given to the 

glory of God and in honor of the many 
ministries of St. Luke’s by the Weston Family. 
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OUR JOYS, PRAYERS, CARES AND CONCERNS 

 

Praise and Thanksgiving: for answered prayers (Jean 
Brackett’s being COVID clear, Eileen Miller’s return home, 

Sofiya’s continued recovery, Holly’s boot removed), for our 
new confirmation class as they grow together in faith and 

character, for faith to trust in the Lord’s guidance and 
protection in this new year.   
 

Healing, Cares & Concerns:  
Mark Kollinger (treatments for 
back),  
Ted Neill,  

Chellie Amadee (recovery),  

Millie Sutton (COVID),  
Rev. Nila and Larry Cogan (COVID),  
Joyce Brandon (recovery),  
Janie Wetzel,  
Jeannine (recovery),  
Mary Jane Double (COVID affected 
lungs, organs),  

Gary (COVID),  

Jennifer (cancer, not responding to 
treatment) 
Rev. Carl Johnson 

Jean Brackett (recovery) 

Steven (leg reconstruction 
surgery, recovery 
David Whitlinger (cancer, 
diabetes diagnosis) 
Marilyn (memory) 
Jim F. (cancer treatment options)  
Harry Gillman 

Delores Hickey (Kelly Weston’s 
aunt, tests) 

 
Weekly Schools:   Seneca Valley and Penn State University 

 
Weekly NALC Church:  Christ Rupp Lutheran, Kittanning,  

Rev. Matt Vatalare and St. Luke’s, Saxonburg 
 
Bereaved: Families of June Wetzel Golojuh, Mike Monday, 

Lydia Altiere, Tommy Zagorski (Kris Kollinger’s brother), 
Maryellen Natili, Beryl Mottern 

 
Monthly Mission: Southeast Asia Prayer Center, Oakmont PA 
  



 

 

 


The Oakmont-based Southeast Asia Prayer 

Center (SEAPC) is dedicated to prayer, 
training leaders, sharing faith with others and 

reaching the needs of children throughout the 
world. Matthew Geppert is president of SEAPC.   
The ministry has four platforms: health care, 

education, parenting and economic development. Matt has 
taken blankets made by the St. Luke's sewing group to Asia. 

SEAPC envisions a world connected in prayer where the needs 
of all people are met through hope, prayer and the love of God 
expressed toward each other. SEAPC is active in networking 

prayer through 75 nations.  Countries are responding from 
expressions of God's love shown in meeting physical needs 

through shared global resources. Key government leaders 
have made historic declarations for Jesus Christ.  

 

 
 

 

 
 
Alivia Pivni   1/31 
Anthony Ross   2/1 
Ruth Cypher   2/2 

Allen Knappenberger  2/3 
Julie Edder    2/4 

Payne Crouch   2/4 

 

  



 

 

Souper Bowl Sunday! 

February 7th  
 

In 1990, Souper Bowl of Caring began with 
a simple prayer from a single youth group:  

 

“Lord, even as we enjoy the Super Bowl football game, 

help us be mindful of those without a bowl of soup to 
eat.” 

 

Since then, more than $160 million has been generated for local 
charities across the country through Souper Bowl of Caring. It 
has become a powerful movement that transforms the time 

around the Big Game into the nation’s largest celebration of 
giving and caring for those in need.  
 

Share in God’s love for our neighbors in need and give 
generously on Souper Bowl Sunday.  All of the donations 
collected will go directly to the Cabot Food Bank. 
 

The “Souper Bowl” will be located on the table in the back of 
the hall until Feb. 7th to collect monetary donations. Checks 

can be made out to St. Luke’s with “Souper Bowl” in the 
memo.  

 

Canned goods collection will run through February 14th 
for particularly pasta sauce, cereal, paper products, 
juice and pasta. 

 

On a monthly basis, a dedicated group of St. Luke’s volunteers 
meet at Cabot Food Bank to pack bags for distribution. The 

monthly ministry started 19 years ago as a project for the “30-
hour famine.” Many of the original youth have since graduated 
and their parents continue to serve in the ministry. Additional 

young people serve when they are home from college or work. 
The group meets at 6 pm on the Monday before the third 

Wednesday of every month. All are welcome to come and 
share in the ministry. The food bank is located at Cabot United 
Methodist Church on Winfield Road. 


